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	SUBJECT

Update on the Activities of the California Department of Education and State Board of Education Regarding Implementation of Common Core State Standards Systems.
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	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This agenda item is the fourteenth in a series of regular updates to inform the State Board of Education (SBE) and public regarding Common Core State Standards (CCSS) systems implementation activities.

RECOMMENDATION

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE take action as deemed necessary and appropriate but recommends no specific action at this time.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

When the SBE adopted the CCSS with additions in 2010, these standards became the current subject-matter standards in English language arts and mathematics. The full implementation of these standards will occur over several years as a new system of CCSS-aligned curriculum, instruction, and assessment is developed. 
The CCSS Systems Implementation Plan for California, available on the CDE CCSS Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/, was jointly presented by the SBE and State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to the Governor and the California State Legislature in March 2012. A Web-based interactive timeline that provides detailed information regarding the statewide implementation projects included in the plan is available on the CDE CCSS Systems Implementation—Significant Milestones Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/tl/index.asp.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

July 2011-July 2013: The CDE presented to the SBE a series of regular updates on the implementation of the CCSS.
March 2012: The SBE unanimously voted to present, in partnership with the SSPI, the CCSS Systems Implementation Plan for California to the Governor and the California State Legislature thereby fulfilling the requirements of California Education Code Section 60605.8 (h). 
June 2011: Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr., SSPI Tom Torlakson, and SBE President Michael Kirst signed the memorandum of understanding for California’s participation as 

a governing state in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (Smarter Balanced). 

California was previously a participating state in the Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC). 
November 2010: The CDE presented to the SBE an update on the implementation of the CCSS. This update was provided at the joint meeting between the SBE and the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (See agenda at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/pn/ctcsbeagenda08nov2010.asp). 

August 2010: Pursuant to Senate Bill X5 1, the SBE adopted the academic content standards in English language arts and mathematics as proposed by the California Academic Content Standards Commission (ACSC); the standards include the CCSS and specific additional standards that the ACSC had deemed necessary to maintain the integrity and rigor of California’s already high standards. 

May 2009: The SSPI, the Governor of California, and the SBE President agreed to participate in the Council of Chief State School Officers and the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices initiative to develop the CCSS as part of California’s application to the federal Race to the Top grant.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

The cost of implementing the CCSS is significant, but will be offset by the improved efficiencies, benefits of shared costs with other states, and the shifting of current costs to CCSS activities. Currently, the CDE is providing free professional learning support via webinars and presentations and is providing ongoing guidance to the field for transitioning to the CCSS. In terms of instructional materials, costs will span multiple years but will be offset by access to a national market of materials and greater price competition in so long as California does not add state-specific evaluation criteria. Nonetheless, the implementation of new CCSS-aligned assessments, professional learning supports, and instructional materials will require a shifting and infusion of new resources.

ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1:
Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan Highlights: July-August 2013 (5 pages)
Attachment 2:
CCSS Implementation Outreach: State Board and Department of Education Activities (5 pages)

[image: image20.png]


Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan Highlights: July--August 2013 
1. Facilitate high quality professional learning opportunities for educators to ensure that every student has access to teachers who are prepared to teach to the levels of rigor and depth required by the CCSS.
· The California Department of Education (CDE) has released two new additions to the collection of Common Core State Standards (CCSS) professional learning modules (PLMs) for educators:
· Assessment Literacy: This module provides an overview of the components of a balanced assessment system as applied to the CCSS. Assessment as an integrated part of the instructional cycle and the roles of both formative and summative assessments in that cycle are addressed. This module emphasizes the identification and effective use of a variety of classroom formative assessment strategies/techniques and the appropriate use of the resulting data to inform instructional decisions to improve student learning.
· Content Literacy in History/Social Studies, Kindergarten through Grade Five: This module provides elementary teachers, kindergarten through grade five, with information, strategies, exemplars, video vignettes, and resources to strengthen students’ informational literacy through reading, writing, listening, and speaking activities in the context of social studies. By increasing attention on literacy within the History/Social Studies curriculum, educators take an important step towards providing all students with the knowledge, skills, and dispositions for success in college, career, and civic life as engaged citizens in the 21st century.

