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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
September 2013 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Forestville Union Elementary School District to waive California Education Code Section 37202, the equity length of time requirement for transitional kindergarten and kindergarten programs at Forestville Union Elementary School.
Waiver Number: 28-5-2013

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Consent




	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends approval of the waiver with conditions. The local educational agency (LEA) will provide an update by

October 1, 2013, to all families of Forestville Union Elementary School, explaining the waiving of California Education Code (EC) Section 37202(a) allowing transitional kindergarten (TK) students to attend school for fewer minutes than kindergarten students. Also, the local school board will provide an agenda item at their October 2013 school board meeting to explain the waiver of EC Section 37202(a) and to inform the public. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Forestville Union Elementary School District (FUESD) is requesting to waive EC Section 37202, the equity length of time requirement for TK and kindergarten programs. EC Section 37202 requires that all students at a given grade level in a district receive "an equal length" of instructional time. The minimum length of instructional time that must be offered to constitute a school day for kindergarten students is 180 minutes. The maximum school day in kindergarten is four hours (EC 46110). 
FUESD is not a participant in extended-day kindergarten classes that are operated as part of an early primary program (pursuant to EC 8970-8974) which allows kindergarten to exceed the four-hour maximum instructional day otherwise applicable to them (pursuant to EC 46111). The longer kindergarten day was a local decision.

FUESD is located in Forestville, California and is a small rural single school district with 375 students in pre-kindergarten through grade eight. The TK students attend school daily for the minimum length of time (180 minutes) and the kindergarten students attend school daily for 385 minutes. As the district established TK for the first time this year, the kindergarten and TK teachers asked for clarity from their Interim Superintendent regarding TK program implementation. The district was informed by their local county office that the attendance time for TK had to be equal to that of the kindergarten classes. The Interim Superintendent contacted the CDE and this information was confirmed. The district leadership and parents agree that the shorter day is

developmentally appropriate for the TK students.

Because this is a general waiver, if the SBE decides to deny the waiver, it must cite one of the seven reasons in EC 33051(a), available at http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=33001-34000&file=33050-33053
Demographic Information: Forestville Union Elementary School District has a student population of 375 and is located in a rural city in Sonoma County. 

Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050
Period of request: July 1, 2013, through June 30, 2014
Local board approval date(s): May 9, 2013
Public hearing held on date(s): May 9, 2013
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): May 2, 2013
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Ramona Robertson, President, Forestville Teacher’s Association

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose: 

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (posted in three places and on the schools’ website)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: District Advisory Committee (which also serves as SSC)
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: May 2, 2013
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval of this waiver would have no known fiscal impact.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:  Forestville Union Elementary School District General Waiver Request 

  (2 pages) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office)
California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General

CD Code: 4970680

Waiver Number: 28-5-2013

Active Year: 2013
Date In: 5/28/2013 10:11:26 AM
Local Education Agency: Forestville Union Elementary School District 
Address: 6321 Highway 116
Forestville, CA 95436
Start: 7/1/2013

End: 6/30/2014
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 

Waiver Topic: Equity Length of Time
Ed Code Title: Equity Length of Time 

Ed Code Section: 37202
Ed Code Authority: 33050

Ed Code or CCR to Waive: "...the governing board of a school district shall maintain all of the elementary day schools established by it for an equal length of time during the school year and all of the day high schools established by it for an equal length of time during the school year."
Outcome Rationale: We have a small rural single school district that serves 375 students in pre-K through 8th grade.  We only have 2 - 3 students eligible for transitional kindergarten (TK) each year.  Our regular kindergarten class is from 8:30 to 2:55 each day.  We would like to have our TK program be contained within the two kindergarten classes each day from 8:30 to 11:30 each day.  We have offered a partial day 180 minute program for TK students this year and did not know the program was supposed to be the same length of day as our regular K program.  We will provide developmentally appropriate curriculum and activities for the TK students in the regular K classes each day.  We are currently studying TK and would like to have next year to fine-tune the program.

Student Population: 375
City Type: Rural
Public Hearing Date: 5/9/2013
Public Hearing Advertised: Posted in three locations around the district with the regular board agenda
Local Board Approval Date: 5/9/2013
Committee/Council Reviewed By: District Advisory Committee (which also serves as SSC)
Committee/Council Reviewed Date: 5/2/2013
Committee/Council Objection: N
Committee/Council Objection Explanation: 

Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Dr. Scott Mahoney
Position: Interim Superintendent
E-mail: smahoney@forestvilleusd.org
Telephone: 707-887-2279 x7701
Fax: 707-887-2185
Bargaining Unit Date: 05/02/2013

Name: Forestville Teacher's Association (FTA)

Representative: Ramona Robertson

Title: FTA President

Position: Support

Comments
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