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	SUBJECT

Update on the Activities of the California Department of Education and State Board of Education Regarding Implementation of Common Core State Standards Systems.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This agenda item is the thirteenth in a series of regular updates to inform the State Board of Education (SBE) and public regarding Common Core State Standards (CCSS) systems implementation activities.

RECOMMENDATION

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE take action as deemed necessary and appropriate but recommends no specific action at this time.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

When the SBE adopted the CCSS with additions in 2010, these standards became the current subject-matter standards in English language arts and mathematics. The full implementation of these standards will occur over several years as a new system of CCSS-aligned curriculum, instruction, and assessment is developed. 
The CCSS Systems Implementation Plan for California, available on the CDE CCSS Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/, was jointly presented by the SBE and State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to the Governor and the California State Legislature in March 2012. A Web-based interactive timeline that provides detailed information regarding the statewide implementation projects included in the plan is available on the CDE CCSS Systems Implementation—Significant Milestones Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/tl/index.asp.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

July 2011-May 2013: The CDE presented to the SBE a series of regular updates on the implementation of the CCSS.
March 2012: The SBE unanimously voted to present, in partnership with the SSPI, the CCSS Systems Implementation Plan for California to the Governor and the California State Legislature thereby fulfilling the requirements of California Education Code Section 60605.8 (h). 
June 2011: Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr., SSPI Tom Torlakson, and SBE President Michael Kirst signed the memorandum of understanding for California’s participation as 

a governing state in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC). 

California was previously a participating state in the Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC). 
November 2010: The CDE presented to the SBE an update on the implementation of the CCSS. This update was provided at the joint meeting between the SBE and the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (See agenda at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/pn/ctcsbeagenda08nov2010.asp). 

August 2010: Pursuant to Senate Bill X5 1, the SBE adopted the academic content standards in English language arts and mathematics as proposed by the California Academic Content Standards Commission (ACSC); the standards include the CCSS and specific additional standards that the ACSC had deemed necessary to maintain the integrity and rigor of California’s already high standards. 

May 2009: The SSPI, the Governor of California, and the SBE President agreed to participate in the Council of Chief State School Officers and the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices initiative to develop the CCSS as part of California’s application to the federal Race to the Top grant.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

The cost of implementing the CCSS is significant, but will be offset by the improved efficiencies, benefits of shared costs with other states, and the shifting of current costs to CCSS activities. Currently, the CDE is providing free professional learning support via webinars and presentations and is providing ongoing guidance to the field for transitioning to the CCSS. In terms of instructional materials, costs will span multiple years but will be offset by access to a national market of materials and greater price competition in so long as California does not add state-specific evaluation criteria. Nonetheless, the implementation of new CCSS-aligned assessments, professional learning supports, and instructional materials will require a shifting and infusion of new resources.

ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1:
Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan Highlights: May–June 2013 (5 pages)
Attachment 2:
CCSS Implementation Outreach: State Board and Department of Education Activities (5 pages)
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Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan Highlights: May–June 2013 
1. Facilitate high quality professional learning opportunities for educators to ensure that every student has access to teachers who are prepared to teach to the levels of rigor and depth required by the CCSS.
· The California Department of Education (CDE) has released a new addition to the collection of Common Core State Standards (CCSS) professional learning modules (PLMs) for educators:
· Content Literacy for Technical Subjects: This module provides kindergarten through grade twelve educators with an overview of literacy strategies that directly support technical subjects through interactive engagement with academic discourse, as specified by the CCSS. The module contains units that promote understanding of the integration of reading and writing in technical subjects such as engineering, technology, design, and business, or technical aspects of wider fields of study, such as art and music, within the context of the College and Career Readiness Standards.
A total of six online PLMs are currently available for teachers to access independently or for schools or districts to use as facilitated professional learning. The PLMs were designed to deepen educators' understanding of the CCSS; instructional strategies to support the learning of all pupils, including English learners, pupils with disabilities, and underperforming pupils; and instructional strategies that promote creativity, innovation, critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration, and communication skills in all academic content areas.

