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	SUBJECT

Update on the Revision of the History–Social Science Framework for California Public Schools: Progress of Development and Revised Timeline.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

Pursuant to Senate Bill (SB) 1540 (Chapter 288, Statutes of 2012), the State Board of Education (SBE) is authorized to complete work on the updated History–Social Science Framework for California Public Schools (History–Social Science Framework) that was suspended in 2009. That work is underway, but development of the draft has required more time than originally projected due to the volume of comments and feedback received from the public. The revised timeline presented for action in this item establishes a schedule of events for the project that will allow the Instructional Quality Commission (IQC) and the SBE to fully consider the public comment in the revision of the draft.
RECOMMENDATION
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE approve the revised timeline for the completion of the History–Social Science Framework in Attachment 1.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
The History–Social Science Framework was in the middle of a major update in July 2009 when the Legislature passed, and the Governor signed, Assembly Bill X4 2. The law suspended all work on instructional materials adoptions and curriculum framework development until July 1, 2013. The suspension was subsequently extended by SB 70 until July 1, 2015.

When the suspension took effect, the draft-updated framework had just been approved by the Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission (later renamed the IQC) for the first of two public field reviews required by the California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (5 CCR), Section 9515.

In 2012, SB 1540 authorized the SBE to complete work on the framework, with the stipulation that the project could only resume once the new frameworks in mathematics and English language arts were completed. The new Mathematics Framework for California Public Schools was adopted by the SBE at its November 2013 meeting, while the new English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework for California Public Schools was adopted by the SBE at its July 2014 meeting.

At its meeting on September 3, 2014, the SBE approved a revised timeline and guidelines consistent with SB 1540 and provisions of the California Education Code and 5 CCR that govern the framework development process. Pursuant to that timeline, at its meeting on September 17–18, 2014, the IQC approved the existing draft for the first of two 60-day field reviews with edits proposed by the CDE to reflect statutory changes since the 2009 suspension. The field review survey was posted to the CDE Curriculum Frameworks History–Social Science Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/hs/cf/ by September 22, 2014, and continued through November 25, 2014.
During the online survey period, the CDE received more than 700 public comments from over 480 different submitters both through the field review survey and through a dedicated e-mail box established to receive comments on the draft framework. The survey was publicized through a letter sent to county and district superintendents and charter school administrators from the Deputy Superintendent of the Instruction and Learning Support Branch at the CDE and by a news release from the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. It was also promoted through outreach to those groups and individuals who have expressed interest in history–social science curriculum in the past. The CDE also sent hard copies of the completed draft framework to 21 Learning Resources Display Centers located across the state.
The History–Social Science Subject Matter Committee (HSS SMC) of the IQC met on December 18, 2014, to review the field survey results. However, due to the volume of comments the HSS SMC elected not to take any action on the draft at that meeting. Extensive public comment was heard at the HSS SMC meeting, and again at the meeting of the full IQC on February 5–6, 2015. Voluminous additional public comment has continued to come in after the closing of the field survey. Prior to the receipt of those comments, the CDE anticipated being able to complete the History–Social Science Framework with minimal additional resources. That assumption was based on the need to make updates to the draft, but no major rewrites of the document. However, the volume and breadth of public comment received has required the investment of additional time and funding to complete the project.
A lack of funding has hampered the revision process. No funding was provided with SB 1540, and in fact the base funding for the IQC has not been restored since it was cut in 2009 following the passage of AB X4 2. This has hindered the ability of the CDE to contract with content experts to provide feedback on the edits suggested by the public and to contract with a primary writer to make necessary revisions to the draft. All past frameworks have relied upon these resources. The original contracted writer that developed the 2009 draft, the California History–Social Science Project, has been working on the draft on a pro bono basis but due to its own funding issues has been unable to continue that work.

The IQC took action to approve the revised timeline included with this item as Attachment 1 on February 6, 2015. It assumes that CDE’s request for funding to support the completion of the framework will be approved. Once the IQC takes final action on the framework, the draft will undergo a second 60-day field review and comment period pursuant to the 5 CCR, Section 9515. Final SBE action on the framework is expected in early 2016.

