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	During the week of September 20, 2004, the United States Department of Education (USDE) conducted a monitoring visit in California. The purpose of the visit was to review and evaluate the following federal programs: 

· Title I, Part A – Improving Basic Programs Operated by Local Educational Agencies 

· Title I, Part B – Even Start

· Title I, Part D – Prevention and Intervention Programs for Children and Youth Who are Neglected, Delinquent, or At-Risk

· Title X – McKinney-Vento Homeless Education

In addition to visiting the California Department of Education (CDE) and conducting interviews with CDE staff, USDE reviewers conducted on-site visits in Los Angeles Unified School District, Oakland Unified School District, and Sacramento City Unified School District. These district visits allowed the team to monitor the effectiveness of CDE's leadership in, and administration of, the aforementioned federal programs. USDE reviewers have selected two additional districts -- Long Beach Unified School District and Stockton Unified School District – for telephone interviews during early October. After reviewing and evaluating all evidence collected, USDE will issue an official report of findings in mid-November.

To conduct its review, the USDE team used a monitoring instrument (provided in advance to all states subject to review this year) that consists of three sets of indicators:  accountability, instructional support, and fiduciary/fiscal. Each set contained critical elements for review as follows: 7 critical elements for accountability, 9 for instructional support, and 12 for fiduciary/fiscal issues.  Attached is a list of the critical elements.

At the exit conference on September 24, the USDE team summarized preliminary findings from the visit. Impressed with the amount of work that CDE undertakes to implement the federal programs reviewed and with the priority the staff gives the work, the team encouraged CDE to maintain the level of staffing necessary to implement No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001.
During the exit conference, the USDE team presented verbally some preliminary commendations and observations.  At this time we do not have a written report from USDE but hope to have it by the November board meeting.   

Attachment 1: Student Achievement and School Accountability (SASA) Program Monitoring                                             Plan (3 pages) (This attachment is not available for viewing on the internet. A printed copy is available in the State Board of Education Office.)
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