The modules are located on the Brokers of Expertise (BoE) Web site located at http://www.myboe.org. The BoE Web site also offers resources and a platform for questions about the CCSS. Additional modules are being developed and will be available before September 2013. More information is available on the CDE Professional Learning Modules for Educators Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ccssplm.asp.
· In June, more than 300 representatives from California local educational agencies participated in two CDE-hosted events designed to provide educators with opportunities to share their local CCSS implementation work. Professional learning sessions and workshops, presented by educators currently implementing the CCSS, addressed:

· elementary and/or secondary instructional strategies 

· strategies for English learners, students with disabilities, and struggling readers

· strategies that support career and college readiness

· parent and community education regarding the CCSS

The Mathematics CCSS Showcase, held June 17, 2013, featured work that integrated the CCSS for Mathematical Content with the CCSS for Mathematical Practices, engaged attendees in activities that foster knowledge and pedagogy, and shared strategies to increase student engagement and learning.
The English Language Arts CCSS Showcase, held June 24, 2013, featured work that provided examples of how to build knowledge through content-rich nonfiction, addressed strategies for reading, writing, and speaking grounded in text evidence, and clarified instructional strategies for teaching complex text and academic language.
More information regarding these events is available on the BoE California’s CCSS Resources Web page at http://myboe.org/portal/default/Group/Viewer/GroupView?action=2&gid=1137. 
2. Provide CCSS-aligned instructional resources designed to meet the diverse needs of all students.

· An update on the status of the English Language Development Standards implementation plan for California is provided in Item 8.
· Information regarding the approval of Category 2 Mathematics Supplemental Instructional Materials is provided in Item 19.
· Information regarding the approval of non-Instructional Quality Commissioner Facilitators for the 2014 mathematics primary adoption of instructional materials is provided in Item 20.
3.
Develop and transition to CCSS-aligned assessment systems to inform instruction, establish priorities for professional learning, and provide tools for accountability.
· The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (Smarter Balanced) has placed online for public access a set of practice tests for grades three through eight and grade eleven. Practice tests are available in both English-language arts and mathematics for each grade. The practice tests are available on the CDE Smarter Balanced Practice Tests Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/practicetest.asp and include test questions with the same features that students will experience in 2014–15. Online access to the practice tests will not require a unique username and password, so schools and districts can use them for teacher training as well as discussions with parents, policymakers, and other interested stakeholders. Members of the public may also access the tests. There will be no immediate scoring of the tests, but scoring keys will be made available later in the year. 
· An update regarding the transition to the English Language Proficiency Assessments for California is provided in Item 9.
· An update regarding statewide assessment transition and Smarter Balanced assessment resources and development activities is provided in Item 5.
· An update regarding California’s participation in the National Center and State Collaborative is provided in Item 3.

4.
Collaborate with parents, guardians and the early childhood and extended     learning communities to integrate the CCSS into programs and activities beyond the K–12 school setting.
· CDE staff participated in the Best of Out-of-School-Time (BOOST) Conference held in Palm Springs, California, May 1–4, 2013. Staff presented the CDE After School Division’s strategic planning process, which includes the integration of the CCSS into after school programs. In addition, staff hosted a roundtable discussion providing guidance on aligning after school programs with the the five “Learning in After School and Summer” principles, which support student attainment of the CCSS by promoting learning that is active, cooperative, meaningful, supports mastery, and expands horizons. 

· The CDE has made available additional translations of several documents developed to communicate with parents regarding the CCSS. Three informational flyers regarding the CCSS and the parent flyer from the CCSS Systems Communications Toolkit for California are now available in the following languages:

· Arabic

· Armenian (Eastern)

· Armenian (Western)

· Chinese (simplified)

· Chinese (traditional)

· English

· Farsi (Persian)

· Hindi

· Hmong

· Japanese

· Khmer (Cambodian)

· Korean

· Lao

· Pilipino (Tagalog)

· Punjabi

· Russian

· Somali

· Spanish

· Ukrainian

· Vietnamese

These documents are available on the Students/Parents tab on the CDE CCSS Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/. 
In addition, the Parent Handbook developed by the California County Superintendents Educational Services Association (CCSESA) has been translated into 18 languages. These documents are available on the CCSESA Special Projects Web page at http://ccsesa.org/index/sp_CommonCoreStandards.cfm. 
5.
Collaborate with the postsecondary and business communities to ensure that all students are prepared for success in career and college.