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
November 13, 2014: The SBE heard an update on the progress of the field review survey for the History–Social Science Framework.

September 3, 2014: The SBE approved a revised timeline and guidelines for the framework update. The SBE also requested that the CDE staff provide updates on the framework update at its November 2014 and January 2015 meetings.

November 5, 2008: The SBE appointed 20 members to the Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee (CFCC) and approved guidelines for the framework update.

March 12, 2008: The SBE took action to approve the update plan, timeline, and CFCC application for the update of the History–Social Science Framework.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
SB 1540 provided no additional funding for the completion of the History–Social Science Framework. The CDE has requested $120,000 to fund contracts with a primary writer and content experts to evaluate and integrate the content suggested by the public through the field review process.

ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1: Revised Timeline for Update of the History–Social Science Framework 
(3 Pages)
Timeline for Update of the History–Social Science Framework for California Public Schools
Approved by the State Board of Education on March 12, 2008; Updated on November 5, 2008; Updated on September 3, 2014

Recommended Changes for May 6–7, 2015. Approved by the Instructional Quality Commission on February 6, 2015

Proposed additions are italicized; proposed deletions are struck through. The bracketed comments have been added to conform to CDE Web posting accessibility requirements.

	Event
	Schedule

	Curriculum Commission takes action on update plan, timeline, and Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee (CFCC) application
	January 24–25, 2008

	State Board of Education (SBE) takes action on update plan, timeline, and CFCC application
	March 12–13, 2008

	Recruitment of CFCC members (at least 90 days per California Code of Regulations, Title 5 [5 CCR] 9513)
	March 20, 2008–September 3, 2008

	Focus Groups held to solicit public input on the framework update

· Bay Area

· Sacramento

· Los Angeles Area

· San Diego Area
	May–June, 2008

	Curriculum Commission reviews applications and makes recommendations on CFCC members
	September 24–26, 2008

	SBE action on CFCC recommendations
	November 5–6, 2008

	CFCC meets approximately every four weeks, for a total of five meetings to draft framework
	February 5–6, 2009

March 4–5, 2009

April 2–3, 2009

April 30–May 1, 2009

June 4–5, 2009

	Work on draft suspended pursuant to Assembly Bill X4 2
	July 2009

	Work on draft resumes pursuant to Senate Bill 1540
	July 2014

	Instructional Quality Commission (IQC) approves draft framework for field review
	September 17–18, 2014

	60-day field review of draft framework (required by 5 CCR 9515)
	September–November 2014

	History-Social Science SMC meets to consider non-grade level chapters


	May 8, 2015

	IQC analyzes field review results and revises draft framework
	December 2014–January 2015

July–October, 2015*

[The preceding date, December 2014–January 2015 has been proposed for deletion. The new proposed date is July–October, 2015*.]

	History-Social Science SMC meets to consider grade level chapters
	October 9, 2015

	IQC holds hearings and takes action on draft framework/sends recommendation to the SBE


	February 5–6, 2015

November 19–20, 2015* 

[The preceding date, February 5–6, 2015, has been proposed for deletion. The new proposed date is November 19–20, 2015*.]

	Required 60-day period for public review and comment on IQC’s recommended framework (5 CCR 9515)
	February–March 2015

January–February 2016

[The preceding date, February–March 2015 has been proposed for deletion. The new proposed date is January–February 2016.]

	SBE receives IQC recommendation, holds public hearing, and acts on draft framework
	May 2015 2016
[The year “2015” has been proposed for deletion. The new year is “2016”.]

	Document Preparation
	Summer 2015 2016
[The year “2015” has been proposed for deletion. The new year is “2016”.]

	Final Publication
	Winter 2015

Fall 2016

[The preceding date, Winter 2015 has been proposed for deletion. The new proposed date is Fall 2016.]


* Pending funding of the Instructional Quality Commission [this line is proposed as an addition]
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