Algebra 1
Page 2 of 2


	California Department of Education

Executive Office

[image: image1.png]


SBE-006 Specific (REV. 02/2014)
	ITEM #W-12 

	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
November 2014 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
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	SUBJECT

Request by Los Angeles Unified School District to waive California Education Code Section 51224.5(b), the requirement that all students graduating in the 2014–15 school year be required to complete a course in Algebra I (or equivalent) to be given a diploma of graduation, for two special education student(s) based on Education Code Section 56101, the special education waiver authority.
Waiver Number: 1-8-2014

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent




	SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)


The local educational agency (LEA) requests to waive the requirement that students be required to complete a course in Algebra I (or equivalent) to be given a diploma of graduation, for two special education students who are not able to meet the Algebra requirement but meet other graduation requirements.
Authority for Waiver: Education Code (EC) Section 56101
	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the request to waive the requirement that two students successfully complete a course in Algebra I (or its equivalent) for the 2014–15 graduating year. These students have met other course requirements stipulated by the governing board of the school district and EC Section 51225.3 in order to receive a high school diploma. If these students do not graduate in 2014–15, this waiver does not relieve the students of the responsibility to continue to attempt to successfully complete a course in Algebra I (or its equivalent) in 2015–16 as required by EC Section 51224.5. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


For the review of this waiver request, the Los Angeles Unified School District provided the following documentation:
· A valid, current copy of each student’s individualized education program (IEP) highlighting the areas of mathematic deficiencies and how the students’ needs in mathematics were addressed.
· Selected pages from each student’s IEP from three previous years showing that the students were consistently on a diploma-track, and that the IEP was written to support the students’ participation in diploma-track math courses, particularly algebra.
· The specific assistance the district provided to each student which included supplementary aids, services, accommodations, test modifications, and supports to attain the diploma-track goal, specifically, for the algebra requirement.
· A copy of the transcript for each student highlighting attempts to pass algebra and pre-algebra classes.
· An assessment summary that reports each student participated in the Standardized Testing and Reporting program and failed multiple attempts to meet graduation requirements related to the algebra requirement.
The above documentation was confidentially reviewed by more than one special education consultant. The LEA’s documentation provided facts indicating that failure to approve these waiver requests would result in these students not meeting graduation requirements. 
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In 2000, EC Section 51224.5 was enacted to require students to complete a course in Algebra I, as a condition of receiving a high school diploma. The Algebra I requirement applied to students who were scheduled for graduation beginning in 2003−04. All waiver requests of this type have been granted by the SBE for students with special needs.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no statewide fiscal impact of waiver approval.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:
Information from District Requesting Waivers of Algebra l (1 Page)

Attachment 2 
Los Angeles Unified School District Specific Waiver Request 1-8-2014 

(2 Pages) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)

Information from District Requesting Waivers of Algebra l
California Education Code Section 51224.5(b)
	Waiver Number
	Local Educational Agency
	Demographics
	Period of Request
	Local Board Approval Date

	1-8-2014
	Los Angeles Unified School District
	Student Population: 630,000

City Type: urban

County: Los Angeles


	Requested:

6/1/14 to 12/31/14
Recommended:

6/1/14 to 12/31/14
	6/17/14


Created by California Department of Education

September 12, 2014

California Department of Education 

WAIVER SUBMISSION - Specific

CD Code: 1964733
Waiver Number: 1-8-2014

Active Year: 2014
Date In: 8/6/2014 9:34:36 AM
Local Education Agency: Los Angeles Unified School District
Address: 333 South Beaudry Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90017  

Start: 6/1/2014
End: 12/31/2014
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number:  
     Previous SBE Approval Date: 

Waiver Topic: Special Education Program
Ed Code Title: Algebra I Requirement for Graduation 

Ed Code Section: 51224.5(b)
Ed Code Authority: 56101
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: [51224.5  (a) The adopted course of study for grades 7 to 12, inclusive, shall include algebra as part of the mathematics area of study pursuant to subdivision (f) of Section 51220.

(b) Commencing with the 2003-04 school year and each year thereafter, at least one course, or a combination of the two courses, in mathematics required to be completed pursuant to subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 51225.3 by pupils while in grades 9 to 12, inclusive, prior to receiving a diploma of graduation from high school, shall meet or exceed the rigor of the content standards for Algebra I, as adopted by the State Board of Education pursuant to Section 60605.]

Outcome Rationale: This LAUSD SELPA specific waiver request is being made to the California State Board of Education on behalf of two students with disabilities at Huntington Park Senior High School. These two students will have met or have received waivers for all other LAUSD and CDE requirements for graduation with a high school diploma by the end of the 2013-14 school year under current statute, with the exception of the Algebra 1 course requirement. 

For purposes of student privacy, their names and identifying information are being withheld from this communication:

•
LAUSD Student A has not passed Algebra 1A (first semester of the course), and is eligible for the CDE Waiver from the CAHSEE requirement. 

•
LAUSD Student B has not passed Algebra 1B (second semester of the course), and is eligible for the CDE Exemption from the CAHSEE requirement. 

Student Population: 630000
City Type: Urban
Local Board Approval Date: 6/17/2014
Audit Penalty YN: N


Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Dr. Lisa Regan
Position: Coordinator, K-12 Instruction
E-mail: lisa.regan@lausd.net
Telephone: 213-241-8105  

Fax: 213-241-8915
Revised:  10/29/2014 1:45 PM
Revised:  10/29/2014 1:45 PM

