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	SUBJECT

Update on California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Activities, Including, but not limited to, the Spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test and National Center and State Collaborative Activities.
	
	Action

	
	
	Information

	
	
	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This item reflects the collaboration among the Assessment Development and Administration Division (ADAD), the Education Data Management Division (EDMD), and the Special Education Division (SED) of the California Department of Education (CDE).
California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 
The California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) assessment system is the new student assessment system. The CAASPP system includes Smarter Balanced computer-based assessments that are aligned to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), specified state-developed paper-pencil assessments that were previously administered through the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) program, and new assessments to be recommended by the CDE with stakeholder input and approved by the State Board of Education (SBE). 

This item provides an update on CAASPP assessment development activities, including the Smarter Balanced Field Test administration, an update on the Smarter Balanced Digital Library, the availability of the Smarter Balanced Online Reporting System (ORS), and an update on National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) Pilot Test. 
Smarter Balanced Field Test Update
Over 3 million students across California will participate in the Smarter Balanced Field Test. In California, each student participating in the Field Test takes more than one test. The initial response from local educational agencies (LEAs) regarding the Smarter Balanced Field Testing has been positive. Students are engaged during the field testing and the test delivery system is operating as expected.
Window One: March 25–April 4, 2014
Approximately 2,600 schools in 300 LEAs started field testing in Window One (i.e., English(language Arts (ELA), mathematics, and performance task). Over 228,500 students started and 143,900 completed testing. Approximately 624,500 tests were started and 561,300 completed in Window One. The Smarter Balanced Field Test administration was originally set to begin on March 18, 2014 and end on June 6, 2014. In order for Smarter Balanced to ensure that all necessary steps that would lead to a productive experience have been taken, the start of the Field Test window was adjusted by one week to March 25. This adjustment did not affect the remaining windows. 

Remaining Windows:

Window Two opened on April 7 and ran through April 25. Window Three started on April 28 and will end on May 16. Window Four is scheduled to run from May 19 through June 6, 2014. Details regarding completion rates and concurrent use for these remaining windows will be included in Attachment 1. In addition, one or more Senior Assessment Fellows will give an update on the types of assistance provided to LEAs, including charter schools.
Practice and Training Tests
The Smarter Balanced has made available two very important resources, the Practice and Training Tests, for teachers, administrators, students, parents, and the public to access prior to the Field Test. 

The Practice Tests provide students with a grade-specific experience that is similar in structure and format to the Field Test. Each practice test has approximately 30 items in ELA and 30 items in mathematics and one ELA performance task and one mathematics performance task. Items on the Practice Test have available a limited number of embedded universal tools, designated supports, and accommodations. Practice test items are not scored; however, scoring rubrics are available on the California Smarter Balanced Practice and Training Test Resources and Documentation Web page at http://sbac.portal.airast.org/ca/practice-test-ca/resources/. 
The Training Tests provide students with an opportunity to become familiar with the software and interface features of the Smarter Balanced tests. Training Tests include new item types (i.e., matching tables, evidence-based selected response, and matching tables) and all universal tools, designated supports, and accommodations that are included on the Field Test. The Training Tests are available for each of the grade bands three through five, six through eight, and high school, and offer six to nine items per grade band in each content area (i.e., ELA and mathematics). There are no performance tasks include in the Training Tests and items are not scored. CDE staff will briefly demonstrate the Smarter Balanced Training Test. The Practice and Training Tests can be taken as a guest on any Internet-connected computer using a current Web browser including: Mozilla Firefox, Google Chrome, Microsoft Internet Explorer 10, or Apple Safari at https://login3.cloud1.tds.airast.org/student/V31/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?c=California_PT.
Smarter Balanced Digital Library

The purpose of the digital library is to provide teachers with access to classroom-based, formative assessment strategies and practices that enhance day-to-day instruction. Also included in the digital library will be resources to interpret and make use of the data and reports from the Smarter Balanced summative and interim assessments.
California’s State Network of Educators (SNE) has been actively engaged in the development of the Digital Library. The 100+ educators throughout California have reviewed over 500 resources submitted to the Library from educators across the Smarter Balanced states. They have also submitted over 200 resources to the Digital Library to be vetted and approved through the Quality Criteria process. A preview of the Digital Library is slated for spring, 2014. 

