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	SUBJECT

Update on the Activities of the California Department of Education and State Board of Education Regarding Implementation of Common Core State Standards Systems.
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	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This agenda item is the ninth in a series of regular updates to inform the State Board of Education (SBE) and public regarding Common Core State Standards (CCSS) systems implementation activities.

RECOMMENDATION

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE take action as deemed necessary and appropriate but recommends no specific action at this time.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

When the SBE adopted the CCSS with additions in 2010, these standards became the current subject-matter standards in English language arts and mathematics. The full implementation of these standards will occur over several years as a new system of CCSS-aligned curriculum, instruction, and assessment is developed. 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

July 2011–September 2012: The CDE presented to the SBE a series of regular updates on the implementation of the CCSS.
March 2012: The SBE unanimously voted to present, in partnership with the SSPI, the CCSS Systems Implementation Plan for California to the Governor and the California State Legislature thereby fulfilling the requirements of California Education Code 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS (Cont.)
Section 60605.8 (h). 
June 2011: Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr., SSPI Tom Torlakson, and SBE President Michael Kirst signed the memorandum of understanding for California’s participation as 

a governing state in the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC). 

California was previously a participating state in the Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC). 
November 2010: The CDE presented to the SBE an update on the implementation of the CCSS. This update was provided at the joint meeting between the SBE and the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (See agenda at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/pn/ctcsbeagenda08nov2010.asp). 

August 2010: Pursuant to Senate Bill X5 1, the SBE adopted the academic content standards in English language arts and mathematics as proposed by the California Academic Content Standards Commission (ACSC); the standards include the CCSS and specific additional standards that the ACSC had deemed necessary to maintain the integrity and rigor of California’s already high standards. 

May 2009: The SSPI, the Governor of California, and the SBE President agreed to participate in the Council of Chief State School Officers and the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices initiative to develop the CCSS as part of California’s application to the federal Race to the Top grant.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

The cost of implementing the CCSS is significant, but will be offset by the improved efficiencies, benefits of shared costs with other states, and the shifting of current costs to CCSS activities. Currently, the CDE is providing free professional learning support via webinars and presentations and is providing ongoing guidance to the field for transitioning to the CCSS. In terms of instructional materials, costs will span multiple years but will be offset by access to a national market of materials and greater price competition in so long as California does not add state-specific evaluation criteria. Nonetheless, the implementation of new CCSS-aligned assessments, professional learning supports, and instructional materials will require a shifting and infusion of new resources.

ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1:
Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan Highlights: September–November 2012 (5 pages)
Attachment 2:
CCSS Implementation Outreach: State Board and Department of Education Activities (8 pages)
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Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan Highlights: September–
November 2012

1. Facilitate high quality professional learning opportunities for educators to ensure that every student has access to teachers who are prepared to teach to the levels of rigor and depth required by the CCSS.
· The California Department of Education (CDE) has released the first set of three professional learning modules. The following PLMs are online and available for teachers to access independently or for schools or districts to use as facilitated professional learning. The PLMs were designed to deepen educators' understanding of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS); instructional strategies to support the learning of all pupils, including English learners, pupils with disabilities, and underperforming pupils; and instructional strategies that promote creativity, innovation, critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration, and communication skills in all academic content areas.
The following modules are now available:
· Overview of the CCSS for California Educators
· Mathematics: Kindergarten through Grade Eight Learning Progressions
· English Language Arts: Informational Text-Reading
The modules are located on the Brokers of Expertise Web site located at http://www.myboe.org. The Brokers of Expertise Web site also offers resources and a platform for questions about the CCSS. Additional modules are in the development stages and will be available before September 2013. More information is available on the CDE Professional Learning Modules for Educators Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ccssplm.asp.
· CDE staff conducted a presentation providing an overview of the CCSS at the Credential Analysts and Counselors of California conference in Sacramento on October 10, 2012. 
· Additional information regarding the CCSS-related outreach efforts of the CDE is provided in Attachment 2 of this item.
2. Provide CCSS-aligned instructional resources designed to meet the diverse needs of all students.

· The Instructional Quality Commission (IQC) convened at the CDE on September 24–25, 2012. Commissioners established draft guidelines for the English Language Arts/English Language Development (ELA/ELD) Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee (CFCC) and drafted the recommendation for members of the ELA/ELD CFCC to the State Board of Education (SBE). The meeting also featured a presentation from Susan Pimentel, one of the lead writers of the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy. In addition, Commissioners received updates on various CCSS-related activities, including the newly revised English language development (ELD) standards, the supplemental instructional materials review (SIMR), and the newly revised Career Technical Education Model Curriculum Standards. More information regarding the IQC and the agenda for its September 2012 meeting is available on the SBE IQC Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cd/index.asp. 
· An update regarding the development of the 2014 revision of the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework for California Public Schools, Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve is provided in Item 5.
· An update regarding the adoption of the newly revised ELD standards for California public schools, kindergarten through grade twelve (K–12), is provided in Item 4.
· An update regarding the SIMR is provided in Item 6.

