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	SUBJECT

Request by Los Angeles Unified School District to waive portions of California Education Code Section 52055.760(c)(3) and 52055.740(c), regarding alternative program and Academic Performance Index requirements under the Quality Education Investment Act, that this funded school, shall meet their annual Academic Performance Index growth targets.
Waiver Number: 8-1-2015


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent




	SUMMARY OF THE ISSUES


See Attachment 1 for details.

Los Angeles Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Los Angeles County with a student population of approximately 653,826 students. Monitoring performed by the Los Angeles County Office of Education (COE) indicates that the alternative program requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) for Bell Senior High School (HS) were fully met in school year (SY) 2012–13, but the district is asking for a waiver of the grade nine matriculation rate for the 2013–14 SY.

Bell Senior HS entered the QEIA program as an Alternative Application School. The school identified on-time grade nine matriculation as one of their six QEIA goals. The on-time grade nine matriculation metric is identified as the number of first-time grade nine students who successfully earn 55 or more credits from the first day of school through the second intersession opportunity. The annual growth goal is 4 percent a year beginning with the 2007–08 baseline of 51 percent to a target of 75 percent in SY 
2013–14. The 2013–14 monitoring performed by the Los Angeles COE indicates that the on-time grade nine matriculation rate was 65 percent. 

Los Angeles USD states that Bell Senior HS is the last multi-track school in Los Angeles USD and has made continuous growth as measured by the Academic Performance Index (API) since the inception of the QEIA program (a total of 112 points over five years). In addition, the district states it has planned for the future by judiciously saving QEIA dollars so that the carryover would provide a means by which the school could scale down staff paid using QEIA funds and ensuring continued implementation of successful practices and programs that led to the continual API growth.

Los Angeles USD requests a waiver for not meeting the grade nine matriculation rate set as an alternative program goal for Bell Senior HS for SY 2013–14. 

Authority for Waiver: Education Code (EC) Section 33050

	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Los Angeles USD’s request to waive the grade nine matriculation rate set as an alternative QEIA program goal for Bell Senior HS for SY 2013–14.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Schools participating in the QEIA program were monitored by their county offices of education for compliance with program requirements for the first time at the end of the 2008–09 SY. At that time, local educational agencies (LEAs) were required to demonstrate one-third progress toward full implementation of program requirements.
Monitoring for compliance with second-year program requirements was completed to ensure that schools made two-thirds progress toward full implementation in the 
2009–10 SY. QEIA schools were required to demonstrate full compliance with all program requirements at the end of the 2010–11 SY.

Alternative Programs

EC Section 52055.760(a) allows a school district or chartering authority to apply for authority from the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to use alternative program requirements if the district or authority demonstrates that compliance with alternative program requirements would provide a higher level of academic achievement among pupils than compliance with the interim and program requirements. Alternative program requirements must serve no more than 15 percent of the pupils funded by QEIA and must serve the entire school.

A school district or chartering authority may use alternative program requirements at a funded school if all the following criteria are satisfied:

(1) The proposed alternative requirements are based on reliable data and are consistent with sound scientifically based research consistent with subdivision (j) of EC Section 44757.5 on effective practices.

(2) The costs of complying with the proposed alternative requirements do not exceed the amount of funding received by the school district or chartering authority pursuant to this article.

(3) Funded schools agree to comply with the alternative program requirements and be subject to the termination procedures specified in subdivision (c) of EC Section 52055.740. Funded schools with alternative programs shall exceed the API growth target for the school averaged over the first three fully funded years and annually thereafter.

(4) The SSPI and the President of the State Board of Education (SBE) or his or her designee jointly have reviewed the proposed alternative funded schools of the school district or chartering authority for purposes of this section and have recommended to the SBE for its approval those schools, using the same process as for the regular program recommendations.

The SSPI was to give priority for approval of schools with alternative programs to any school serving any of grades nine through twelve, inclusive, that has demonstrated to the satisfaction of the SSPI and the President of the SBE or his or her designee that the school cannot decrease class sizes as required under this article due to extraordinary issues relating to facilities, or due to the adverse impact of the requirements of this program, if implemented in the school, on the eligibility of the school district for state school facility funding.