A total of eight online PLMs are currently available for teachers to access independently or for schools or districts to use as facilitated professional learning. The PLMs were designed to deepen educators' understanding of the CCSS; instructional strategies to support the learning of all pupils, including English learners, pupils with disabilities, and underperforming pupils; and instructional strategies that promote creativity, innovation, critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration, and communication skills in all academic content areas.

The modules are located on the Brokers of Expertise (BoE) Web site located at http://ccssplm.myboe.org/. The BoE Web site also offers resources and a platform for questions about the CCSS. Additional modules are being developed and will be available before September 2013. More information is available on the CDE Professional Learning Modules for Educators Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ccssplm.asp.
· Building on the Curriculum Support and Reform Act of 2011 (California Assembly Bill 250) that required the CDE to oversee the development of PLMs that support teachers in delivering curriculum aligned to the CCSS to all pupils, the current California Budget apportioned $600,000 for the creation of CCSS PLMs for school administrators. While the CCSS professional learning modules required in AB 250 are for both teachers and administrators, they are geared towards instruction in a classroom. The site administrator will benefit from modules geared directly toward the leadership position and based on school-wide program needs. The selection of topics is in committee, but may include:

· Strategies that assist site administrators in the implementation of the CCSS including shared leadership, maximizing school funds, use of student data, etc.

· Provide for instructional strategies that promote creativity, innovation, critical thinking, problem solving while implementing the CCSS. 

· Strategies to infuse Professional Learning Communities as a vehicle for collaboration among teachers and change in the school curriculum and culture based upon the CCSS. 

· Identifying and ensuring that CCSS differentiated instructional strategies are taking place for students with disabilities, English learners, students in gifted and talented education programs, and other students.

· Understanding and promoting best practices and strategies including clinical and diagnostic approaches to improve instructional practices school-wide.

· Using the CCSS as a tool for coaching instructional staff in need of improvement.
2. Provide CCSS-aligned instructional resources designed to meet the diverse needs of all students.

· On July 1, 2013, the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) held a virtual forum to create a work group for interested states on state review processes for CCSS-aligned textbooks. This work group explores the possibility of states sharing criteria for rubrics for CCSS-aligned textbooks, developing or sharing training materials on the Publishers’ Criteria for district and school leaders, creating a private, shared space where states could share their individual reviews of textbooks, and other topics of interest to states. This work group is intended to inform individual state actions and will not produce a single, national rubric or resource on textbooks aligned to the CCSS. The CCSSO sees California as one of several states having already developed high-quality rubrics for evaluating materials. Two in-person meetings may be held over the next six to nine months, and other interactions will be virtual. 

· CDE staff attended Achieve’s meeting on the Educators Evaluating Quality Instructional Products (EQuIP) project and open educational resources (OER) on July 11, 2013. The objectives of the meeting were to share information about ways that educators are presently using the EQuIP and OER rubrics, both separately and in concert, along with discussing recommendations for strengthening the alignment between these rubrics, with regards to their use and/or guidance for states to use them in concert to identify a blend of traditional and digital materials. Below are links to the EQuIP Mathematics and English language arts (ELA)/Literacy Rubrics, along with the Achieve OER Rubrics:
· EQuIP Rubric for Lessons & Units: Mathematics: http://www.achieve.org/files/EQuIPmathrubric-06-17-13.pdf
· EQuIP Rubric for Lessons & Units: ELA/Literacy:
http://www.achieve.org/files/EQuIP-ELArubric-06-24-13-FINAL.pdf 
· EQuIP Rubric for Lessons & Units: ELA/Literacy Grades K-2:
http://www.achieve.org/files/K-2ELALiteracyEQuIPRubric-06-24-13-FINAL.pdf 
· Achieve OER Rubrics:
http://www.achieve.org/files/AchieveOERRubrics.pdf 
· On July 18 and 19, 2013, CDE staff trained approximately 60 teachers, administrators, and content experts to review instructional materials for English language development (ELD) specifically created to help bridge the gap from the 1999 ELD Standards to the California English Language Development Standards (CA ELD Standards) adopted by the State Board of Education (SBE) in November 2012. The new CA ELD Standards are closely aligned to the CCSS for ELA and Literacy. This supplemental instructional materials review, though not an adoption, will allow teachers and students to access content that has been designed to focus on the key shifts identified in the new standards. Reviewers will evaluate the materials through the summer, reconvene in November to discuss the 12 programs submitted for review, and report their recommendations to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI). The SSPI will make his recommendations to the SBE for action in the spring of 2014.

