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	SUBJECT

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress: Update on Program Activities, including Smarter Balanced, Achievement Level Setting, Technology, Science Assessment, Grade Two Diagnostic Assessments, and Alternate Field Test Development, including the National Center and State Collaborative Assessment Activities.
	
	Action
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	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This item reflects the collaboration of the Assessment Development and Administration Division (ADAD), the Educational Data Management Division (EDMD), and the Special Education Division (SED) of the California Department of Education (CDE).

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 

The California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System includes Smarter Balanced computer-based assessments that are aligned with the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), specified state-developed paper-pencil assessments that were previously administered through the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program, and new assessments to be recommended by the CDE with stakeholder input and approved by the State Board of Education (SBE).

This item provides an update on the following topics: (1) the status and progress of Smarter Balanced activities; (2) the list of approved diagnostic assessments in English-language arts (ELA) and mathematics for students in grade two; (3) the science assessment stakeholder meetings and proposed science assessment timeline; and (4) the status of the National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) Phase II Pilot, and the development of an alternate field test for spring 2015. Within the Smarter Balanced update, the item covers the launch and demonstration of the Smarter Balanced Digital Library, the progress on the setting of achievement levels, the report on the number of districts and schools requesting paper-pencil versions of the spring 2015 Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments, in addition to the number of braille test requests, and the status of the Broadband Infrastructure Improvement Grant (BIIG) to support technology infrastructure. 

Smarter Balanced Update
Digital Library
The Smarter Balanced Digital Library is an online warehouse that includes tools and resources designed to support teachers in the use of classroom-based formative assessment practices. After a summer-long preview, the Digital Library became operational on October 1, 2014. It currently contains over 1,600 resources for consortium teachers, kindergarten through grade twelve (K-12), in all content areas. Diane Hernandez, Director of the Assessment Development and Administration Division, will provide an overview of the user registration process and a brief demonstration of the Digital Library. 
Achievement Level Setting
The CDE recruited participants for the Achievement Level Setting Panels for the Smarter Balanced Assessments in May 2014. Activities began October 5–17, 2014, when Online Panels reviewed test items ordered by difficulty. The In-Person Panel was conducted from October 13–17 to continue the review of test items. Both panels made recommendations for achievement level setting for the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments. Selected nominees from the In-Person Panels were chosen to participate in the Vertical Articulation Committee to review findings from these two panels and then forward final recommendations for review and approval by the State Chiefs and State Superintendents of governing states. A vote will be conducted on November 6, 2014, to establish the achievement levels for Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments (i.e., ELA and mathematics) to indicate progress toward college and career readiness.
An update on the outcome of the November 6, 2014 achievement level setting vote and next steps will be provided verbally at the SBE meeting.
Paper-Based Assessment Materials
California Education Code (EC) Section 60640(e) requires the state superintendent to make available a paper-pencil version of any computer-based CAASPP assessment for use by students who are unable to access the computer-based version of the assessment for a maximum of three years after a new operational test is first administered. Requests for paper-pencil versions of the spring 2015 Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments will be collected by the CDE. Requests will be received for the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments paper-based materials, and for students requiring braille tests with no access to an embosser or a refreshable braille device.
Technology Update
As part of Senate Bill (SB) 852, the Broadband Infrastructure Improvement Grants (BIIG) was announced in August and the initial School Site Eligibility List (SSEL) was released in September 2014. Local educational agencies (LEAs) that were not included in the initial SSEL were provided an opportunity during the month of September to self-nominate. The BIIG funding opportunity is being administered by the K–12 High Speed Network (K12HSN), in consultation with the CDE and the SBE.

A review of the eligible sites began in October and will conclude in December, when funding is expected to be released to the sites with the greatest technology needs. First priority for critical need grants will go to LEAs that are unable to administer computer-based assessments on site. 

Another requirement of Senate Bill (SB) 852 is to provide a Statewide Network Connectivity Report regarding the state of Internet connectivity for K–12 schools. In addition to existing survey results related to technology readiness for computer-based assessments, data for the connectivity report will be collected through surveys from a representative sample of 800 schools (e.g., Very Small: <100; Small: 100-1000; Medium 1000-2000, Large: 2000+ students). 