· CDE staff presented information regarding California’s Career Technical Education (CTE) Model Curriculum Standards (MCS) at the National Career Cluster Institute held in Fort Worth, Texas, June 9–12, 2013. This event brought together educators from middle school, high school, postsecondary, school counseling, and state education leadership; experts on workforce development, business, and industry; and representatives from economic development. Participants of this event gain insight, hear strategies, and plan coordination efforts for the implementation of aligned educational delivery in communities and states. 
· Nearly 500 individuals have become trainers in the newly revised and approved CTE MCS. Eight trainings occurred throughout the state in April and May. Through a contract with the Yolo County Office of Education, a workgroup was formed comprised of leaders in curriculum and instruction, CTE, and CCSS implementation. This workgroup developed a six-hour training including an overview of the new standards as well as content, curriculum, and instructional strategies based on CTE MCS and the integration of the CCSS.  Participants committed to providing a minimum of two trainings during the next year and each received a certificate of completion as well as a flash drive loaded with all of the materials necessary to conduct thirteen hours of training for teachers.  

Participant evaluations of the trainings show enthusiastic support with an average overall rating of over four points on a five-point scale. The CDE is thankful for the support of the various training locations including the county offices of education in Yolo, Santa Clara, Los Angeles, Contra Costa, San Diego, and San Bernardino, and the North Orange County Regional Occupational Program, as well as the support from the California Association of Leaders for Career Preparation.

7.
Design and establish systems of effective communication among stakeholders to continuously identify areas of need and disseminate information.
· The CDE promotes new CCSS-related resources via the CDE CCSS Web page and listserv.
Summary of Web-based Outreach Data: 

	
	April
	May
	June

	Listserv Subscribers
	6,977
	7,260
	Available July 1

	Total Web Page Hits
	269,417
	313,284
	Available July 1


· A summary of select outreach and communications activities of the CDE and SBE is provided in Attachment 2 of this item. Additionally, CCSS implementation updates will be provided by the following guest speakers:
· Dave Gordon
Superintendent, Sacramento County Office of Education 
State & Federal Legislative Committee Chair, California County Superintendents Educational Services Association (CCSESA)
· Judy Flores
Assistant Superintendent, Shasta County Office of Education 

Chair, Curriculum Instruction Steering Committee (CISC), CCSESA 
· Gary Waddell
Deputy Superintendent, San Mateo County Office of Education

Chair Elect, CISC, CCSESA
· Sandra Thorstenson

Superintendent, Whittier Union High School District
Common Core State Standards Implementation Outreach

State Board and Department of Education Activities

Engage partners in facilitating two-way communication and leverage local and state implementation activities.

	Dates/Events
	Participants
	Description

	May 2, 2013

May 3, 2013

May 6, 2013

May 9, 2013

May 14, 2013

Train the Trainer: Career Technical Education Model Curriculum Standards

Los Angeles COE, Contra Costa COE, San Diego COE, Orange County ROP, San Bernardino COE
	60 participants including curriculum and instruction leaders, administrators, and lead teachers

CDE/SBE Team: Carolyn Zachry and leadership from Yolo County Office of Education (YCOE)
	Career Technical Education (CTE) Model Curriculum Standards Train the Trainers:  This six hour training prepared participants to present over 12 hours of training to CTE teachers on the CTE standards and Common Core State Standards (CCSS) alignment.

	May 13, 2013

Presentation on overview of Common Core Standards to Rescue Union School District
	50 parents and community members

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell


	Present an overview of the instructional shifts expected by the CCSS, provide examples of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (Smarter Balanced) sample items, and provide resources for parents.




	Dates/Events
	Participants
	Description

	May 14, 2013

Monthly SBAC update webinar to Education Coalition members
	10 participants
CDE/SBE Team: 

Deb Sigman, Jessica Valdez, Shelbi Cole,

Mathematics Director,

Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium


	Provide Smarter Balanced development update. Topics included a deeper look at the mathematics assessment item development process and key transition and Smarter Balanced development activities.  

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/sbac-pres.asp 

	May 14, 2013

Video Conference presentation to San Diego and Imperial  County Offices of Education
	30  BTSA Providers

CDE/SBE

Carrie Roberts
	Video conference presentation on the CCSS, Smarter Balanced practice items, and discussion about the implications for programs. 

