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	SUBJECT

Recommendation for the Appointment of Barbara Murchison to the Position of State Lead for the Federal Every Student Succeeds Act.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) was signed into law by President Barack Obama on December 10, 2015, and goes into full effect in the 2017–18 school year. The ESSA reauthorizes the 50-year-old Elementary and Secondary Education Act, the nation’s federal education law, and replaces the No Child Left Behind Act. Essentially, ESSA redefines the federal role in elementary and secondary education by enhancing the authority of states and local educational agencies (LEAs) to allow flexibility regarding Title I assessment and accountability, Title II professional development, Title III English learners and immigrant students, and Title IV 21st Century Schools.
As part of California’s transition to ESSA, California must submit an ESSA State Plan to the U.S. Department of Education. The State Plan describes the State’s implementation of standards, assessment, accountability, and assistance programs. The ESSA State Lead will be responsible for the coordination efforts needed to produce California’s State Plan for State Board of Education (SBE) approval.  
State Superintendent Torlakson has nominated Barbara Murchison as the ESSA State Lead and requests that the SBE approve this nomination effective immediately. Barbara Murchison is currently the Administrator of the Educator Excellence Office and was previously the Administrator of the Common Core Systems Implementation Office. 
RECOMMENDATION
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE appoint Barbara Murchison to the position of ESSA State Lead.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

None. 

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
The funding for this position is annually allocated in the CDE budget.
ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1: Barbara Murchison Resume (1 page)

Biography
Barbara Murchison

Barbara Murchison currently serves as the Administrator of the Educator Excellence Office and Title II State Director at the California Department of Education (CDE). From 2011 through 2014, she served as the Administrator of the CDE Common Core Systems Implementation Office and facilitated the Common Core Integrated Action Team. She has worked extensively with state and national partners to lead the development of the Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan for California and the California State Plan to Ensure Equitable Access to Excellent Educators. Previously, she taught for 17 years, serving students and families in urban, multicultural, multilingual California public schools. She has written curriculum for non-profit organizations and designed and maintained grants to implement science education programs in underserved communities. She has earned a Master of Arts degree in Educational Leadership from St. Mary’s College and a Bachelor of Science in Nutritional Sciences from Cornell University.
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