Because this is a general waiver, if the SBE decides to deny the waiver, it must cite one of the seven reasons in EC 33051(a), available at

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=33051.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The CDE has previously presented requests to the SBE to waive the API target as defined by the QEIA. All but one API waiver previously presented has been denied by the SBE.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There are no statewide costs as a result of waiver approval. However, the 2014–15 SY is the final full year of QEIA funding. If all QEIA program requirements are met for 

2014–15, the LEA will be allowed to carryover funds, if any, for SY 2015–16 and SY 2016–17. All QEIA funds need to be appropriately expended by June 30, 2017, and any remaining funds will be invoiced and returned to the CDE.
If the waiver is denied, the LEA will be recognized as out of compliance with the QEIA program requirements for the 2013–14 SY. The LEA received QEIA funds for the 
2014–15 SY to cover staffing and other related expenses and will be terminated from the program effective June 30, 2015. All QEIA funds need to be appropriately expended by June 30, 2015, and any remaining funds will be invoiced and returned to the CDE.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:
Los Angeles Unified School District Quality Education Investment Act Alternative Program Waiver (1 Page)

Attachment 2:
Los Angeles Unified School District General Waiver Request 8-1-2015 
(2 Pages) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)
Los Angeles Unified School District Quality Education Investment Act Alternative Program Waiver
	Waiver Number
	School

(CDS Code)
	LEAs Request
	CDE Recommendation
	Period of Request/

Period Recommended
	Collective Bargaining Unit Position
	SSC/Advisory Committee Position
	Local Board Approval Date

	8-1-2015
	Bell Senior High School

(19-64733-1930866)
	QEIA Alternative Program: grade nine matriculation rate
	Approval:

See Page 2 under Recommendation.


	Requested:
July 1, 2014 

to 

June 30, 2015
Recommended:
July 1, 2013

to

June 30, 2014


	United Teachers Los Angeles  January 5, 2015

Support
	SSC 
January 12, 2015

No Objections
	January 13, 2015


Created by California Department of Education

January 20, 2015

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 1964733
Waiver Number: 8-1-2015

Active Year: 2015
Date In: 1/14/2015 11:48:37 AM
Local Education Agency: Los Angeles Unified School District 
Address: 333 South Beaudry Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Start: 7/1/2014

End: 6/30/2015
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: API Growth Target 

Ed Code Section: 52055.760(c)(1)(2)(3) and 52055.740(c) 
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: (c) A school district or chartering authority may use alternative

program requirements at a funded school if all the following criteria are satisfied:

   (1) The proposed alternative requirements are based on reliable data and are consistent with sound scientifically based research consistent with subdivision (j) of Section 44757.5 on effective practices.

   (2) The costs of complying with the proposed alternative requirements do not exceed the amount of funding received by the school district or chartering authority pursuant to this article.

   (3) [Funded schools agree to comply with the alternative program requirements and be subject to the termination procedures specified in subdivision (c) of Section 52055.740.] Funded schools with alternative programs shall also be required to exceed the API growth target for the school averaged over the first three fully funded years and annually thereafter.

52055.740

(c) (1)If a county superintendent of schools determines that a funded school has not substantially met the requirements of subdivision (b) after the first or second full year of funding, [or any alternative program requirements approved under Section 52055.760, he or she shall notify the Superintendent. If all of the interim and final requirements are not met by the end of any subsequent school year, the Superintendent shall terminate funding for that school.]

Outcome Rationale: The Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) is requesting a waiver on behalf of Bell High School to provide relief from the 9th grade matriculation rate set as an alternative program goal.  At the end of June, the District converted to My Integrated Student Information System (MiSiS) and the data captured from MiSiS on the A-Track students attending credit recovery classes could not be verified accurately.  The Office of Data and Accountability could not validate precisely the number of 9th graders on track to meet Bell’s 

goal.  Hence, the school showed a drop in their matriculation rate and thus termination from the program.  In previous years, Bell has met and at times exceeded their matriculation rate goals.  

Bell High School is the last multi-track school in LAUSD and has made continuous growth as measured by the Academic Performance Index (API) since the inception of the QEIA program – a total of 112 points over 5 years.  In addition, the school has planned for the future by judiciously saving QEIA dollars so that the carryover would provide a means by which the school could scale down staff purchased using QEIA funds.  The school had a strategic plan to ensure the continued implementation of successful practices and programs that led to their continual API growth.  

If the school is required to exit the program this year and thus lose the capability of utilizing carryover during the next two years, the impact to the instructional and intervention programs will be great.  With the late addition of the “settle up” funding, the school will have almost one million dollars in carryover to spend prior to June 30, 2015.   Bell HS will be forced to make decisions on how to spend QEIA reserves quickly rather than pragmatically in order to not forfeit unspent funds to CDE.

Student Population: 3430
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 1/13/2015
Public Hearing Advertised: Newspaper—Los Angeles Daily Journal   01/03/15 – 01/12/15
Local Board Approval Date: 1/13/2015
Community Council Reviewed By: School Site Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 1/12/2015
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Dr. Ruth Perez
Position: Deputy Superintendent of Instruction
E-mail: Ruth.perez@lausd.net 
Telephone: 213-241-4822
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 01/05/2015

Name: United Teachers Los Angeles

Representative: Colleen Schwab

Title: Secondary Vice President

Position: Support

Comments: 
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