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	Department of Education

	memorandum


	Date:
	October 12, 2009


	TO:
	Members, STATE BOARD of EDucation


	FROM:
	Deborah V.H. Sigman, Deputy Superintendent

Curriculum, Learning, and Accountability Branch


	SUBJECT:
	The American Institutes for Research Independent Evaluation Study Interim Report


The American Institutes for Research (AIR) is the contractor for The Independent Evaluation Study of Certain Students who Used Modifications and/or Accommodations on the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE). This independent evaluation is being conducted in response to the Kidd (Chapman) settlement agreement. The settlement required the California Department of Education to contract with an external consultant to conduct a study on grade twelve students who have taken the CAHSEE with modifications and accommodations specified in their respective individual development program or 504 plans, but who have not passed the CAHSEE, and who have satisfied or will satisfy all other requirements for graduation from high school. A copy of the interim report is included as Attachment 1.
The study includes the following tasks:

· Task 1: Comprehensive plan and schedule for project deliverables and activities including narrative schedule, progress reports, public meetings, bi-weekly management meetings, and other technical meetings

· Task 2: Identification of certain students who used modifications and/or accommodations on the CAHSEE
· Task 3: Identify and analyze possible alternate means
This interim report is required to be produced within six months after the initiation of the Independent Evaluation Study contract and must detail the results of the study conducted to date. This interim report provides information on the sampling plan, interview and testing methodology, and preliminary findings from Task 2. 

AIR discussed the findings from Task 2 during the Assembly Bill 2040 Panel’s meeting on September 9, 2009 (Attachment 2). During its presentation, AIR estimated that as many as 5,500 students with disabilities are on track to graduate and have mastery of 
essential CAHSEE content, although these students have not passed the English-language arts or mathematics portion or both portions of the CAHSEE. 

For Task 3, AIR plans to identify and analyze possible alternative means for students with disabilities to pass the CAHSEE. For example, AIR will be determining if a student’s ability to recall information needed to answer a test question is enhanced by providing a graphic organizer or if a student’s focused attention is improved by breaking down paragraphs and asking questions in proximity to the part of the paragraph with the question. 

The final report is due in January 2010 and will include the findings from Task 3.
Attachment 1:  Interim Report: Independent Evaluation Study of Certain Students Who Used Modifications and/or Accommodations on the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) (25 Pages)

Attachment 2:
AIR’s Powerpoint Presentation to the AB 2040 Panel on September 9, 2009 (11 Pages)
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