3. Develop and transition to CCSS-aligned assessment systems to inform instruction, establish priorities for professional learning, and provide tools for accountability.
· The Technology Readiness Tool (TRT) collects school-level technology information to help the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) and member states evaluate the technology at schools as it relates to the SBAC online student assessment system. The TRT asked school administrators about computer types, computer operating systems, memory size, monitor display size, screen resolution, and Internet bandwidth. The survey also asked them to gauge concerns about the number of test administrators, as well as capacity to support online testing, training, and staff.

The first data collection window (Spring 2012) was open from April 16 until 
June 30, 2012. The data collected in the window will be used as a baseline inventory to help the SBAC determine the minimum system requirements for existing devices for using the SBAC system. The data are self-reported, unverified, and unaudited.

In California, 4,377 schools (42 percent) representing 456 districts submitted complete TRT information. An additional 1,237 schools submitted partial information. Among California schools that responded to the first nationwide survey:

· Technology devices: 613,996 devices were reported.

· Operating systems: 74.7 percent of the devices used a Windows operating system, while 23.7 percent used Mac. 

· Memory capacity: 75.5 percent had 1 gigabyte or greater, 21.3 percent had less than 1 gigabyte, and 3.2 percent left this field blank. 
· Internet browser: 60.5 percent use Internet Explorer, 15 percent use Safari, 15.2 percent use another Internet browser, and 9.3 percent did not respond. 

· Wired or wireless connection to the Internet: 48.1 percent use wireless as their primary means, 29.6 percent do not, and 22.3 percent did not respond. 

· Device types: 54.3 percent were desktops, 15.4 percent laptops, 4.5 percent notebooks, 2.8 percent tablets, 2.9 percent thin clients, 0.7 percent other, and 19.4 percent did not respond.

· Those responding to the survey expressed the greatest level of concern for having a sufficient number of technology support staff, having test administrators with sufficient technical understanding to support online testing, and providing appropriate training for test administrators.

Additional information about the first administration of the TRT is available on the CDE SBAC Technology Readiness Tool Spring 2012 Summary Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/sbac-itr-spr2012sum.asp. 
· A presentation of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s recommendations for California’s future assessment system is provided in Item 11.
· An update regarding SBAC activities is provided in Item 8.
5. Collaborate with the postsecondary and business communities to ensure that all students are prepared for success in career and college.

· CDE staff, in collaboration with representatives from the SBE, the California Community Colleges system, the California State University system, and the University of California system, provided a presentation regarding the SBAC assessment system at the meeting of the Intersegmental Committee of Academic Senates in Sacramento on September 28, 2012. 
6. Seek, create, and disseminate resources to support stakeholders as CCSS systems implementation moves forward.
· The following CCSS-related bills were signed into law on September 27, 2012:
· Assembly Bill 1246 (Brownley) authorizes the adoption of CCSS-aligned instructional materials for mathematics by 2014 and providing districts flexibility in the selection of instructional materials. Specifically, this State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI)-sponsored bill:

 

1. Authorizes the SBE to adopt K–8 mathematics instructional materials aligned to the CCSS no later than March 30, 2014. To fund the review process, the CDE will charge fees to any publisher submitting instructional materials. 

2. Authorizes the SSPI in addition to the IQC to provide recommendations to the SBE. 

3. Ensures flexibility in the use of state funds to purchase standards-aligned instructional materials and allows districts to meet sufficiency requirements with either instructional materials aligned to the 1997 California standards for English language arts (ELA) and mathematics or the CCSS for ELA and mathematics. 

4. Extends the deadline for the SBE to adopt a revised curriculum framework for mathematics from May 2013 to November 30, 2013. 

5. Authorizes the SBE to adopt evaluation criteria for mathematics by 
March 31, 2013. 
· Senate Bill 1200 (Hancock) authorizes the SSPI to recommend and the SBE to adopt the ELA anchor standards for the CCSS. Additionally, if the SSPI and the SBE jointly find that there is a need to revise or modify the mathematics academic content standards as adopted by the SBE on August 2, 2010, SB 1200 calls for an advisory group of experts to be formed to provide recommendations to the SSPI and the SBE on modifying the mathematics standards. SB 1200 also provides additional needed time for the SBE to consider national science standards. SB 1200 was also sponsored by the SSPI.
 

· Assembly Bill 1719 (Fuentes) requires the CDE to develop a list of supplemental instructional materials for K–8 that provide a bridge to the new ELD standards for the SBE to approve by June 30, 2014. Additionally, AB 1719 authorizes a school board to approve supplemental instructional materials other than those approved by the SBE if the school board determines the supplemental instructional materials are aligned to the revised ELD standards. AB 1719 also extends the timeline for the CDE and the SBE to complete a supplemental materials list for mathematics as required by SB 140 (Chapter 623, 2011). 

