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	At its March meeting, the State Board of Education (SBE) was presented with a brief update on the status of the activities of the SB 964 independent consultant, WestEd, and the 15-member advisory panel appointed by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. SB 964 requires a study to assess options and provide recommendations for alternatives to the CAHSEE for students with disabilities to be eligible for a diploma. 

At its final meeting on March 24, 2005, the advisory panel reviewed the SB 964 Preliminary Report and made its final recommendations to WestEd. The preliminary report contains research findings and recommendations regarding alternative assessments, graduation requirements, and diploma options for students with disabilities. Prior to their final meeting, the panel members received the preliminary report for review, including all recommendations by WestEd. At the meeting, the panel members provided feedback, expressed concerns, and discussed the proposed recommendations with WestEd. In accordance with the statute (California Education Code Section 60852.5 (d)), the final report must include any concerns and recommendations of the advisory panel.

The final report from this study must be provided to the members of the advisory panel, the California Legislature, the Legislative Analyst’s Office, the Department of Finance, and CDE no later than May 1, 2005. CDE will provide the SBE with copies of the final report at its May meeting.

[Note: The link to the preliminary report (sb964prelimrpt.pdf) was originally posted on the CDE Web site but has since been removed. Contact the California State Board of Education for more information.]
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