· An update regarding the 2013 revision of the Mathematics Framework for California Public Schools: Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve is provided in Item 2. 

· An update on the status of the CA ELD Standards implementation plan is provided in Item 9.
3.
Develop and transition to CCSS-aligned assessment systems to inform instruction, establish priorities for professional learning, and provide tools for accountability.
· CDE staff participated in the CCSSO Transitioning to New Assessments Meeting in Chicago, IL on August 21–22, 2013. The California team had the opportunity to collaborate with national experts to dig deeply into the technical and policy issues states face in transitioning from current state exams to common college and career ready assessments.
· An update regarding statewide assessment transition and Smarter Balanced assessment resources and development activities is provided in Item 3.
6. 
Seek, create, and disseminate resources to support stakeholders as CCSS systems implementation moves forward.
· Education trailer bill AB 86 (Chapter 48, Statutes of 2013) provides for the apportionment of funds to support statewide implementation of the CCSS. The CCSS implementation funds may be expended for any of the following purposes:
· Professional development for teachers, administrators, and paraprofessional educators or other classified employees involved in the direct instruction of pupils that is aligned to the academic content standards.
· Instructional materials aligned to the academic content standards.
· Integration of the academic content standards through technology-based instruction, including expenditures necessary to support the administration of computer-based assessments.

More information regarding the apportionment and expenditure of these funds, including frequently asked questions (FAQs), is available on the CDE Common Core Implementation Funds Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/ca/commoncore.asp. 
· The CDE has developed an online CCSS implementation guide to assist local educational agencies (LEAs) in local plan development. It includes numerous suggestions and resources organized by the seven guiding strategies of the CCSS Systems Implementation Plan for California. The guide, available on the CDE CCSS Systems Implementation Guide Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ccssguide.asp, will be updated regularly as new resources become available.
7.
Design and establish systems of effective communication among stakeholders to continuously identify areas of need and disseminate information.
· The CDE promotes new CCSS-related resources via the CDE CCSS Web page and listserv.
Summary of Web-based Outreach Data: 

	
	June
	July
	August

	Listserv Subscribers
	6,977
	7,782
	Available September 1

	Total Web Page Hits
	269,417
	265,184
	Available September 1


· A summary of select outreach and communications activities of the CDE and SBE is provided in Attachment 2 of this item.
Common Core State Standards Implementation Outreach

State Board and Department of Education Activities

Engage partners in facilitating two-way communication and leverage local and state implementation activities.
	Dates/Events
	Participants
	Description

	July 17, 2013

Regional Assessment Network Meeting
	Regional County Office of Education Assessment Liaisons

California Department of Education (CDE) Staff from various Divisions
	Presented an update on key transition and Smarter Balanced Assessment development activities including: potential double-testing flexibility for the spring 2014 Field Test, recent assessment transition legislative activity, recently released Smarter Balanced resources, and selection of educators for participation in upcoming Smarter Balanced development activities.



	July 18, 2013

Policy Analysis for California Education Pre-K—3 Common Core State Standards meeting
	15 stakeholders from the Pre-K and K-12 communities

CDE/SBE Team: 

Michael Kirst, Barbara Murchison
	Facilitated a discussion regarding the alignment of pre-kindergarten programs with K—12 programs to both support the implementation of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and strengthen pre-kindergarten programs.