7. Design and establish systems of effective communication among stakeholders to continuously identify areas of need and disseminate information.
· The CDE has made available a communications toolkit to assist local educational agencies with the important task of informing and engaging school communities about the CCSS. The CCSS Systems Implementation Communications Toolkit for California, available on the CDE CCSS Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/documents/cdecommstoolkit.doc, includes messaging for key audiences and media and communications outreach tips. 

· The CDE promotes new CCSS-related resources via the CDE CCSS Web page and listserv. Several central CCSS Web pages were consolidated in early October to provide direct access to more information on the main CCSS Web page and this may result in a decrease to the total number of Web page hits. 

Summary of Web-based Outreach Data: 

	
	August
	September
	October

	Listserv Subscribers
	4,625
	5,035
	Available November 1

	Total Web Page Hits
	181,014
	217,339
	Available November 1


· A summary of select outreach and communications activities of the CDE and SBE is provided in Attachment 2 of this item.

CCSS Implementation Outreach
State Board and Department of Education Activities

Engage partners in facilitating two-way communication and leverage local and state implementation activities.

	Dates/Events
	Participants
	Reflections and Insights

	September 11, 2012

Present to California County Superintendents Educational Services Association (CCSESA) Arts Leads
	11 Regional Leads from across the state
California Department of Education (CDE)/State Board of Education (SBE) Team: 

Kristen Brown, Patrick Traynor, Barbara Murchison, Nancy Brownell
	Regional Arts Leads’ meeting to discuss ways to link arts instruction to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) through specific curricular resources, instructional strategies and connections to listening and speaking standards, and inclusion of arts instruction in thematic units. 
Key Learning: Instruction in visual and performing arts provides an important curricular focus that increase students’ demonstrations of knowledge and skills in a variety of ways and can be directly linked to instructional shifts needed to implement the CCSS.

	September 19, 2012 (South); October 1, 2012 (North)
Present on topics related to assessment and accountability.
	South:389 educators, North: 320 educators, Webinar: 340 educators
CDE/SBE Team: 

Assessment and Accountability staff, Barbara Murchison, 
	Annual statewide meetings sponsored by CDE to provide the latest information about California's Assessment, Accountability, and Data Management Systems. Meetings provide updates on important topics, including transitioning to a new assessment system, to educators from school districts, county offices of education, and charter schools.
Key Learning: Opportunities for CDE to provide updates on the variety of topics related to CCSS implementation and assessment and accountability topics are greatly valued by educators from across the state. 

	September 20–21, 2012
Present to Curriculum & Instruction Steering Committee of CCSESA
	60 Assistant Superintendents and other representatives from county offices
CDE/SBE Team: Patrick Traynor, Nancy Brownell, Karen Cadiero-Kaplan, 
Lupita Cortex Alcala, Barbara Murchison
	Presentation on selected topics related to CCSS implementation, including significant milestones, Communications Toolkit, English Language Development Standards, and SMARTER Balanced Assessment update.

Key Learning: Sharing updates with county office staff extends the reach of information and resources, and provides an ongoing opportunity to gather feedback from constituents.

	September 24, 2012
Present to IQC and CDE Staff
	IQC and CDE staff
CDE/SBE Team: Curriculum Frameworks and Instructional Resources Division and IQC Staff, Patrick Ainsworth
	Sue Pimentel, one of the primary authors of the CCSS for English Language Arts, presented to the Instructional Quality Commission (IQC) and participated in a brief breakfast meeting with interested staff before the IQC meeting.    

Key Learning: Instructional shifts in English language arts and English language development emphasize increasing text complexity, rigorous citing of evidence, and literacy across disciplines. Opportunities for teachers to discuss the shifts and plan instruction based on them cannot be underestimated.

	September 26, 2012

Attend San Diego County Office Common Core Professional Development
	30 teachers of mathematics and 40 literacy teachers from San Diego 

County
CDE/SBE Team: Nancy Brownell
	Teachers spent two days in grade-level and discipline specific teams discussing and planning CCSS instructional priorities. They planned strategies and activities that align to the CCSS for use in classrooms and for additional discussions at their school sites. 

Key Learning: Teachers value extended time to examine the instructional shifts related to CCSS implementation and consider ways to include more rigorous tasks for implementation in their classrooms sooner rather than later.

	September 27–28, 2012
Present to Title I Conference participants
	750 educators from across the state
CDE/SBE Team: Carrie Roberts, Kristen Brown, Patrick Traynor, Barbara Murchison, Nancy Brownell, Karen Cadiero-Kaplan, Judi Brown
	Common Core implementation strand developed for the Title I Conferences. Five sessions focused on transitioning to the CCSS, including Key Shifts in English Language Arts and English Language Development; Professional Learning Opportunities showcasing the new online professional learning modules; SMARTER Balanced Assessment System update; Key Shifts in Mathematics; and Title I Support to Improve Achievement in High-Poverty Schools.

