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Waiver Number: 71-2-2012
     Period of Request: July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2014
Pajaro Valley Unified School District

Mintie White Elementary School



    CDS Code: 44 69799 6049746
Local Educational Agency Request:

Pajaro Valley Unified School District (USD) is an urban school district located in Santa Cruz County and has a student population of approximately 19,458 students. Mintie White Elementary School (ES) serves 601 students in kindergarten and grades one through five. Academic Performance Index (API) data for Mintie White ES shows that the school did not exceed the three-year average growth target required by the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA). Mintie White ES’s three-year growth average target is 5.3, but its three-year growth average is only 1.3. Pajaro Valley USD is concurrently requesting a class size reduction waiver for Mintie White ES.
Pajaro Valley USD states that it was considering restructuring by combining Mintie White ES with E.A. Hall Middle School during the 2010–11 school year to form one school with a kindergarten through grade eight (K–8) configuration. The district states the exploration of this reform was disruptive for both sites and had an overall negative impact on student achievement that resulted in these two schools not meeting their API three-year average growth requirement.

Pajaro Valley USD requests a waiver of the QEIA API three-year average growth requirement for Mintie White ES for the 2010–11 school year.

Additional Local Educational Agency and School Information for Consideration:

	School Locale Code
	13*

	LEA Average Daily Attendance (ADA)
	19,458

	School ADA
	601

	Grade Span
	K–5

	2008 API Base
	677

	2008–09 Target/Growth
	6/25

	2008–09 API
	702

	2009–10 Target/Growth
	5/2

	2009–10 API
	703

	2010–11 Target/Growth
	5/-23

	2010–11 API
	680

	3 Year API Target Average
	5.3

	3 Year API Growth Average
	1.3

	Met API QEIA Growth Target?
	No

	Made AYP?
	No


*City Small: Territory inside an urbanized area and inside a principal city with population less than 100,000.
California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education recommends denial of this waiver request because its approval would not adequately address the educational needs of pupils per California Education Code Section 33051(a)(1).
Specifically, (1) QEIA funding is expected to result in increased academic achievement over time and Mintie White ES has not demonstrated the required growth;
(2) restructuring school sites and reconfiguring grade spans should not be undertaken without a plan to mitigate the impact on student learning and the school’s API; (3) the LEA does not demonstrate specific steps it took to ensure continuity of instruction as it explored restructuring options; and (4) Mintie White ES has not met its API growth target in two of the last three years, culminating in a 23-point negative growth in    2010–11.
Reviewed by Mintie White Elementary Schoolsite Council on January 25, 2012.
Supported by Pajaro Valley Federation of Teachers, December 12, 2011.
Local Board Approval: February 8, 2012.
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