Surveys will be administered by a County Office of Education employee either in person or by phone to be completed by the school principal and/or technical leader at each site. In addition, profiles will be written for schools that have adequate connectivity and use high-speed broadband to support teaching, learning and assessment. An overview of profiles will also be developed for schools that have inadequate connectivity to support online assessments, teaching and learning. The Statewide Network Connectivity Report is due to the Department of Finance (DOF), Legislative Analyst’s Office, and the Legislature by March 1, 2015. 

General information about BIIG, the status of the schools being considered for the BIIG process, and Statewide Network Connectivity Report are available on theK12HSN Senate Bill 852 Web Page at http://www.k12hsn.org/sb852/.

List of Approved Diagnostic Assessments in ELA and Mathematics for Students in Grade Two
Pursuant to EC Section 60644, the CAASPP Office conducted a review of grade two diagnostic materials aligned with the CCSS in ELA and mathematics on October 15 and 16. Grade two teachers from around the state joined the CDE to review 17 submissions for ELA and 13 submissions for mathematics. After a review for the alignment, validity, and reliability requirements as stated in law, a total of 21 submissions moved forward for further review (11 submissions for ELA and 10 for mathematics). A report of these activities was provided to the SBE in an October 2014 Memorandum (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memo-dsib-adad-oct14item03.doc). A list of approved materials for grade two diagnostic assessments in ELA and mathematics is available on the CDE Testing Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/, along with the criteria for the selection of approved materials.
Science Assessment Stakeholder Meetings

In July 2014, the CDE, in collaboration with the current CAASPP testing contractor, convened 2 two-day meetings in Sacramento, California to obtain input from California science education stakeholders regarding the development of new science assessments aligned with the California Next Generation Science Standards (CA NGSS). As a follow-up to the stakeholder meetings, an online survey was sent out in August through various professional and community organizations. The main goal of the online survey was to provide the general public, who could not attend the meetings, an opportunity to provide individual input for the development of California science assessments aligned with the CA NGSS.
On September 4, 2013, the SBE adopted the Next Generation Science Standards for California Public Schools, Kindergarten through Grade Twelve as required by EC Section 60605.85. EC Section 60640(b)(2)(B) also requires the Superintendent to consult with stakeholders regarding the grade level and type of tests to be utilized for science assessments. The recommendations must include cost estimates and a plan for implementation. 

The findings from these stakeholder meetings and survey indicate that respondents showed a preference for computer-based assessments, specifically computer-adaptive testing for providing potentially shorter tests and more precise scores. To best assess the three dimensions of the CA NGSS: (1) scientific and engineering practices; (2) crosscutting concepts across all domains of science; and (3) disciplinary core ideas. Performance-based tasks with limited use of multiple-choice items were favored, with an emphasis on items that require more than only a memorization of facts. Following these meetings, a proposed timeline for the implementation of science assessments was developed and is provided in Attachment 1. The complete report, including procedures and results, is provided in Attachment 2. 
NCSC Phase II Pilot Update
The purpose of the NCSC Phase II Pilot is to: (1) conduct further item tryouts; (2) field test new items; (3) field test writing items with participating eligible students in the sample; and (4) test the online delivery platform. California participated in the NCSC Phase I pilot in the spring of 2014.

On September 5, 2014, the Test Administration Manual and the Test Administration Portal (TAP) User’s Guide were made available on the NCSC test contractor’s Web site. The TAP is used to access online test materials for delivering the assessment to eligible students. On September 15–26, the LEA Test Administrators completed the Learner Characteristics Inventory (LCI) for each student to be tested. The LCI denotes what accommodations are to be used as well as other student-specific information. These student-level data were used by the NCSC test contractor to assign test forms for either reading and mathematics or ELA (reading and writing). 
Test administration training modules were made available on September 29, 2014. Test administration training continues through the end of the test window. 

The NCSC Phase II Pilot assessment window opened on October 20 and closes on Friday, November 14, 2014. In order to identify LEAs interested in participating in the NCSC Phase II Pilot, an e-mail survey of all CAASPP Test Coordinators was conducted in addition to a call campaign to all LEAs that participated in the Phase I Pilot and the 25 largest districts in California. In all, over 80 of these LEAs intend to participate. The interested LEAs and their eligible students were registered by the CDE in the NCSC system for the fall pilot test in September 2014. 

