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	SUBJECT

California Long-term Assessment Plan. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

The California Department of Education’s (CDE) contract with Educational Testing Service (ETS) requires ETS to assist the State Board of Education (SBE) and the CDE in developing a long-term assessment plan. 

RECOMMENDATION

The CDE recommends that the SBE review A Long-Term Assessment Plan for the California Assessment System to facilitate transitioning California to a future assessment system. The CDE provides this plan to the SBE for discussion. No action is recommended at this time. 
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

California is on a course of change with the adoption of Common Core State Standards, becoming a governing member of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium, leadership by the Superintendent of Public Instruction in his January 2013 report to the legislature providing Recommendations for Transitioning California to a Future Assessment System, and drafting of A Long-Term Assessment Plan for the California Assessment System. This course of action reflects California’s goal to provide curriculum and instruction, professional development, and assessments that support teachers and student academic achievement. 

ETS, the CDE and the SBE have continuously worked on a long-term assessment plan as assessment demands have changed over the years. In 2002, the CDE and the SBE published a long-range assessment plan that facilitated the development of assessments currently administered by way of the Standardized Testing and (STAR) Reporting Program. In March 2006, the SBE approved the budget with ETS that included this planning task.

In preparation for this SBE item, the CDE presented A Long-Term Assessment Plan for the California Assessment System to the SBE assessment liaisons and SBE staff for review and feedback. That feedback is reflected in a June 2013 Information Memorandum and attached plan to the SBE and is posted at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/infomemojun2013.asp. 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

In July 2010, the SBE approved an extension of the STAR contract with ETS. The SBE directed ETS to develop a long-term strategic plan as part of the contract amendment.

In January 2002, the SBE was provided a long-term assessment plan. ETS was directed to work with the CDE and the SBE staff and testing liaisons on revisions to the long-term assessment plan as requested.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

None at this time. 

ATTACHMENT(S)

None.
