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	SUBJECT

Information on California’s Participation in the National Center and State Collaborative Alternate Assessment Curriculum and Instruction, Professional Development, and Assessment Activities for Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

On September 24, 2012, the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) joined as a Tier II state partner with the National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) project. The purpose of the NCSC is to build a complete system of curriculum and instructional resources, and an alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards aligned to Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in English-language Arts (ELA) and mathematics for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. Tier I core states are involved in the governance of the NCSC and have decision-making authority over the development of this system. Tier II states help develop an individualized plan to implement the professional development, curriculum, and instructional resources including formative assessment strategies and progress monitoring tools. This item provides an update on the NCSC’s approach to access the CCSS in a comprehensive system that incorporates evidence-based curriculum and instruction models, and produces formative, interim, and summative assessments for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. At the July 2013 State Board of Education (SBE) meeting, Rachel Quenemoen, NCSC project, will present an overview of the NCSC to the SBE (see Attachment 1).

RECOMMENDATION

This is the first presentation to the SBE since the SSPI joined the NCSC consortium. At this time, no specific action is recommended. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

The NCSC is a project led by the National Center on Educational Outcomes as the host and fiscal agent, along with the National Center for the Improvement of Educational Assessment; the University of Kentucky; University of North Carolina at Charlotte; 


edCount, LLC; and 26 states (15 Tier I core states and 11 Tier II affiliated states) to build an alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards aligned to CCSS in ELA and mathematics for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. This partnership allows the California Department of Education (CDE) to build upon its foundational work with students with the most significant cognitive disabilities, based on an understanding of how students develop competence in the academic domains that are defined in the CCSS. Information on California’s participation in the NCSC alternate assessment curriculum and instruction, professional development, and assessment activities for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities can be found in Attachment 2.
As described in Attachment 1, the NCSC’s approach incorporates evidence-based curriculum and instruction models to create formative, interim, and summative assessments. The curriculum component specifies what students should be taught and learn, and includes the CCSS, Core Content Connectors CCCs), and Graduated Understandings. The instruction component addresses how teachers will be involved in the teaching and learning of the standards, and includes grade-level model lessons, guidance in providing accommodations, and systematic instruction. 

The NCSC alternate assessments are being designed for a wide range of significant cognitive disabilities and will assess these students’ knowledge of mathematics and ELA in grades three through eight and grade eleven. The assessment component, if adopted by California, will address how student performance in lessons and the standards will be measured, including both formative and interim assessment models and a well-designed summative assessment.

The SSPI’s report, Recommendations for Transitioning California to a Future Assessment System, include developing or using multistate consortia alternate assessments in ELA, mathematics, and science for students with severe cognitive disabilities (SSPI Recommendation 5). The report can be found on the Statewide Pupil Assessment System Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/ab250.asp. These NCSC alternate assessments are expected to align with the technology systems being developed by the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium. A pilot test is anticipated in spring 2014 and a census field test and operational assessment will be ready for use by spring 2015 as described in Attachment 2. If the NCSC assessment is adopted, this would satisfy the development of the alternate assessments in ELA and mathematics for students with severe cognitive disabilities.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

None.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

None at this time. 


ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1: 
PowerPoint Overview of the National Center and State Collaborative Activities for Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities. 

(16 Pages)

Attachment 2: 
Update on California’s Participation in the National Center and State Collaborative Activities for Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities. (4 Pages)

Information on California’s Participation in the National Center and State Collaborative Activities for Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities

The National Center and State Collaborative Overview—The NCSC project, led by 5 national centers and 26 states, is building an alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities aligned to CCSS in ELA and mathematics in grades three through eight and once in high school. The goal of the NCSC project is to ensure that students with the most significant cognitive disabilities achieve increasingly higher academic outcomes and leave high school ready for postsecondary options. For more information, visit the California Department of Education (CDE) NCSC Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/cc/ or the national NCSC Web site at http://www.ncscpartners.org.
Overall NCSC Time Line

