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	SUBJECT

The School of Arts and Enterprise: Consider a Material Revision of the Charter to Expand From Grades Nine Through Twelve to Grades Six Through Twelve.
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	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE
The School of Arts and Enterprise (SAE), (County-District-School Code 19 75697 1996693), a State Board of Education (SBE) authorized charter school, has requested a material revision of its charter to extend the grade levels served by the school, as provided in Attachment 3. The current charter authorizes SAE to serve 430 students in grades nine through twelve; the proposed program expansion to serve an additional 350 students in grades six to eight is consistent with the school’s plan, as stated in their 2011 renewal petition, to expand to a K-12 program within ten years. SAE would need to acquire additional facilities to accommodate the proposed program expansion. 

RECOMMENDATION
California Department of Education Recommendation

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE hold a public hearing to approve, with technical amendments as specified in Attachment 1 of Agenda Item 3 on the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools (ACCS) February 6, 2013, Meeting Notice, the request to revise SAE’s charter petition to add grades six through eight to the existing high school program, increase the school’s enrollment cap to 780 students, and allow the school to secure additional facilities effective July 1, 2013. Attachment 1 of Agenda Item 3 on the ACCS February 6, 2013, Meeting Notice for the ACCS Web page is located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-feb13item03.doc.  
The CDE will conduct a pre-opening site visit at least 30 days prior to the scheduled opening date for any new facility. Written authorization from the CDE would be required prior to the operation of any additional facility.
If the SBE approves SAE’s Material Revision, the CDE recommends that the SBE incorporate the SBE’s Conditions on Opening and Operation as set forth in Attachment 6 of Agenda Item 3 on the ACCS February 6, 2013, Meeting Notice for the ACCS Web page located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-feb13item03.doc.  
Advisory Commission on Charter Schools Recommendation

The ACCS met on February 6, 2013, and voted to recommend approval of the material revision request with technical amendments. The motion passed unanimously.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
On March 10, 2011, the SBE approved SAE’s charter renewal petition for five years with a projected enrollment of approximately 430 students in grades nine through twelve. SAE currently serves 414 students. The renewal petition specified that SAE intended to provide a seamless K-12 instructional program by launching an elementary and a middle school to serve Pomona students within a ten year time frame. Consistent with this goal, SAE submitted a material revision to the SBE on October 16, 2012, that proposes to add grades six through eight to the existing high school program. If granted, the proposed material revision would establish the first phase of the expansion outlined in the charter renewal petition through enrollment of approximately 350 students in grades six through eight.

In considering SAE’s material revision, the CDE staff reviewed the following:

· SAE current (2011) charter petition
· The proposed material revision, Attachment 3 of Agenda Item 3 on the ACCS February 6, 2013, Meeting Notice for the ACCS Web page located at http//www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-feb13item03a3.pdf.
· Academic performance data, Attachment 2 of Agenda Item 3 on the ACCS February 6, 2013, Meeting Notice for the ACCS Web page located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-feb13item03a2.xls. 
· The March 2011 provisions for renewal, the 2011–12 Annual Update, and the Student Achievement Plan (SAP) for the 2012–13 school year
The material revision petition describes a middle school program that dovetails with the instructional focus at the existing high school program. The proposed program would provide middle school students with an English-language arts and humanities curriculum, a Common Core State Standards aligned math program, Science Technology Engineering and Math (STEM) projects tied to grade level mathematics and science standards, and an Advisory course. The program would also provide exposure to arts fundamentals across the disciplines of performing, visual, and digital media arts. The program would mirror the project based approach of SAE’s high school program. A full analysis of the material revision petition is provided in Attachment 1 of Agenda Item 3 on the ACCS February 6, 2013, Meeting Notice for the ACCS Web page located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-feb13item03.doc.  
SAE reports that they have instituted a number of measures to support academic achievement of all students, since their March 2011 renewal. In the Annual Update submitted to the CDE in November 2012, SAE reports implementing data driven refinements that have bolstered academic success. Specifically, the school states that it has hired a data and instructional coach, implemented new benchmark assessments administered frequently enough to meaningfully modify and adapt instruction, and adopted standards-based Mastery Learning methodology and associated standards-based grading. The key aspects of Mastery Learning include transparent learning objectives for all assignments, opportunities for students to track and reflect upon progress, and multiple summative assessments as the primary factor for assigning academic grades. SAE has made personnel changes and provided professional development and coaching for selected staff members as a result of self-examination of their program effectiveness. SAE’s focus on changing and improving instructional practices for English learners (EL) has resulted in the addition of a new support class, staff training, improved evaluation of student data, and a refined EL redesignation process. SAE indicates they continue to forge academic partnerships with area colleges, business entrepreneurs, community leaders, and artists.