Smarter Balanced Field Test Online Reporting System

The Smarter Balanced ORS is a web-based system that enables authorized users to view test progress information for students participating in the spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test. The ORS provides information such as state-, district-, and school-level participation reports that enable users to determine which students have completed testing and which students have yet to begin. The ORS User Guide provides information about the ORS features that are available to authorized state, district, and school personnel and is located on the California Smarter Balanced Field Test Documentation and Resources Web page at http://sbac.portal.airast.org/ca/field-test-ca/resources/.
National Center and State Collaborative

The NCSC was funded by the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) at the U.S. Department of Education to develop an alternate assessments based on alternate achievement standards (AA-AAS) based on the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) through a research and development grant opportunity known as the General Supervision Enhancement Grants (GSEG).

The NCSC Phase I Pilot is set to run from April 14 through May 23, 2014 for both ELA and mathematics in grades three through eight and eleven. As of Thursday, April 17, across the consortium, 857 test administrators (TAs) have logged into the Test Administration Portal (TAP). Over 1800 TAs and students have accessed sample items in reading and mathematics in selected grades to familiarize themselves with the general format of test items. Approximately 175 Phase I pilot tests have been completed, with another 94 pilot tests in progress. California-specific completion rates will be provided in Attachment 1. Approximately 7,200 students from 428 schools and 199 districts throughout California are registered to participate in the Phase I Pilot. It is anticipated the Phase II Pilot registration will begin in May; however, the structure of the Phase II Pilot has not been finalized. The Phase II Pilot will occur beginning early October through mid-November 2014 according to the current project timeline. The operational alternate assessment is anticipated to be available in spring 2015.
The Test Administration Manual (TAM), which provides an overview of test administration procedures and processes for testing, was sent to district test coordinators on March 18, 2014. Letters were also sent to the field in March and April 2014 updating districts on the NCSC project timeline and other testing information. Other current project activities include: final review and scheduled release of the test administration training modules, and scheduled district coordinator and test administrator access to the Test Administration Portal (TAP) and the Learning Module System (LMS). The TAP is the interface that TAs use to administer the computer-based test to students. The LMS is a series of eight (8) modules used for professional development purposes to access training for district and site coordinators and TAs.
RECOMMENDATION
This item is for information only. No specific action is recommended.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 
Per California Education Code (EC) 60640, the Measurement of Academic Performance and Progress (MAPP), subsequently named and referenced in the regulations as the CAASPP succeeded the STAR Program on January 1, 2014. The new statewide assessment system supports the full implementation of CCSS.

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

In March 2014, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on CAASPP activities, outreach efforts to prepare LEAs for the Smarter Balanced Field Test, the Smarter Balanced Digital Library, Spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test, NCSC activities, and planning of the science assessment stakeholder meetings.
In January 2014, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on statewide assessment transition activities, including the establishment of the CAASPP assessment system, the spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test preparation activities, information about the 
Smarter Balanced Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines, the CDE and ETS training modules for California LEAs, and a CAASPP technology update.
In November 2013, the CDE provided the SBE with highlights of AB 484, information on the availability of the Smarter Balanced Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines, an update on the Technology Readiness Tool, an update on changes to the new registration system with the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System, and an update on collaboration activities of the CDE and the K–12 High Speed Network. 
In September 2013, the CDE presented information to the SBE on Smarter Balanced assessment development activities, including legislative developments, findings from the CDE Technology Preparedness Survey, a report on research regarding the costs of statewide student testing, research regarding computer-based versus paper-based testing, an update on the draft Accessibility and Accommodations Guidelines, development activities for the spring 2014 Field Test, and a comparison of costs for the development and administration of the English–language arts and mathematics portions of the STAR Program and the Smarter Balanced assessment system.

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
EC Section 60640(f)(2) requires that, for the 2013–14 school year, the STAR contract be amended to administer CAASPP and that cost savings from the suspension of certain STAR assessments be used to fund the spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test. The total costs for this 2013–14 test administration is $51,206,814, including $8,346,000 in costs to be incurred in 2014–15 and included in the Governor’s proposed 2014–15 budget to complete the scoring and reporting of paper-pencil tests, the analyses of test results, special studies, and annual technical reports for the assessments administered as part of the CAASPP in the 2013–14 school year.
Funding for the CAASPP system is included in the Governor’s proposed budget act. The final budget for the contract is negotiated and approved by CDE, SBE, and the Department of Finance.
ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1:
Smarter Balanced Field Test and National Center and State Collaborative Phase 1 Pilot Test Status Update will be provided as an Item Addendum.
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