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Barack Obama Charter School: Consider a Material Revision of the Charter to Change from Kindergarten Through Grade Six to Kindergarten Through Grade Five.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)
Barack Obama Charter School (BOCS), a State Board of Education (SBE) authorized charter school, has requested a material revision of its charter to change the grade levels served by the school, from kindergarten through grade six to kindergarten through grade five.  
RECOMMENDATION
California Department of Education Recommendation

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE hold a public hearing to approve the request to revise the BOCS charter petition to change grades served from kindergarten through grade six to kindergarten through grade five.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
On March 15, 2014, the SBE approved the BOCS renewal charter petition to serve kindergarten through grade six. Since approval, BOCS has made technical amendments to reflect an educational program that is aligned with the state priorities. The CDE finds that BOCS implements the program as described in the charter petition and the school leadership provides regular updates to CDE staff, both formally and informally.

The BOCS petition was approved by the SBE with the condition that BOCS adhere to a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between BOCS and the SBE that requires a material revision of the petition if the school adds or deletes the grade levels to be served. 

The CDE staff reviewed the material revision request and petition, and finds that the material revision is a minimal change and the petition still meets the standards and criteria in California Education Code (EC) Section 47605. CDE staff finds:

· The charter petition submitted to the SBE by BOCS to support the request for a material revision has minimal changes. The content of the petition has not changed, other than to reflect the elimination of grade six. 

· Based on 2012–13 academic data, BOCS had a higher schoolwide 2013 Growth Academic Performance Index than four of nine surrounding schools. Data tables are provided as Attachment 2 of Agenda Item 3 for surrounding schools.

· During the five years of operation as an SBE-authorized charter school, BOCS has complied with the terms of the MOU with the SBE.

· The BOCS budget plan presents steady enrollment growth, positive cash flow, and reserves as provided in Attachment 4 of Agenda Item 3.  

· To date, BOCS has submitted all required documentation to the CDE including but not limited to, attendance reports, compliance documents, budgets, and audit reports.

The BOCS material revision addresses the requirements of EC Section 47605(b)(5)(A)(ii), including a description of the school’s annual goals, for all pupils and for each subgroup of pupils identified pursuant to EC Section 52052; for each of the applicable state priorities identified in EC Section 52060(d); and a description of the specific annual actions the school will take to achieve each of the identified annual goals. 

Therefore, the CDE recommends that the SBE approve the request for a material revision of the BOCS charter. 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
Currently, 19 charter schools operate under SBE authorization as follows:

· Two statewide benefit charters, operating a total of seven sites

· One countywide benefit charter

· Sixteen charter schools, authorized on appeal after local or county denial

The SBE delegates oversight duties of these schools to the CDE.

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
As an SBE-authorized charter school, the CDE would receive approximately one percent of the BOCS general purpose apportionment for CDE oversight activities. However, no additional resources are allocated to the CDE for oversight. 
ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1:
Barack Obama Charter School Material Revision Request (1 page)

Attachment 2: 
Barack Obama Charter School Data Tables (7 pages)

Attachment 3:
Barack Obama Material Revision Petition (108 pages)
Attachment 4: 
Barack Obama Charter School Budget and Financial Projections 
(6 pages)
Attachment 5: 
Barack Obama Charter School Appendices and Attachments (45 



pages)
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