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	SUBJECT

Update on California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Activities, including Smarter Balanced Field Test Focus Groups, Science Assessment Stakeholder Meetings, and Alternate Assessment Activities including the National Center and State Collaborative Assessment Activities.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This item reflects the collaboration of the Assessment Development and Administration Division (ADAD), the Educational Data Management Division (EDMD), and the Special Education Division (SED) of the California Department of Education (CDE).

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 

The California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System includes Smarter Balanced computer-based assessments that are aligned to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), specified state-developed paper-pencil assessments that were previously administered through the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program, and new assessments to be recommended by the CDE with stakeholder input and approved by the State Board of Education (SBE). 

This item provides an update on CAASPP development activities, including the Smarter Balanced Field Test administration focus groups and Post-Test survey, science assessment stakeholder meetings, and alternate assessment activities.

Smarter Balanced Focus Groups and Post-Test Survey Results
California completed the administration of the Smarter Balanced Field Test between March 25 and June 13, 2014. Approximately, 3.1 million students in grades three through eight, and eleven participated in English–language arts (ELA) and mathematics assessments. In addition, a sample of students from grades nine and ten were selected for the scientific sample for vertical articulation scaling purposes. In order to collect information from local educational agencies (LEAs) about their experience with the Smarter Balanced Field Test, the CDE convened eight focus groups in July: three in Southern California and five in Northern California. Each focus group consisted of eight to ten California educators who participated in the Smarter Balanced Field Test as one of the three designated roles: LEA CAASPP Coordinator, Site Coordinator, or Test Administrator. Test Administrators are teachers who are familiar with the CCSS and curriculum and teach ELA or mathematics. Focus group participants were randomly selected with consideration for the diversity of California in terms of size of schools, socioeconomic status, and geographic locations (urban/suburban). The participants represented a variety of LEAs, including independently testing charter schools. In addition, two of the five focus groups in Northern California targeted teachers of special populations specifically students with disabilities (SWDs) and English learners (ELs). The questions for these two focus groups elicited responses about the challenges each group faced in administering the Smarter Balanced Field Test. The summary of these in-person focus group meetings will be provided when results are available as a November SBE Item.
The CDE also convened three focus groups with parents and students to collect information regarding their experience with the Smarter Balanced Field Test. The focus groups were held in July and August 2014 in Southern, Central, and Northern California. The summary of these in-person focus group meetings will be provided when results are available as a November SBE Item.
In addition to these in-person focus group meetings, a Post-Test survey was conducted to collect additional information from Test Coordinators, Technology Coordinators, and Test Administrators. The purpose of the focus groups and Post-Test survey was to solicit feedback on test administration, technology readiness, and test delivery system functionality including universal tools for accessibility, as well as to identify best practices for test administration. The Post-Test survey was available between June 25 and August 30, 2014. The summary of the Post-Test Field Test survey results will be provided when results are available as a November SBE Item.
Technology Update 

As detailed in the August SBE Information Memorandum (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memo-dsib-edmd-aug14item01.doc), the K-12 High Speed Network (K12HSN) plans to release the Broadband Infrastructure Improvement Grant (BIIG) announcement in late August. The grants will be used to assist those schools that need immediate network connectivity improvements in order to implement computer-based assessments for the 2014–15 school year. Grant participants are scheduled to be notified in October. 
In preparation for the connectivity report, the K12HSN reviewed existing sources of information, including responses to Educational Testing Service (ETS), the California Educational Technology Professionals Association (CETPA), and other technology readiness surveys to refine the data points needed to be collected from schools sites. A survey for collecting additional information will be released this fall to assist with completing the legislatively mandated report, which is due to the Department of Finance (DOF), Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO), and the Legislature by March 1, 2015.
Outreach Activities to Prepare LEAs for the 2015 Smarter Balanced Operational Assessment

The ADAD, in collaboration with Senior Assessment Fellows and the associated contractors, continues its outreach to prepare LEAs for the Smarter Balanced operational administration in spring 2015. The outreach efforts were identified based on input from LEAs, lessons learned from the Field Test, and discussions in outreach coordination meetings and will include a series of tools, presentations, and professional development. These efforts include providing support to LEAs to use the Designated Supports and Accommodations for their students. The activities will focus on the value of the Designated Supports and Accommodations, a process to identify students who use Designated Supports, and the use of the Individual Student Assessment Accessibility Profile (ISAAP). In addition, a series of best practices, based on successful Field Test experiences, will profile effective practices in the areas of technology, scheduling, training, and administration of the computer-based test. A communication toolkit to support district communication to stakeholders will also be available to LEAs. Finally, ADAD staff and the Senior Assessment Fellows are developing and providing presentations on the use of the Digital Library, Interim Assessments, and performance tasks as part of a balanced assessment system. 

Science Assessment Stakeholder Meetings

Assembly Bill (AB) 484 requires the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to make recommendations to the SBE regarding the assessment of the newly adopted science standards, called the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). The recommendations shall be developed after consultation with stakeholders regarding new science assessments.