	March 20 - May 17 2013

Observation visits to schools taking SBAC pilot tests
	Approximately 38 classes of students, elementary, middle and high school levels

CDE/SBE Team: 

22 staff from Assessment Development and Accountability Division, Communications, and Technology; SBE staff and Board Member 
	School visits to observe Smarter Balanced pilot testing in participating districts: San Juan Unified, Elk Grove Unified, River Delta Unified, Woodland Unified, Natomas Unified, Folsom-Cordova Unified, Sacramento City Unified, Twin Rivers Unified, Buckeye Union, Rescue Union, Mother Lode Union.  Staff and Board Member observed students taking the on-line pilot tests, talked with teachers and administrators, and shared notes on successes and challenges of the pilot testing process.


	Dates/Events
	Participants
	Description

	May 16-17, 2013

Collaborative meeting with CA County Superintendents Curriculum and Instruction Steering Committee (CISC)
	60 county office administrators and CDE staff

CDE/SBE Team: Deb Sigman, Keric Ashley, Jenny Singh, Jessica Valdez, Laura Watson, Phil Lafontaine, Nancy Brownell
	Provide updates on Assessment legislation and planning, Consequential Validity Study of Standardized Testing and Reporting, English Learner Assessment development timeline, Academic Performance Index considerations moving forward, Professional Learning Standards, Common Core Priorities emerging from the Curriculum and Instruction Steering Committee survey data, and Communication Strategies. 

	May 23, 2013

WebEx for San Mateo County educators
	100 teachers and administrators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Carrie Roberts, San Mateo County Office of Education
	Presentation on the Learning Progressions Professional Learning Module (PLM) for CCSS to explain how to use the module contents and activities online and for face to face presentations.

	June 11, 2013

Present to Education Coalition Liaisons 
	10 participants

CDE/SBE Team: Deb Sigman, Jessica Valdez
	Provide Smarter Balanced update including item key transition and Smarter Balanced development activities and overview of digital library development.



	June 11-12, 2013

Present to Shasta County Common Core Summer Institute
	200 teachers and administrators from Shasta County

CDE/SBE Team: Nancy Brownell and Shasta County Instructional Department Team
	Collaborate with Shasta County Leadership to provide Annual Common Core Summer Institute for teachers and administrators in the county. Topics include an overview of what is happening in California and across the country related to Common Core implementation, specific resources and priorities for implementing instructional shifts in mathematics and literacy, planning time to assess and develop local district and school implementation plans for 2013-14 school-year. 



	Dates/Events
	Participants
	Description

	June 13, 2013

Present to San Joaquin County Common Core Summer Institute
	300 teachers and administrators from San Joaquin County

CDE/SBE Team:   Nancy Brownell
	Present at the “Common Core Annual Summer Institute” sponsored by the San Joaquin County Office of Education. Provide an overview of CCSS implementation plan activities and resources, related SBE actions, and communication strategies. This institute features 2 keynote speakers: Nancy Brownell, Senior Fellow, SBE/CDE, Update on CCSS Implementation, and Susan Gendron, Senior Fellow, International Center for Leadership in Education. There are also 40 breakout sessions during the 2-day institute addressing current information about CCSS in English language arts, math, science/technical subjects, English language development, assessment, history/social studies, and preschool.


	June 14, 2013

Present to Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce
	50 members

CDE/SBE Team:

Ilene Straus, Nancy Brownell
	Present to the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce Education and Workforce Development Council. Panel conversation focused on college and career readiness, CCSS instructional shifts, Governor’s budget proposal, and communication strategies for business leaders to consider

	June 17, 2013

Host CCSS Mathematics Showcase
	150 teachers and administrators

CDE/SBE Team:  

Lupita Cortez Alcala, Phil Lafontaine, Emily Oliva
	CDE-hosted professional learning event to share strategies and classroom practices supporting the implementation of the CCSS for mathematics. Invited teams from across the state will participate in workshops that integrate CCSS math content and practices standards, engage in activities to increase knowledge and pedagogical learning, and share strategies to increase student engagement and learning.


	Dates/Events
	Participants
	Description

	June 24, 2013

Host CCSS ELA/Literacy Showcase
	150 teachers and administrators

CDE/SBE Team:   Lupita Cortex Alcala, Phil Lafontaine, Carrie Roberts, Roxane Fidler
	CDE-hosted professional learning event to share strategies and classroom practices supporting the implementation of the CCSS for ELA/literacy. Invited teams from across the state will participate in workshop sessions that build knowledge through nonfiction reading, gain strategies for reading writing and speaking grounded in textual evidence, and strategies for teaching complex text and academic language.
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