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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

GENERAL WAIVER REQUEST




First Time Waiver:
_X__
GW-1 (Rev. 10-2-09) 
 http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/wr/

Renewal Waiver:
___
Send Original plus one copy to: 




Send Electronic copy in Word and 


Waiver Office, California Department of Education

back-up material to: waiver@cde.ca.gov


1430 N Street, Suite 5602
Sacramento, CA 95814
	
	CD CODE
	

	
	6
	8
	6
	7
	6
	

	Local educational agency:

Stockton Unified School District on behalf of
Stockton Early College Academy
      
	Contact name and Title:

District: Carl Toliver, Superintendent
School: Michael Hall, Principal
	Contact person’s e-mail address:

District: ctoliver @stockton.k12.ca.us

	Address:                                         (City)                              (State)                        (ZIP)

District: 701 N. Madison, Stockton, CA 95202
School: 640 N. San Joaquin St., Stockton, CA 95202                                                                                   
	Phone (and extension, if necessary):

District: 209-933-7000

School: 209-933-7070
School Fax: 209-939-9504

	Period of request:  (month/day/year)

From: July 1, 2010    To: June 30, 2011  
	Local board approval date: (Required)

October 25, 2011
	Date of public hearing:  (Required)

October 25, 2011

	LEGAL CRITERIA

	1. Under the general waiver authority of Education Code 33050-33053, the particular Education Code or California

    Code of Regulations section(s) to be waived (number):                                      Circle One:  EC  or  CCR

   Topic of the waiver:  CCR, Title 5, Section 1032(d)(5): 85% of test takers for CST in Life Science in grade ten

	2. If this is a renewal of a previously approved waiver, please list Waiver Number:   _____  and date of SBE Approval______ 

    Renewals of waivers must be submitted two months before the active waiver expires.

	3. Collective bargaining unit information. Does the district have any employee bargaining units? __ No   X Yes   If yes, 

     please complete required information below:

    Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s):  10/5/11; 10/6/11       

    Name of bargaining unit and representative(s) consulted:  CSEA California School Employees Association, 

                                                           (Claudia Moreno, President); STA  Stockton Teachers Association, (Ellen Old, President)          

    The position(s) of the bargaining unit(s):  __  Neutral   _X_  Support  __ Oppose (Please specify why) 

    Comments (if appropriate):  

    

	4. Public hearing requirement:  A public hearing is not simply a board meeting, but a properly noticed public hearing held

    during a board meeting at which time the public may testify on the waiver proposal. Distribution of local board agenda does 

    not constitute notice of a public hearing. Acceptable ways to advertise include: (1) print a notice that includes the time, 

    date, location, and subject of the hearing in a newspaper of general circulation; or (2) in small school districts, post a formal 

    notice at each school and three public places in the district.

    How was the required public hearing advertised?

    _X__ Notice in a newspaper   ___ Notice posted at each school   _X__ Other: (Please specify)  Website

	5. Advisory committee or school site councils. Please identify the council(s) or committee that reviewed this waiver:  
        SECA Stockton Early College Academy, Board of Governors (Laurie Crawford, President)
        Date the committee/council reviewed the waiver request:  10/8/11
        Were there any objection(s)?  No _X_    Yes ___    (If there were objections please specify)  


CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

GENERAL WAIVER REQUEST
GW-1 (10-2-09)
	6. Education Code or California Code of Regulations section to be waived. If the request is to waive a portion of a section, type the text of the pertinent sentence of the law, or those exact phrases requested to be waived (use a strike out key). 

CCR, Title 5, Section 1032(d)(5) 

In any content area tested pursuant to Education Code sections 60642 and 60642.5 and included in the API, the school’s proportion of the number of test takers in that content area compared with the total number of test takers is less than 85 percent. There shall be no rounding in determining the proportion of test takers in each content area (i.e., 84.99 percent is not 85 percent).


	7. Desired outcome/rationale. Describe briefly the circumstances that brought about the request and why the waiver is necessary to achieve improved student performance and/or streamline or facilitate local agency operations. If more space is needed, please attach additional pages.
     In every respect, the Stockton Early College Academy (SECA) is a school that strives for excellence.  In just two short years, it has become a very successful charter high school within a large, urban district of approximately 38,000 students, many of whom are enrolled in chronically low performing schools.  In its brief history, SECA, as a charter school of choice, has brought hope to hundreds of underserved and disadvantaged kids (over 93% of our students are non-Caucasian and over 70% qualify for a free or reduced price lunch), who, because they enter a highly rigorous program consisting of only Honors, Advanced Placement, and fully transferrable (UC/CSU “IGETC” Protocol) college courses, now have a real opportunity to earn a four-year degree and beyond.  Almost 80% of these students will be the first in their family to attend and graduate from college. Additionally, it is a school that has quickly dominated academic competitions such as MESA and Academic Decathlon, and has led the District in both API and attendance (ADA).