	July 22, 2013

Presentation to Arts Academy with the Sacramento County Office of Education (SCOE) Leadership Institute
	50 teachers from grades K-12
 CDE/SBE Team: Carrie Roberts


	Presented instructional strategies for integrating the visual and performing arts and the CCSS.


	Dates/Events
	Participants
	Description

	July 25, 2013

Smarter Balanced Update for Education Coalition (EDCO) Liaisons 
	Education Coalition Smarter Balanced Liaisons

California Department of Education (CDE) Statewide Assessment Transition Office

CDE Team: 

Rodney Okamoto and Deborah Baumgartner
	Presented an update on key transition and Smarter Balanced Assessment development activities including: potential double-testing flexibility for the spring 2014 Field Test, recent assessment transition legislative activity, recently released Smarter Balanced resources, and selection of educators for participation in upcoming Smarter Balanced development activities.



	August 5-7, 2013

Stanford Center for Opportunity Policy in Education (SCOPE) Performance Design Institute, Stanford University
	Multi-state teams  involved in the Innovation Lab Network invited   

CDE Team: 

Jessica Valdez,

Linda Hooper,

Jamie Contreras,

Jane Liang,

Michelle Magyar,

Emily Oliva,

Carrie Roberts,

Mary Rice,

Roxane Fidler


	Participated in the Performance Assessment Design Institute, providing state assessment developers and partners with a range of opportunities to develop performance assessments aligned with new content standards and individual state’s focus. Participants gained actionable plans and tools that advance the work of CDE.


	Dates/Events
	Participants
	Description

	August 5-7, 2013

Presentation to Region 1 Summer Unit Planning for Implementation of the CCSS Academy, Lake and Humboldt County Offices of Education
	200 educators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell
	Provide an update on recent CCSS implementation activities of the CDE and SBE.   

	August 6, 2013

California Teachers Association (CTA) Summer Institute
	Educators from across the state

CDE/SBE Team:

Deb Sigman
	Presented an update on Smarter Balanced work in progress at the annual CTA Summer Institute.

	August 8, 2013

Presentation on multi-year planning priorities for common core implementation, Lake Tahoe Unified School District
	30 district administrators and local governing board

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell
	Present to district leadership to review the context of educational policy changes in motion and discuss

CCSS implementation plan strategies focused on professional development, collaboration, assessment and communication.




	Dates/Events
	Participants
	Description

	August 9, 2013

Presentation on instructional shifts and learning expectations of CCSS  for Balboa Elementary staff and parents
	40 teachers and administrators and parent leadership council

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell
	Present update on CCSS implementation resources and strategies related to instructional shifts and student assessments for school staff and parents. 



	August 16, 2013

Present to Categorical Programs Directors Meeting
	40 Categorical Programs Directors

CDE/ SBE Team: 

Tom Adams, 
Joy Kessel, 
Cheryl Tiner
	Presentations regarding instructional materials adoptions and utilization of Common Core implementation funds.

	August 21-22, 2013

Participate in Implementing Common Core Standards State Collaborative (CCSSO)
	Multi-state CCSSO meeting on implementation topics

CDE/ SBE Team: Deb Sigman, Diane Hernandez, Jessica Valdez, John Boivin, Nancy Brownell, Barbara Murchison
	Discussion-based time with national experts to dig deeply into the technical and policy issues states face in transitioning from current state exams to common college and career ready assessments.




	Dates/Events
	Participants
	Description

	August 28, 2013

Presentation on    multi-year planning priorities for common core implementation, Del Norte Unified School District
	100 district teachers and administrators  

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell
	Present to district teachers and administrators to review the context of educational policy changes in motion and discuss CCSS implementation plan strategies focused on professional development, collaboration, assessment and communication.
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