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	SUBJECT

Recommendation of a Method to Emphasize Student Mastery of Standards in Science and Social Science Through the Public School Accountability System or by Other Means as Required by Education Code Section 52052.9. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

California Education Code (EC) Section 52052.9 states that on or before October 1, 2013, the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) shall report to the Legislature and recommend to the State Board of Education (SBE) for adoption a method or methods for increasing the emphasis on pupil mastery of standards in science and social science through the public schools accountability system or by other means. 
RECOMMENDATION
The California Department of Education (CDE) is recommending that the SBE approve the concept of using the School Quality Snapshot (SQS) report as a way to highlight student mastery of standards in science and social sciences (See Attachment 1).
The following data elements are examples of how the high school SQS can be modified to emphasize science and social sciences:
· Percent of students schoolwide enrolled in an Advanced Placement (AP) science or history-social science course(s) for the school year
· Percent of students schoolwide enrolled in honors courses in science or history-social science for the school year
· Percent of students schoolwide who participate in an International Baccalaureate Program for the school year
· Percent of students in the graduating class who complete science or history-social science courses beyond the state standard graduation requirements 
· Inclusion of specific awards, for example the “Civic Learning Award” 
· Inclusion of the civics and the science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) Exemplary Awards (Note: The Distinguished School Awards Program currently includes signature practices for civics and STEM. Beginning in 2014–15, Exemplary Awards will be granted based on these signature practices.)
Pending the outcome of current legislation, the CDE will bring forth an SBE item to discuss increasing the weights of science and history-social science test results in the Academic Performance Index (API).
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
Currently, one of the ways the importance of student mastery in science and social science is made visible is through the inclusion of science and history assessment results in the state accountability system or the API. The following table shows the relative emphases (for these two content areas) in the API for the most common school grade spans. These emphases or weights suggest the significance of science and history-social science within the API. 
	Grade Span
	Science

Weight
	History-

Social Science Weight

	K–5
	5.9%
	(Not Applicable)

	K–8
	6.5%
	3.2%

	6–8
	7.1%
	7.1%

	9–12
	22.9%
	13.9%


In August and October of 2010, the Public Schools Accountability Act (PSAA) Advisory Committee discussed the possibility of increasing the weight of science and social science California Standards Test (CST) results in the API, but recommended to the Legislature not to increase their weights because of the significant budget reductions incurred by districts and schools. 

In January 2013, the SSPI recommended, in a report to the Governor and the State Legislature, to suspend specific STAR Program assessments to prepare for a new assessment system. Assembly Bill (AB) 484 implements the SSPI’s recommendation to suspend all assessments not required by federal law or used for the Early Assessment Program, which signifies the suspension of all end-of-course science and history-social science Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program assessments. It also contains the proposal to have certain STAR Program test forms available if a school district or charter school chooses to administer the suspended assessments. AB 484 does not change the implementation of the California High School Exit Examination.  
AB 484 also contains the plan to implement new science assessments (pending adoption of the Next Generation Science Standards) beginning in the 2016–17 school year and the plan to develop subject area assessments not required by federal law, which includes history-social science.
Since the transitioning phase from the STAR Program to the new assessments is still in process and full implementation of the new assessments is several years out, the CDE proposes using the SQS as a method to continue to drive the importance of mastering science and history-social science using available data. 

The current SQS was first introduced with the release of the 2012 accountability reports. It was developed to capture school success and provide, in an easy to understand graphical format, measures of student learning, including accountability, demographics, and assessment results. SQS reports are generated for every school that receives an API and has more than ten students enrolled.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
N/A
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
Costs associated with revising the SQS to incorporate measures of science and social science is included in the Analysis, Measurement, and Accountability Reporting Division’s budget.
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