· August 2010: Submitted grants

· January 2011: Cooperative Agreement award

· January–December 2011: Finalize content model on Learning Progression Frameworks/CCSS, draft and prioritize CCCs, build model of curriculum/instruction materials, begin professional development Communities of Practice (CoPs)
· January–December 2012: Evidence-centered design phase on prioritized content (item specifications in design patterns, task templates), curriculum/instruction/professional development (C/I/PD), technical specifications

· January–December 2013: Item bank/item development, test design, item reviews, pre-pilot tryouts, and research

· May 2013: Preliminary test specifications, draft performance level descriptors 

· Fall 2013: Pre-pilot research, pilot design, implement C/I materials

· Spring 2014: Full pilot testing 

· Summer/fall 2014: Finalize blueprints, revise items, assemble forms, finalize administration training and supports

· Spring 2015: Full census field/operational administration of NCSC assessments

· Summer 2015: Set achievement levels

· October 1, 2015: Project funding ends

California NCSC Communities of Practice—Currently, approximately 90 special educators divided into three CoPs representing northern, southern, and central regions across California. A CoP is a group of educators across the state who inform the NCSC partners. The CoP members review and give feedback on draft professional development modules. The Webinars being reviewed include an overview of the NCSC, an introduction to mathematics and communications. These modules will assist educators to target instruction by promoting student understanding of the CCSS by: 

· Reflecting the learning progressions within and across grades
· Articulating the big ideas, learning targets, and related instructional content 

· Suggesting instructional strategies, scaffolds, and supports 

· Providing educators with easily understandable visual representations of the areas of curricular emphasis within and across grades 

All CoP member groups engage in monthly calls with their respective facilitators.  The facilitators are made up of nine representatives from Special Education Administrators of County Offices of Education (SEACO), the special education local plan areas (SELPA), and local educational agencies (LEAs). The facilitators also engage in a 
monthly two-hour conference call with the CDE representatives. Every month, the California NCSC (CA NCSC) lead submits all the information gathered to the NCSC partners. Below is a diagram showing the level of California involvement in the NCSC reviews.


Communication Flow of California Communities of Practice Communications
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By the end of June 2013, the CA NCSC CoP members will have reviewed and commented on five Webinars, including the NCSC orientation, mathematics part I and part II, and communication part I and part II. While the CA NCSC CoP Webinar review process is confidential, some of the Webinars are expected to go live within the next few months. Resources are listed below for use in engaging districts, schools, teachers, parents, and students in the NCSC work.

From June 2013 to September 2013, five CoP teachers, one CoP facilitator/SELPA Director, two CDE assessment staff, and one special education staff will participate in a series of NCSC content and bias reviews across the country. Beginning in summer of 2013, the CA NCSC CoP members will also participate in additional activities, including cognitive labs and small-scale item/lesson plan tryouts, item reviews, field tests, standard setting, and validity evaluation activities (focus groups). 


California National Center and State Collaborative State Advisory Group—Since January 2013, the CDE has held regular NCSC advisory group meetings. The CA NCSC Advisory Group is comprised of representatives from the following organizations: CDE, SELPA, SEACO, LEAs, Curriculum and Instruction Steering Committee of the County Superintendent’s Association, Advisory Commission on Special Education, and the Regional Assessment Network. The purpose of the Advisory Group is to advise the CDE about the implementation of the NCSC system in California.
California joined the NCSC Communication Dissemination Team—The CDE, the CA NCSC Advisory Group, and the CA NCSC CoP members, along with other national NCSC representatives, will offer feedback on how to best roll out all national NCSC communication efforts.

For further information about the CCSS and the NCSC system, please refer to the following resources:
· CDE CCSS and NCSC Web site 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/cc/. 
· NCSC Web site 

http://www.ncscpartners.org. 

· NCSC Wiki page

https://wiki.ncscpartners.org/mediawiki/index.php/Instructional_Resources#Curriculum_Resource_Guides
· NCSC Frequently Asked Questions

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/cc/ncscfaq.asp.
· CDE Special Education Division CCSS Resources Web site
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/cc/.
· CDE NCSC updates 

The CDE NCSC update is a quarterly e-mail that reports on current and upcoming NCSC development activities. To join the CDE NCSC e-mail list, send a blank e-mail to subscribe-ncsc@mlist.cde.ca.gov.
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