The CDE will provide the SBE with an update on the preliminary results from the NCSC Phase II Pilot upon their release. 
Spring 2015 Alternate Field Test in ELA and Mathematics
The CDE, with its current test contractor, is in the process of developing field test items for eligible students with significant cognitive disabilities. The test will be designed with three tiers of difficulty to provide LEAs with options for testing their students who have significant cognitive disabilities and an individualized education program (IEP). The test items will be aligned with the CCSS in grades three through eight and grade eleven. A computer-based administration shall afford all eligible students an opportunity to attempt varying item types, and assist in the future development of an adaptive assessment. Eligible students in grades five, eight, and ten will continue to take the California Alternate Performance Assessment in Science.
RECOMMENDATION

The CDE recommends that the SBE take action as deemed necessary and appropriate. No specific action is recommended at this time. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES 

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 

Per California EC Section 60640, the CAASPP System succeeded the STAR Program on January 1, 2014. The new statewide assessment system has been designed to support the full implementation of CCSS.

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

In September 2014, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on CAASPP activities, including the Smarter Balanced Field Test administration focus groups and post-test survey, science assessment stakeholder meetings, and alternate assessment activities. 

(http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/sep14item03.doc) 

In July 2014, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on CAASPP activities, details of the Smarter Balanced Field Test, results of the mid-test survey, planning of the post-test survey and focus group meetings, and future outreach activities for the 2015 Smarter Balanced operational assessments. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/jul14item22.doc)
In July 2014, the SBE approved Amendment #12 to the current CAASPP contract with Educational Testing Service (ETS) and directed CDE and SBE staff to work with ETS in the modification of the scope of work, timeline, and budget for the 2014–15 administration of the CAASPP System. The previous contract end date was December 31, 2014 for the completion of the 2013–14 test administration. Amendment #12 added overlapping scope of work tasks, increased the budget, and extended the contract end date to December 31, 2015.
(http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/jul14item05.doc) 

In March 2014, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on CAASPP activities, outreach efforts to prepare LEAs for the Smarter Balanced Field Test, the Smarter Balanced Digital Library, spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test, NCSC activities, and planning of the science assessment stakeholder meetings. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/mar14item14.doc) 

In January 2014, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on statewide assessment transition activities, including the establishment of the CAASPP System, the spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test preparation activities, information about the 

Smarter Balanced Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines, the CDE and ETS training modules for California LEAs, and a CAASPP technology update. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/jan14item04.doc) 

In November 2013, the CDE provided the SBE with highlights of Assembly Bill 484, information on the availability of the Smarter Balanced Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines, an update on the Technology Readiness Tool, an update on changes to the new registration system with the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System, and an update on collaboration activities of the CDE and the K12HSN. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr13/documents/nov13item08.doc) 

In September 2013, the CDE presented information to the SBE on Smarter Balanced assessment development activities, including legislative developments, findings from the CDE Technology Preparedness Survey, a report on research regarding the costs of statewide student testing, research regarding computer-based versus paper-based testing, an update on the draft Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines, development activities for the spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test, and a comparison of costs for the development and administration of the ELA and mathematics portions of the STAR Program and the Smarter Balanced assessment system. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr13/documents/sep13item03.doc) 

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

Funding for the CAASPP System is included in the Governor’s 2014–15 Budget Act for contract costs as approved by the SBE, contingent upon DOF review of the related contract, during contract negotiations, prior to its execution.
The 2014-15 Budget Act includes a total of $89,081,000 for contracts related to the CAASPP System. This includes $9.55 million for consortium-managed services for the CAASPP System, specific to the Smarter Balanced assessments to be provided by the University of California, Los Angeles, National Center for Research on Evaluation Standards and Student Testing (CRESST) and $200,000 for the first six months of a separate contract to provide an independent evaluation of the CAASPP System. The remaining $73,231,000 is available to fund contract activities for the 2014–15 test administration and $6 million for the development of specified new CAASPP assessments per SBE actions as part of the current contract amendment. The final budget for this contract amendment is to be negotiated and approved by the CDE, SBE, and DOF.
ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1:  California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress        Science Assessments Implementation Timeline (1 page)
Attachment 2:  Initial Science Stakeholder Meetings and Online Survey Report (129 pages) 
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