The ETS convened 2 two-day in-person meetings in Sacramento, California, between July 15 and July 18, 2014, to obtain initial input from stakeholders about developing new science assessments aligned to the state-adopted NGSS, including the federally-required science tests and other science assessments that the state may develop as part of the CAASPP System. As required by law, participants of the stakeholder meetings included California science teachers, individuals with expertise in assessing ELs and SWDs, parents, and measurement experts. The summary of these stakeholder meetings will be provided when results are available.
Alternate Assessment

At the July 2014 meeting, the SBE approved a proposed plan for full (100 percent of eligible students) participation in spring 2015 using the National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) alternate assessment field test, for California eligible students with significant cognitive disabilities. As detailed in the ADAD August Information Memorandum, the CDE notified the NCSC on July 14, 2014 of California’s plan to participate in the spring 2015 alternate assessment administration as a field test with all of California’s eligible students (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memo-dsib-adad-aug14item03.doc).  Further, the SBE directed the CDE to explore other alternate assessment options. The SBE also directed the CDE to submit a waiver to eliminate double testing. Students who previously took the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) will not take the CAPA ELA and mathematics in 2015. The CAPA science assessments, required by federal law, will continue to be administered in 2014–15 and until an alternate assessment for science is adopted by the SBE.
The CDE communicated to NCSC a proposal to deliver the NCSC alternate assessment modeled after the successful implementation of Smarter Balanced. The Department formalized the request and received communication from NCSC on July 30, 2014 stating: “Only states that plan to administer the test under operational conditions, fully implementing all features of the NCSC summative assessment design, will be able to participate in spring 2015.”

As indicated in the NCSC letter, no state will be allowed to participate on a field test basis as previously indicated in their work plan. This decision will affect three other states, Tennessee, Pennsylvania, and Maryland. Based on California’s request, the NCSC reviewed and determined that given its “available resources, capacity, and timelines,” it could not accommodate California. However, the NCSC decision included the opportunity to participate in the NCSC Phase II Pilot, which ensures California students will be represented in the final design, item bank data, and analysis. Therefore, the CDE has decided to take the opportunity to participate in the Phase II Pilot. Meanwhile, the CDE continues to collect information and have conversations with other states, as it explores options for a California alternate assessment.
RECOMMENDATION

This item is for information only. No specific action is recommended.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES 
California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 

Per California Education Code (EC) 60640, the CAASPP System succeeded the STAR Program on January 1, 2014. The new statewide assessment system supports the full implementation of CCSS.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
In July 2014, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on CAASPP activities, details of the Smarter Balanced Field Test, results of the Mid-test survey, planning of the Post-Test survey and focus group meetings, and future outreach activities for the 2015 Smarter Balanced operational assessments. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/jul14item22.doc)
In addition, the SBE approved the contract amendment to extend the ETS contract until 
December 31, 2015. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/jul14item05.doc) 
In March 2014, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on CAASPP activities, outreach efforts to prepare LEAs for the Smarter Balanced Field Test, the Smarter Balanced Digital Library, spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test, NCSC activities, and planning of the science assessment stakeholder meetings. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/mar14item14.doc) 
In January 2014, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on statewide assessment transition activities, including the establishment of the CAASPP System, the spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test preparation activities, information about the 

Smarter Balanced Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines, the CDE and ETS training modules for California LEAs, and a CAASPP technology update. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/jan14item04.doc) 
In November 2013, the CDE provided the SBE with highlights of AB 484, information on the availability of the Smarter Balanced Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines, an update on the Technology Readiness Tool, an update on changes to the new registration system with the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System, and an update on collaboration activities of the CDE and the K12HSN. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr13/documents/nov13item08.doc) 
In September 2013, the CDE presented information to the SBE on Smarter Balanced assessment development activities, including legislative developments, findings from the CDE Technology Preparedness Survey, a report on research regarding the costs of statewide student testing, research regarding computer-based versus paper-based testing, an update on the draft Accessibility and Accommodations Guidelines, development activities for the spring 2014 Field Test, and a comparison of costs for the development and administration of the ELA and mathematics portions of the STAR Program and the Smarter Balanced assessment system. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr13/documents/sep13item03.doc) 
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
Funding for the CAASPP System is included in the Governor’s proposed 2014–15 Budget Act for contract costs as approved by the SBE, contingent upon DOF review of the related contract, during contract negotiations, prior to its execution.
The proposed budget includes a total of $89,081,000 for contracts related to the CAASPP system. This includes $9.55 million for consortium-managed services for the CAASPP Smarter Balanced assessments to be provided by the University of California, Los Angeles, National Center for Research on Evaluation Standards and Student Testing (CRESST) and $200,000 for the first six months of a separate contract to provide an independent evaluation of the CAASPP System. The remaining $73,231,000 is available to fund contract activities for the 2014–15 test administration and $6 million for the development of specified new CAASPP assessments per SBE actions as part of this contract amendment. The final budget for this contract amendment is to be negotiated and approved by the CDE, SBE, and DOF.
ATTACHMENT(S)
None.
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