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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

A statewide special education task force convened between December 2013 and January 2015 to examine California’s complex system for serving students with disabilities (SWDs) and to develop recommendations for state policy and systems change to improve educational outcomes. The Task Force, originally called for by State Board of Education (SBE) President Michael Kirst and the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) Chair Linda Darling-Hammond, included more than 30 parents, advocates, teachers, administrators and other stakeholders. The Task Force received financial support from the Schwab Foundation and the Stuart Foundation. 
This item will be presented by Co-Directors of the Task Force Vicki Barber and Maureen Burness and Task Force Chair and former SBE Member Carl Cohn.
The Task Force set out to identify the potential levers and existing barriers to greater educational success for SWDs. The following questions were considered: 
1. What is the state’s vision/mission for SWDs? Once articulated, how would the state’s vision/mission be implemented on a broad scale? What systems of teacher training, school funding, and accountability are needed to ensure that all students receive a high-quality education that is appropriate to their needs and effective in supporting their learning?
2. With the implementation of California’s new state-adopted content standards and assessments in English Language Arts (ELA), mathematics, and science, how is access to and success in the standards ensured -- and in other core academic subjects -- for SWDs, beginning with their earliest years in the educational system? In addition, how do we ensure all students are appropriately included in our new assessment system? 
3. What types of changes in teacher preparation and credentialing are necessary to ensure all teachers are prepared to meet the array of learning needs of students in the least restrictive environment? 
4. How should special education services be funded and organized? Specifically, with the new Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF), how do we/should we account for students who are eligible for more than one funding category under LCFF, who are also SWDs? What strategies would most support effective service delivery options? 
5. What are current policy barriers to implementation of more inclusive school practices-- such as Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS), Response to Intervention, and Response to Intervention and Instruction (RTI2) -- and how can these be overcome? 
Task Force Members


An open call for membership was disseminated statewide using a number of state and local listserv mailings. Applications were accepted and membership was selected by Task Force leadership, based on criteria developed to ensure a wide range of vantage points and areas of education expertise. A complete list of members is available at the following link: http://www.smcoe.org/about-smcoe/statewide-special-education-task-force/task-force-members.html.
Task Force meetings, public forums, workgroups, and timelines

In order to gather input from a broad representation of stakeholders from throughout California, the Task Force held both public forums and Task Force meetings. Seven public forums held throughout the state resulted in significant input from the field, which helped to organize the work of Task Force committees focused on:

· Early Learning 
· Evidence-based School and Classroom Practices
· Educator Preparation and Professional Learning 
· Assessment
· Accountability
· Family and Student Engagement
· Special Education Financing 
Task Force committees gathered, researched and honed recommendations specific to each committee content area, which were then presented and discussed with the broader group of Task Force members at Task Force meetings. This work culminated in committee reports and included final recommendations from each committee. 
A full schedule of Task Force meetings and public forums, including agendas and minutes, is available at the following link: http://www.smcoe.org/about-smcoe/statewide-special-education-task-force/task-force-members.html.

Next Steps

The Task Force report includes recommendations in seven distinct yet interconnected areas within the educational system: early learning; evidence-based school and classroom practices; educator preparation and professional learning; assessment; accountability; family and student engagement; and special education financing.  A number of the systemic changes proposed within these areas may require action by the Legislature, the SBE, and one or more state agencies. 
RECOMMENDATION

SBE staff recommends that the SBE consider the Special Education Task Force recommendations in the attached report and direct SBE staff to work collaboratively with the California Department of Education and CTC staff to determine the specific policy changes that would be required to implement the Task Force recommendations and how any efforts currently underway, that are consistent within the Task Force’s vision, may provide a foundation for next steps toward proposed short-term and long-term goals.

KEY ISSUES
California serves more than 600,000 SWDs making up roughly 11 percent of the total K-12 student population in California. According to the Task Force report:

· Approximately 60 percent of California’s SWDs graduated from high school with a diploma, compared to a 78 percent graduation rate for students without Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) in 2012. 
· The 2013 statewide test results for ELA on the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) program showed that among SWDs in grade 3, 26 percent were proficient or advanced compared to 45 percent of all students in the same grade. The California Modified Assessment for ELA registered similar results for SWDs in grade 3, with 27 percent scoring at proficient or advanced levels on this test. 
· The 2013 one-year dropout rate for SWDs was 15.7 percent, compared to 11.6 percent for all students in California. 
· Of students who were tracked in CDE’s Annual Performance Report for 2012–13, 32.8 percent of California SWDs were enrolled in higher education programs, even though the state goal was 50 percent. The report also noted that 41.3 percent of SWDs were enrolled in higher education or competitive employment, while the state goal was 65 percent to meet either criterion.
The report recommends “one coherent education system” in which all children, including students with disabilities, are considered general education students first. The report provides a vision for integrating services and supports for students with disabilities within California’s education system. 
The Task Force report describes the recommendations as “timely” as California implements substantial shifts in education policies, ranging from the distribution of education funding to decisions about instructional programs and educator preparation. 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

None. 

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

None.

ATTACHMENT(S)

Web links to the Special Education Task Force Report and its Executive Summary will be available in an Item Addendum.
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