     After an initial year API of 884 and a CASHEE passing rate of nearly 100% (only one student did not pass the math portion, while all students passed the ELA portion), SECA anticipated an API of nearly 900 for its second year, with the attendant AYP achievement levels.  Preliminary calculations on the CDE website spreadsheet, based on STAR and CAHSEE results, predicted an 894 API for 2010-2011, which was even more remarkable in that the 10-point gain had been achieved while literally doubling the school population.  With this API score and the AYP results, the school was, in all probability, in line to be named as a California Distinguished School, which would be another great source of pride and motivation to SECA’s staff, parents, and kids.  However, despite these efforts, and our firm commitment to the success of these students, our inexperience with 10th grade students has led to a tragic and unintentional mistake that has greatly impacted our school.  
     Regretfully, even with STAR training provided by the Stockton Unified School District and advance notice of the tests to be taken, SECA did not receive an API score for the 2010-11 school year because, as reported on DataQuest, “For at least one 2011 STAR content area used in the API, this school failed to test a significant proportion of students who were not exempt from testing in 2011.” This occurred because our 10th grade students, due to an unfortunate and unintended mistake, did not take the 10th grade Life Sciences test.  SECA’s 10th grade students, however, did take the CST in Chemistry, which is a much more difficult test, and is normally taken by 11th grade students. Per SECA school policy, 100% of SECA’s 10th grade students are required to take Honors Chemistry, unless they are 10th grade transfer students who have not yet taken Biology. 104 of the 108 10th grade students took the Chemistry CST, with 33% scoring Proficient or Advanced, and almost 90% scoring at Basic or above. Further, there were no Far Below Basic scores in Chemistry. The other four 10th grade students took the Biology CST and all scored Proficient.  Clearly SECA’s 10th grade students performed very well in the sciences. However, this was SECA’s first year with 10th grade students, and because all 10th graders were tested in end-of-course science, everyone at the site, including the SECA STAR Site Coordinator, overlooked the need for the 10th grade Life Sciences test.  In English Language Arts, SECA had no student – 9th or10th grade – test below the Basic level.  In short, had SECA’s 10th grade students taken the Life Sciences test, we estimate, with high confidence, that they would have performed very well. Further evidence of the confusion is shown in the fact that 7 students actually started the 10th grade Life Sciences test, but completed only 1 or 2 items with the exception of 1 student who actually completed the test, scoring Far Below Basic.  That same individual scored 345 (Very High Basic) on the Chemistry exam.
     In short, because of our inexperience with 10th graders, we made a tragic, unintentional mistake that we neither wanted nor planned to happen, and for which we assume full responsibility.  We ask that our past and current accomplishments, as well as our inexperience with 10th grade testing, be considered, and this waiver granted. 
Not giving this portion of the STAR program to SECA’s 10th grade students was an honest and genuine oversight on the part of SECA’s dedicated adult educators.  Their error should not be allowed to punish these deserving students. We respectfully ask the Board to allow SECA’s 2010-2011 API to be calculated without the 10th grade Life Sciences test and with the results of the Chemistry test. This waiver is necessary to accurately document the exceptional student performance at SECA, and allows use of the school’s API as an essential means of measuring SECA’s academic performance for school-wide, district, and state accountability purposes.  SECA’s Board of Governors and staff assures the State Board that procedures are in place so that this will not, and, in fact, cannot happen again in the future. 


	8. Demographic Information: 

In 2010-2011, the Stockton Early College Academy had a student population of 244, including 108 sophomores, as reported by DataQuest.  It is located in a large, urban district in San Joaquin County.  Approximately 93% of the student body is non-Caucasian, and approximately 70% receive subsidized meals. 


	Is this waiver associated with an apportionment related audit penalty? (per EC 41344)    No  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 

(If yes, please attach explanation or copy of audit finding)

Has there been a Categorical Program Monitoring (CPM) finding on this issue? No  FORMCHECKBOX 
     Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 

(If yes, please attach explanation or copy of CPM  finding)                                                                                                                                                                                                      

	District or County Certification – I hereby certify that the information provided on this application is correct and complete.



	Signature of Superintendent or Designee:


	Title:


	Date:



	FOR CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION USE ONLY

	Staff Name (type or print):


	Staff Signature:


	Date:



	Unit Manager (type or print):


	Unit Manager Signature:

 
	Date:



	Division Director (type or print):


	Division Director Signature:

 
	Date:



	Deputy (type or print):


	Deputy Signature:


	Date:




