dsib-adad-jan14item04

Page 4 of 4

	California Department of Education

Executive Office

SBE-003 (REV. 09/2011)

dsib-adad-jan14item04
	 ITEM # 04 

	[image: image1.png]





             
	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JANUARY 2014 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Update on Statewide Assessment Transition Activities, including Assessment, Technology, and Data Management.

	
	Action

	
	
	Information

	
	
	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This item reflects the collaboration of the California Department of Education’s (CDE’s) Assessment Development and Administration Division, the Special Education Division, and the Education Data Management Division.
Implementation of the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 
Assembly Bill (AB) 484 established the Measurement of Academic Performance and Progress that is hereafter referred to in this item as the California Assessment of Performance and Progress (CAASPP). 

With the signing of AB 484 in October 2013, the CDE is transitioning to a new statewide student assessment system, the CAASPP, which succeeds the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program. Among the mandates set forth in the new law is the requirement that local educational agencies (LEAs) participate in the Smarter Balanced Field Test, which will take place from March 18 through June 6, 2014. This item provides an update on CDE efforts to ensure compliance with this new law, including an update on preparations for the spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test (see Attachment 1). 
National Center and State Collaborative 
The National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) is a multistate assessment consortium working to build an alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards and linked to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for students with significant cognitive disabilities. Additionally, NCSC has developed curriculum, instructional strategies, and professional development support for teachers of students with significant cognitive disabilities. 
NCSC is led by five centers and 26 states, including California. California joined NCSC in September 2012 and has committed to participate in the 2014 NCSC Pilot Test. It is anticipated that the NCSC operational assessment will be available to states beginning the 2014–15 school year. A decision as to California’s participation in further NCSC assessments will be determined at a later date. Eligible California students with significant cognitive disabilities will continue to be assessed with the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) until an alternate assessment is implemented.

On November 25, 2013, the CDE informed LEAs and county offices of education of the implementation of the NCSC Pilot Test. NCSC is recruiting California schools that serve students with significant cognitive disabilities to participate in the NCSC Pilot Test. The target number of students participating is expected to be 16,500. All registration activities will be completed by the end of January 2014. Pilot testing is tentatively scheduled to occur February through April 2014. Further information about the NCSC alternate assessment is available at http://www.ncscpartners.org/. 
RECOMMENDATION
This item is for information only. No specific action is recommended.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 
California adopted the CCSS for English–language arts (ELA) and mathematics in August 2010 and joined the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium as a governing state in June 2011. In response to California Education Code Section 60604.5, in January 2013, the State Superintendent of Public Instruction provided the Legislature with recommendations for transitioning California to a new assessment system. In February 2013, AB 484 was introduced by Assembly Member Susan Bonilla. Co-authored by Senator Darrell Steinberg and sponsored by State Superintendent Tom Torlakson, AB 484 addressed the need for a new statewide assessment system to support the full implementation of the CCSS. AB 484 was signed by Governor Brown on October 2, 2013, and establishes the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) assessment system. The full text of AB 484, as chaptered in law, can be accessed online through the California Legislative Information Web site at http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billSearchClient.xhtml. 
National Center and State Collaborative
As a requirement of the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act, states must measure student academic performance with assessments and may develop an alternate assessment on alternate academic achievement standards for students with significant cognitive disabilities. NCSC is working to ensure that students with significant cognitive disabilities achieve higher academic outcomes and leave high school ready for postsecondary opportunities. In January 2011, the U.S. Department of Education awarded NCSC a General Supervision Enhancement Grant to develop a new assessment system for those students. In September 2012, California became one of 26 states within the NCSC consortium. The NCSC grant runs through October 2015. 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

In November 2013, the CDE provided the State Board of Education (SBE) with highlights of AB 484, information on the availability of the Smarter Balanced Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines, an update on the Technology Readiness Tool, an update on changes to the new registration system on the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS), and an update on collaboration activities of the CDE and the K–12 High Speed Network. 
In September 2013, the CDE presented information to the SBE on Smarter Balanced assessment development activities, including legislative developments, findings from the CDE Technology Preparedness Survey; a report on research regarding the costs of statewide student testing; research regarding computer-based versus paper-based testing, an update on the draft Accessibility and Accommodations Guidelines; development activities for the spring 2014 Field Test; and a comparison of costs for the development and administration of the ELA and mathematics portions of the STAR Program and the Smarter Balanced assessment system.

In July 2013, the SBE received an update from the CDE on Smarter Balanced assessment development activities, including the release of Practice Tests, feedback from CDE staff observations of the spring 2013 Pilot Test, California educator involvement in item development activities and Digital Library development activities, available resources to help gauge the technology readiness of LEAs, and initial cost estimates for implementing the Smarter Balanced system of assessments. 

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
Provisions of Assembly Bill 484 require that, for the 2013–14 school year, the STAR contract be amended to administer CAASPP and that cost savings from the suspension of certain STAR assessments be used to fund the spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test. 

In October 2013, the CDE submitted a legislative budget change proposal to the Department of Finance estimating costs for the full implementation of the new CAASPP assessment system beginning in fiscal year 2014–15, including any future implementation of a new alternate assessment, such as NCSC. 

ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1: Smarter Balanced Assessment Development Activities (5 Pages)
Smarter Balanced Assessment Development Activities

Spring 2014 Field Test Preparation Activities

The administration of the spring 2014 Field Test will take place March 18 through    June 6, 2014. In November 2013, the California Department of Education (CDE) and Educational Testing Service (ETS) released specific testing window assignments to schools in California. Each school has been assigned a six-week window in which to administer the test. In response to interest expressed by local educational agencies (LEAs) for students to experience Field Test items from both content areas (English–language arts and mathematics), the Field Test assessment plan was adjusted so only five percent of students will take Field Test items from one content area and 95 percent of students will take Field Test items from both content areas. All students will still take only one performance task in one content area.
The Field Test is to be administered to all students in grades three through eight. In grades nine and ten, only students in a small number of schools selected for the scientific sample will participate. In grade eleven, only students selected for the scientific sample are expected to participate, but all students beyond the scientific sample are encouraged to participate. Students exempt from participating in the Field Test are (1) students who will participate in the California Alternate Performance Assessment; and (2) for the English language–arts portion of the Field Test only, English learners who have been attending school in the U.S. for less than 12 months. 

In October 2013, the CDE published questions and answers to assist LEAs in preparing for the Smarter Balanced Field Test. This Web page, which is updated regularly, can be accessed at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/smarterftqa.asp. This Web page provides answers to questions about requirements and expectations of LEAs’ participation in the spring 2014 Field Test. 

Smarter Balanced Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines
In December 2013, Smarter Balanced released frequently asked questions (FAQs) to accompany its Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines. The purpose of these FAQs is to assist district and school staff in their understanding of the universal tools, designated supports, and accommodations available to students taking the Smarter Balanced assessments. The Guidelines document is intended for use beginning with the spring 2014 Field Test. The complete Guidelines and accompanying FAQs are available on the CDE Smarter Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/smarterbalanced.asp. 

Smarter Balanced Field Test Administration Manual and Field Test Coordinator Manual

By early February 2014, the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium is expected to release the online Test Administration Manual (TAM) and online Test Coordinator Manual (TCM). The TAM is intended primarily for test administrators who will administer the Field Test in their schools. The manual provides information on policies and procedures for the spring 2014 Field Test as well as screenshots and step-by-step instructions on how to administer the Field Test. The TCM is intended primarily for district and school testing coordinators who will play an active role in managing the Field Test administration in their schools. The TCM provides information on test security and test administration policies and describes the responsibilities of each role in the online testing system. 

Training Modules for California Local Educational Agencies
To support California LEAs in preparing for the spring 2014 Field Test, ETS—in coordination with the CDE, Smarter Balanced, and other CDE contractors—is presenting a series of training modules for California’s LEAs, including such topics as the Smarter Balanced Practice Tests, technology requirements for online testing, performance tasks, test registration system, test administrator interface, student interface, and accessibility and accommodations. These training modules target various audiences from teachers to administrators and provide a wide range of support relating to the preparation for the administration of the Field Test. The training modules will be presented as a combination of in-person regional workshops throughout the state and Webinars that will be available at http://www.startest.org/workshop.html. 

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Technology Update

The CDE supports LEAs in their preparation for the transition to the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP), including the administration of the Smarter Balanced assessments and implementation of computer-based and adaptive testing. The CDE is assisting LEAs to prepare for the transition through the following activities:

1. Technology Readiness Tool

On November 21, 2013, State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson and State Board of Education (SBE) President Michael Kirst sent a joint letter to county and district superintendents and charter school administrators, encouraging the completion of the Technology Readiness Tool (TRT). LEAs were urged to complete the TRT so they would be in the best position possible to make informed decisions on how to leverage Common Core implementation funds, how to address integrated technology plan decisions, and how to structure critical interdepartmental conversations about those topics. The letter is available on the CDE Letters Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/el/le/yr13ltr1121.asp. 