Key Learning: Interest in CCSS implementation among statewide Title I leadership is high and challenges about implementing more rigorous programs for high need students is causing some concern. There are expectations among some participants that specific guidance on title I program considerations and funding uses will be available at a later time in the implementation.

	September 28, 2012
Present at Accord Charter School Conference 
	800 teachers and administrators from charters
CDE/SBE Team: Carrie Roberts, Cynthia Gunderson
	Present an overview of the CCSS, the Implementation Plan, and the professional learning modules for educators from Accord Charter Schools. 
  

	September 28, 2012
Present to Intersegmental Committee of the Academic Senates (ICAS)
	15 higher education faculty representatives
CDE/SBE Team: 
Deb Sigman, 
Sue Burr
	Presentation to the higher education faculty serving as representatives of the California Community Colleges, California State University, and University of California on strategies for engaging faculty in CCSS implementation and SMARTER Balanced Assessment roles.

 

	October 3, 2012
Present Secondary Literacy Webinar
	400 educators registered

CDE/SBE Team: Barbara Murchison, Carrie Roberts
	Presentation sponsored by the Secondary Literacy Partnership to provide secondary teachers and school teams with an overview of the CCSS for English Language Arts and Literacy in the Content Areas. 

Key Learning: Given the suspension of an annual Secondary Literacy Conference, secondary educators are interested in online learning opportunities related to CCSS instructional shifts.

	October 3, 2012
Attend “Supporting the Transition to Common Core Standards” session
	40 teachers from Sacramento area
CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell
	Sacramento County Office of Education sponsored series on introducing and examining areas of emphasis in the CCSS for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects. This session focused on developing strategies for Collaborative Conversation as reflected in the listening and speaking strand.

Key Learning: Teachers value collaborating with other teachers to better understand and develop instructional strategies for increasing students’ experiences for demonstrating the speaking and listening standards related to performance, collaboration, and links to reading and writing. 

	October 5, 2012
Present to San Ramon Valley Unified School District educators
	1500 educators  in the district

CDE/SBE Team: Barbara Murchison
	Provide an overview of common core implementation plan activities related to district priorities. 



	October 10, 2012

Present to annual Credential Analysts and Counselors of California Conference 
	100 counselors and credential analysts from across the state
CDE/SBE Team: 

Barbara Murchison, Carrie Roberts
	Share CCSS implementation resources and timelines with counselors and credential analysts at their annual conference. Credential Counselors & Analysts of California (CCAC) is a non-profit professional organization of credentialing personnel from universities, school districts and county offices of education in the state of California. The organization is dedicated to the dissemination of credential information and provides liaison services to agencies involved in the credentialing process for California school personnel.  The website and a member list serve are maintained to distribute time sensitive and important information.



	October 10, 2012

Joint Committee on Instructional Materials
	15 members representing various stakeholder organizations such as LEAs, professional organizations, publishers, etc.

CDE/SBE Team:  CFIRD, 
Kristen Brown, Jessica Barr, 
Joy Kessel, 
Jennifer Moreno
	Presentations on the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium, Statewide Pupil Assessment System reauthorization, mathematics adoption, ELD materials, ELA/ELD Curriculum Framework, Mathematics Curriculum Framework, Supplemental Instructional Materials Review, CDE CCSS Web page and Systems Implementation Significant Milestones, ELD Standards, and recent legislation.

	October 17, 2012

Learning Resources Display Centers (LRDC) Directors Meeting
	20 directors and representatives from LRDCs across the state

CDE/SBE Team:

CFIRD 

Joy Kessel
	Presentations on legislation, mathematics, Supplemental Instructional Materials Review, CDE CCSS Web page and Systems Implementation Significant Milestones, ELA, and ELD.

	October 29, 2012

Present to local school board trustees from Ventura County districts
	75 participants, representing local districts

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell
	Provide an overview of instructional shifts required in implementing the CCSS and suggest communication tools and strategies for use by local school board members. 
   

	October 30, 2012

Present at Bay Area Common Core Summit
	300 educators from the bay area

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell, Patrick Traynor, Bill Honig
	The Contra Costa County Office of Education hosted the San Francisco-Bay Area Common Core Summit to address next steps in implementation with a focus on policy, assessment, and specific instructional strategies and implications.

   

	October 31, 2012

Present to Advisory Commission on Special Education
	15 members of commission plus staff and legislative representatives

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell, Barbara Murchison
	Provide an overview of major instructional shifts of CCSS and information on resources and opportunities for input within the timeline of related activities to the Advisory Commission.
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