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	At the September 2004 meeting, the State Board of Education (SBE) approved the process for submission, review, and approval of plans under the Reading First Special Education Referral Reduction Program. This process addresses requirements of Item 6110-126-0890, Provision 3, of the 2004-05 State Budget Act. Specifically, the first priority for use of Reading First carryover funds is to increase grants to $8,000 per K-3 teacher based upon an approved plan to reduce the number of referrals to special education and to provide alternative assistance to pupils in local Reading First programs. These plans will be submitted to the California Department of Education (CDE) in October and November 2004 and will include proposals to purchase supplemental research-based instructional materials from an SBE-approved list. 

At the November 2004 SBE meeting, the CDE will present for approval an initial list of research-based supplemental instructional materials for use in the Reading First Special Education Referral Reduction Program and a process for adding additional supplemental instructional materials to the list.

Attached is a draft of the process that will be used to develop the list of supplemental instructional materials recommended for approval.
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Process for Selecting Supplemental Instructional Materials

Reading First Special Education Referral Reduction Program

As a condition of the receipt of the incentive funding provided by the 2004-05 Budget Act, the grantee shall provide a plan to utilize his or her Reading First program to lower the number of Special Education referrals based upon the number of students reading below grade level. The plan shall include diagnostic reading assessments and remedial reading instruction to pupils being considered for referral to special education. The state will provide an approved list of supplemental intervention reading materials for instructing K-3 students who are below grade level. The selection process for developing the list to be used to carry out the Special Education referral reduction process described in the district’s plan is described below:

Phase 1: Initial Selection

Representatives from the Reading/Language Arts Leadership Office and the Special Education Division, California Department of Education (CDE), and the Reading First California Technical Assistance Center will form a committee (California Committee) to select and recommend supplemental instructional materials to be approved by the State Board of Education (SBE) at the November 2004 meeting. Principal sources of supplemental instructional materials considered by the California Committee will be lists developed by the three Reading First regional centers located in Texas, Florida, and Oregon in order to ensure that all materials meet the scientifically-based research requirement. All supplemental instructional materials forwarded to the SBE for approval will be research-based and will provide alternative assistance to pupils in local Reading First programs. Review criteria will be based upon federal and state guidelines including:

· Essential components of reading instruction: phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary development, reading fluency (including oral reading skills), and reading comprehension strategies as set out in the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Title I, Part B, Section 1208(3).
· Definitions for the components of reading instruction and intervention for K-3 and for instructional strategies from Reading/Language Arts Framework for California Public Schools.

· The K-3 reading domain from California English/Language Arts Content Standards.
The supplemental instructional materials will be used when instruction includes either 

(1) a fully implemented core program plus supplemental lessons using a supplemental intervention program or (2) a fully implemented comprehensive intervention program.

The process for reviewing supplemental instructional materials will:

· Evaluate the thoroughness of coverage of the specific beginning reading technical skill domains of phoneme awareness, phonology, phonics, fluency, vocabulary development, and reading comprehension.

· Determine consistency with the scientific research on how students learn to read and how students should be taught through systematic, explicit, direct instruction.

· Determine that supplemental materials are aligned with and support the state-adopted English-language arts programs used in grades K-3.

· Assess adequacy of the content for accelerating student learning.

· In order that the supplemental instructional materials can be used most effectively to address students’ needs for intervention, determine whether there is a plausible relationship between the intervention(s) provided in the supplemental instructional materials and the screening, diagnostic, and progress-monitoring assessments that appear on the list of such assessments authorized for use in local Reading First programs.

Based on the outcome of the review, the committee will provide recommendations for CDE to forward to the SBE for approval.
Phase 2: Additions to the List of Approved Supplemental Instructional Materials

Participating Reading First districts may petition the CDE to have supplemental instructional materials added to the approved list. The committee (using the review criteria outlined above) will evaluate the materials specified in the petitions. Materials that are determined by the federal Reading first regional centers to be scientifically research-based and that are expected to provide alternative assistance to pupils in local Reading First programs as determined by the California Committee will be presented to the SBE for addition to the approved list.
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