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	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	State Legislative and Budget Update, Including, but not Limited to, Information on the 2012–13 Legislative Session



Summary of Key Issues

The California Department of Education (CDE) Government Affairs Division has identified bills that may affect policy related to the State Board of Education (SBE). Inclusion in this list does not constitute a SBE or CDE position for the legislation unless specifically noted.

Please note that the deadline for bill introduction is not until February 24, 2012, and more legislation may be introduced up until that time.

Attachment(s)
Attachment 1: Legislative Update (2 pages)

Attachment 2: Review of Governor’s Budget Proposal for 2012–13 (3 pages)

Legislative Update
These bills address relevant policy areas and/or impact the role of the State Board of Education (SBE). Inclusion in this list does not constitute a SBE or California Department of Education (CDE) position for the legislation unless specifically noted. 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Sponsored Bills
AB 1246 (Brownley) – Instructional Materials

This legislation would revise the process for adopting instructional materials (IM) for use in kindergarten through eighth grade. These revisions include:
1. AB 1246 would require the SBE to hold a public hearing to adopt or reject IM submissions within six months of receiving the submission. 
2. The measure would require the Instructional Quality Commission (IQC) to: (a) review reports of findings submitted by the SSPI or a school district, and review IM submissions, as necessary; (b) hear appeals at the request of the SBE; and (c) give independent advice to the SBE about whether IM meet the evaluation criteria.
3. The bill would also allow the SBE to set timelines for state IM submissions and would allow for a fee-based review system.
AB 1521 (Brownley) – Assessment Program Changes

This legislation would eliminate the following non-federally required assessments:
1. Grade 9 English language arts: California Standards Tests, California Modified Assessment, and California Alternative Performance Assessment;

2. Integrated mathematics Grades 1, 2 and 3;
3. Integrated/coordinated science Grades 1-4.
The SBE has the authority to approve or reject the Standardized Testing and Reporting Program (STAR) contract, and this measure proposes to eliminate the above assessments that are included in the STAR contract.

Other Bills of Interest to the State Board of Education

AB 5 (Fuentes) – Teacher Evaluation

This bill would create a teacher evaluation system that evaluates certificated staff on a continuing basis based on multiple observations by trained evaluators. The evaluation system would be subject to local negotiations. Employees who receive an unsatisfactory evaluation must be given the opportunity to participate in a peer assistance and review process, or a program to improve employee performance. AB 5 would not go into effect until the Proposition 98 deficit factor is fully repaid.

Requirements regarding a statewide teacher evaluation system are relevant to the SBE’s deliberation on the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) waiver.
The SSPI has taken a “Support” position on this bill.

AB 1172 (Mendoza) – Charter School Petitions

This measure would allow certain chartering authorities to deny a charter petition if the chartering authority makes a written factual finding that the charter school would have a negative impact on the school district.

This measure would place additional requirements upon local school districts, county offices of education and the SBE when determining whether to grant a charter school's petition or renewal. 
AB 1568 (Hernández) – Charter schools: pupil admission 
This measure would specify that a charter school may not preferentially enroll a pupil based upon contributions of time or money to the charter school.
This measure would place additional requirements upon local school districts, county offices of education and the SBE when determining whether to grant a charter school's petition, renewal, material revision, or amendment to a memorandum of understanding.
AB 1575 (Lara) – Pupil Fees

This measure would reinforce the Constitutional prohibition on the imposition of pupil fees and establish policies to ensure compliance with that prohibition. The language in AB 1575 is very similar to AB 165 (Lara, 2011), which was vetoed by the Governor.
This legislation was introduced as a result of the lawsuit Doe v. California in which the SBE was listed as a defendant along with the SSPI and the CDE.
SB 789 (Price) – School Accountability

This bill would require the Public Schools Accountability Act Advisory Committee to consult with necessary stakeholders to create a Creativity and Innovation Index (CII), and recommend to the SSPI by July 1, 2013, the extent to which the Index should be included in the state's accountability system. 

This measure could result in recommendations being made to the SBE to adjust the Academic Performance Index to include all or part of the CII.

SB 958 (Rubio) – Charter Schools

This bill would require that all pupils with exceptional needs who are enrolled in a charter school receive special education services at the charter school site. It would further require charter schools to provide food services to pupils who qualify under the Free and Reduced Price Meals Program. It would also prohibit charter schools from discriminating against pupils who are migrants.

This measure would place additional requirements upon local school districts, county offices of education and the SBE when determining whether to grant a charter school's petition, renewal, material revision, or amendment to a memorandum of understanding.
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