Quality Education Investment Act Teacher Experience Index Approval with Conditions

Attachment 1

Page 1 of 2

Waiver Number: 76-12-2011     Period of Request: August 17, 2010, to June 22, 2011
    


         Period Recommended: August 17, 2010, to June 22, 2011

Mary Chapa Literacy and Technology Academy
    CDS Code: 27 66035 6026116
Greenfield Union Elementary School District
Local Educational Agency Request:

Greenfield Union Elementary School District (UESD) is a rural school district located in Monterey County and has a student population of approximately 2,735 students. Mary Chapa Literacy and Technology Academy (LTA) serves 371 students in kindergarten and grades one through two (K–2). Greenfield UESD provided teacher experience information from 2005–06, the base year upon which Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) Teacher Experience Index (TEI) targets are calculated, showing that the average Greenfield UESD TEI is 6.6. Mary Chapa LTA is the only school in Greenfield UESD with a grade configuration of K–2, so no comparative TEI data is available for 2010–11. Greenfield UESD is concurrently requesting an Academic Performance Index (API) waiver for Mary Chapa LTA.
Greenfield (UESD) states that it has struggled to recruit and maintain experienced teachers and administrators. The district was awarded a School Improvement Grant (SIG), providing the opportunity to recruit a larger number of new highly qualified teachers who consequently had fewer than five years teaching experience. In addition, Mary Chapa LTA had three different principals during the 2010–11 school year, a fact which the LEA believes compounded the problem of maintaining experienced teachers.
Greenfield UESD requests a waiver of the QEIA TEI target for Mary Chapa LTA and establishment of an alternative TEI target of 6.2 for the 2010–11 school year.
Additional Local Educational Agency and School Information for Consideration:

	School Locale Code
	32*

	LEA Average Daily Attendance (ADA)
	2,735

	School ADA
	371

	Grade Span
	K–2

	Total Number Of Schools With Similar Grade Span
	Only School

	2005–06 TEI
	6.6

	2010–11 QEIA School TEI
	6.2

	2011–12 QEIA School TEI
	3.7

	2010–11 Similar Type School TEI
	Only School

	Percent Of Similar Type School (2010–11 Data)
	Only School

	Made API Growth?
	No

	Made AYP?
	No


*Town Distant: Territory inside an urban cluster that is more than 10 miles and less than or equal to 35 miles from an urbanized area.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Greenfield UESD’s request to reduce its TEI target for Mary Chapa LTA for 2010–11.
The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to teachers at Mary Chapa LTA; (2) For 2010–11, the alternate TEI index of 6.2 shall be established at Mary Chapa LTA; (3) For 2011–12 and subsequent years, Mary Chapa LTA must meet or exceed the TEI of 6.6; and (4) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Greenfield USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the TEI requirement.

Reviewed by Mary Chapa Literacy and Technology Academy Schoolsite Council on December 12, 2011.
Supported by Greenfield Teachers Association, November 17, 2011.
Local Board Approval: December 14, 2011.
2/23/2012 3:17 PM