SAE was one of six schools that received a letter of concern from the CDE on November 1, 2012, related to academic performance. SAE did not meet their Academic Performance Index (API) growth targets; did not meet Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP); and had a 2012 Growth API score below the statewide performance goal of 800. SAE submitted a reasonably comprehensive SAP that outlines the corrective actions the school will employ to support academic achievement. The SAP details how the school will continue to utilize achievement data, provide staff development and mentoring support, expand academic intervention opportunities, and enable Mastery Learning. SAE has shown academic improvement as evidenced by the last three years of API growth data which show the school has made growth with all numerically significant subgroups. During this period of time, SAE’s schoolwide growth grew by an average of 25 points a year. Hispanic/Latino growth grew by an average of 27.7 points a year and English Learner (EL) growth grew by an average of 10 points a year. Data for 2010 and 2011 for Socioeconomically Disadvantaged Students shows average growth of 43 points a year. SAE moved from a 2010 Statewide Rank of two to a 2011 Statewide Rank of three; and when compared with 100 schools with similar challenges and opportunities, SAE has a Similar Schools rank of nine. SAE exceeded all 2012 AYP Graduation Rate Targets. SAE did experience API growth in 2011–12, however they did not meet the school’s growth target of five points. The data table included as Attachment 2 includes the public middle and high schools within PUSD. 
SAE’s Annual Update states that they met their internal California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) English passage rate goal and increased math passage rates, which are now within five percentage points of the school’s proposed goal. One hundred percent of SAE’s graduating students were accepted at a two or four year college in the Spring of 2012. SAE provided data which indicates they are meeting or exceeding four of the seven educational goals and student outcomes in the charter petition and are making steady progress on the other three goals. 
The CDE finds SAE has presented a reasonably comprehensive description of a middle school program that will enable progress toward the educational goals and student outcomes identified in the charter petition. The requested material revision seeks in part to strengthen academic achievement of all students through earlier intervention. SAE’s goal is to create a bridge for students entering the existing high school program so that they are prepared for a rigorous college preparatory curriculum that is delivered through real-world, inquiry-based projects. The CDE finds it reasonable that providing students with earlier access to the instructional model detailed in the material revision will promote a smooth transition into SAE’s high school program and strengthen the school’s ability to produce accomplished life-long learners through a project-based program with emphasis in arts and business. In turn, students should be better prepared for success in high school, college, and the workplace. SAE’s Course Catalog and Curriculum Guide 2012–13 is provided in Attachment 4 of Agenda Item 3 on the ACCS February 6, 2013, Meeting Notice for the ACCS Web page located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-feb13item03a4.pdf. 
SAE’s projections for revenues, expenditures, and fund balances appear sufficient. The CDE concluded that SAE’s multiyear budget which provides for the addition of grades six through eight appears to be fiscally viable. SAE’s five year budget is provided in Attachment 5 of Agenda Item 3 on the ACCS February 6, 2013, Meeting Notice for the ACCS Web page located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-feb13item03a5.xls. 
The CDE finds that SAE’s material revision meets the standards and criteria in Education Code (EC) Section 47605 and the 16 charter elements. The CDE recommends approval of the proposed middle school program. 

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
In 2002, the State Board of Education approved SAE to operate under the oversight of the SBE for a three-year charter term, which began in fall 2003. SAE’s charter petition was renewed by the SBE in 2006 and 2011 pursuant to EC Section 47605(k)(3). The school’s current charter term extends from July 1, 2011, through June 30, 2016.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
If approved, the CDE would continue to receive approximately 1 percent of SAE’s general purpose apportionment for CDE’s oversight activities. 
ATTACHMENT(S)
None
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