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Summary of Key Issues

In September 2010, the State Board of Education (SBE) adopted the Model School Library Standards for California Public Schools (library standards). The SBE also recommended that a group of school library experts examine the effect of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) on the newly adopted library standards and present any revisions to the library standards at a future meeting. The working group of library experts conducted their review and recommended no changes be made to the library standards. Therefore, no further action by the SBE is needed. 
The working group was approved by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) and included the following individuals:

· Doug Achterman–Teacher Librarian, San Benito High School, San Benito High School District

· Stacey Aldrich–California State Librarian

· Rosemarie Bernier–Teacher Librarian, Alexander Hamilton Senior High School, Los Angeles Unified School District; and President, California School Library Association

· Peter Doering–Santa Clara County Office of Education, representing Computer Using Educators

· Lesley Farmer–Librarianship Program Coordinator, California State University Long Beach

· Pam Oehlman–Teacher Librarian, Polytechnic High School, Long Beach Unified; and incoming President-Elect, California School Library Association

· Susan Pennell–Manager, Library Media Services, Madera County Office of Education

· Martha Rowland–Manager, Library Media Services, Sacramento City Unified School District

· Glen Warren–Teacher, Information Literacy and Educational Technology, Orange Unified School District

· Connie Williams–Teacher Librarian, Petaluma High School, Petaluma City Schools

Because no funding was available, the California Department of Education (CDE) used teleconferencing to conduct the meetings. The group met on October 20, 2010, with a second meeting held on November 12, 2010, to finalize recommendations to the SBE. 
All meetings were noticed and open to the public.
The authority for school library standards is in California Education Code Section 18101 that states, “The State Board of Education shall adopt standards, rules, and regulations 
for school library services.” 
The SBE adopted regulations in 1972 as shown in Attachment 1. These regulations define a “school library” and “school library services.” The definition of school library services includes providing instruction to students to enable them to become proficient users of library resources and teaming with classroom teachers to develop units of instruction and activities using library resources in the instructional programs. 
In school libraries today, teacher librarians provide this instruction. They collaborate with classroom teachers to develop units of instruction using library resources integral to the curricula and instructional programs. The school library is every student’s classroom. In this “classroom,” the research process and academic content areas are integrated. Research studies in 20 states, including California, demonstrate conclusively that strong school libraries improve academic achievement.
In 2009, the SBE authorized the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) “to develop statutorily required standards for school library services, as model standards.” To clarify, the statute requires the SBE to adopt school library standards but it does not mandate districts to implement them. Consequently, the standards are model standards that provide guidance for school districts as they plan, build, and evaluate dynamic school library programs. The SBE unanimously adopted the library standards on September 16, 2010. They are available on the CDE’s Curriculum and Instruction School Library Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/lb/. 
The library standards reflect the work of experts in the field including representatives from county offices of education, school districts, and higher education, classroom teachers, teacher librarians, school administrators, technology leaders, and others from across the state with expertise in libraries, education, reading, technology, intellectual property, and Internet safety. 

While districts are not required to implement the library standards, broad support for the standards indicates the importance of defining the skills that students need in order to learn how to find information, evaluate it, and apply it in an effective, ethical, and safe manner. These are 21st century learning skills. School library standards, including information literacy skills, used in conjunction with content area standards, including the Common Core State Standards, will better prepare students to succeed in college, the workplace, and life in this information age.

The library standards offer school boards, superintendents, principals, teachers, and parents a vision and a planning tool for creating 21st century school library programs that will improve student learning.
Attachment(s)
Attachment 1: California Code of Regulations, Title 5. Education, Division 1. California Department of Education, Chapter 16. Governing Boards of School Districts, Subchapter 3. School Libraries, Article 1. School Library Services (2 Pages)
CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS

TITLE 5. EDUCATION

DIVISION 1. CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

CHAPTER 16. GOVERNING BOARDS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS

SUBCHAPTER 3. SCHOOL LIBRARIES

ARTICLE 1. SCHOOL LIBRARY SERVICES

§ 16040. Definitions. 

(a) "School library services" include, but are not limited to, the provision, organization, and utilization of materials and related activities supportive of the educational requirements prescribed by law and by the school districts which may include the following:

(1) Library Instruction–Provide instruction to students that will enable them to become proficient users of library resources; and provide inservice training for teachers.

(2) Curriculum Development–Provide information to teachers and administrators concerning sources and availability of instructional materials that will aid in the development of school curriculum; team with classroom teachers to develop units of instruction and activities using library resources in the instructional programs.

(3) Materials Selection–Provide assistance to teachers and students in the evaluation, selection, production, and uses of instructional materials.

(4) Access to Materials and Information Resources–Provide a collection of materials and resources that support the curriculum and are appropriate for user needs. Plan a functional system, procedures, and services for maximum utilization of resources.

(5) Professional Development–Assist teachers, administrators, and other school staff members in becoming knowledgeable and current concerning appropriate uses of library media services, materials and equipment.

(b) A "School Library" is an area or group of areas where a program of information sources, associated equipment, and services from appropriate staff are accessible to pupils and school personnel and may be identified by each school district by any title which is descriptive of its function such as Learning Resource Center, Library Media Center, or Instructional Materials Center.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 18101 and 33031, Education Code. 

Reference: Section 18100, Education Code.

§ 16041. Content of School Libraries.

Each school district may provide in its libraries books, reference books, periodicals, photographs, pictorial or graphic works, maps, charts, globes, sound recordings, films, filmstrips, kinescopes, video tapes, videodiscs, video cassette recorders, other printed or audio visual materials, and high technology systems such as computers approved for use in the schools by the governing board pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 18100) of Chapter 2 of Part 11 of the Education Code.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 18101 and 33031, Education Code. Reference: Sections 18100, 18131 and 18170, Education Code.
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