Since the September 2013 SBE meeting, the CDE has conducted four Webinars to assist LEAs with the TRT:

· September 16, 2013, Webinar titled “Technology Readiness Tool.” The Webinar provided high–level specifications and a walk–through process for preparing LEAs for the December 13, 2013, data snapshot. The Webinar is available on the CDE TRT Webinar Recording – September 2013 Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/sbac-trt-video-sep2013.asp.

· November 4, 2013, Webinar titled “Smarter Balanced Technology Readiness.” The Webinar provided information on assessment requirements, technology readiness, and preparing for online testing. The Webinar is available on the CDE Smarter Balanced Tech Readiness Webinar – Nov 2013 Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/techreadiness-nov2013.asp.

· November 14, 2013, Webinar titled “Transition to a New Assessment System: Focus on Charter Schools.” The Webinar, specifically designed for charter schools, provided information from the two Webinars mentioned above. This Webinar will be available on the CDE Web site at a future date.

· December 9, 2013, Webinar titled “Is Your Technology Ready for the Common Core Assessment?” This Webinar is designed to prepare districts to complete the TRT and to better understand the implications of “readiness” from the state, regional, county, local, and school levels. This Webinar will be available on the CDE Web site at a future date.

The TRT is continually open for LEAs to submit new or updated data. “Snapshots” will be taken twice annually through 2014 and are used for displaying LEA Progress Reports and District Summary Reports. A snapshot of the data was taken on  December 13, 2013. CDE staff will provide additional information about this most recent snapshot report during the technology update at the January 2014 State Board of Education meeting. 

The next snapshot will be taken on June 13, 2014. The last and final TRT snapshot will be taken on August 18, 2014.

2. California K–12 High Speed Network

The CDE and K–12 High Speed Network (K12HSN) are jointly working to assist LEAs understand the role of the K12HSN and prepare for the Smarter Balanced Field Test. The K12HSN recently released the following resources on its Web site to assist LEAs with technology procurement and deployment. 

· Network at a Glance

http://www.k12hsn.org/files/publications/K12HSN_Network_At_A_Glance_November_2013.pdf 
This one-page document describes the role of the K12HSN, goals of the network, and overview of the connection speeds for LEAs. 

· Network Capacity Worksheet

http://www.k12hsn.org/files/publications/Network_Capacity_Worksheet_V3.pdf 
This is a one-page document developed to serve as a tool for LEAs preparing for the Smarter Balanced online assessments.

· Ed-Tech Ecosystems

http://www.k12hsn.org/files/publications/Ed_Tech_Ecosystems_2013.pdf 
This is a five-page document that provides a high-level overview of the three major technology platforms: Apple, Windows, and Google. The document also provides an analysis of the devices for these platforms. 

The K12HSN developed the DataLINK program to report connectivity data and related information for California’s K–12 schools and districts. These data were recently updated and can be viewed through any one of the standard reports, or custom reports can be generated using the report generator feature.

Currently, the site contains detailed data related to connectivity for California districts, schools, and county offices of education. This information is accessible on the K12HSN Datalink Web page at http://www.k12hsn.org/data/reporting/.

3. California Smarter Balanced Technology Joint Work Group

The Smarter Balanced Technology Joint Work Group met on December 12, 2013, to discuss the development of a technology toolkit for LEAs to assist with the successful implementation of computer-based testing. The Joint Work Group is comprised of members from the CDE and California County Superintendents Educational Services Association (CCSESA) subcommittees, Curriculum and Instruction Steering Committee, Regional Assessment Network, Technology and Telecommunications Steering Committee, K12HSN, as well as representatives from statewide technology–related professional associations. 

Participants were assigned to one of the following subgroups and asked to brainstorm issues relating to these areas and address the issues based on a priority ranking: 
· Policies and delegation of authority

· Technology procurement, deployment, and scheduling

· Professional development, training, and human resource issues

· Communication

· Student access and accommodations

· Project management, issue escalation, and resolution

CDE staff will provide additional information about the outcome of this meeting during the technology update at the January 2014 SBE meeting.
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