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	April 7, 2005


	TO:
	Members, STATE BOARD of EDucation


	FROM:
	Geno Flores, Deputy Superintendent

Assessment and Accountability Branch


	SUBJECT:
	Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: Request for Submission (RFS) for the California Standards Test (CST), California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA), Standards-based Test in Spanish (STS), and Norm-Referenced Test (NRT)


	California Education Code authorizes that, as part of the STAR Program:

· The State Board of Education (SBE) provides for the development of the California Standards Tests (CSTs) for grades two through eleven,

· An alternate assessment (the California Alternate Performance Assessment [CAPA]) be given to individuals with significant cognitive disabilities who are unable to take the CSTs even with modifications or accommodations,

· The SBE designate as part of the STAR Program a single achievement test (the norm-referenced test [NRT]) in grades three and seven, and

· Standards-based primary language assessments be developed and adopted in the dominant primary language of limited-English-proficient pupils. Per SBE action on April 4, 2005.

· The current 2006 STAR Program contractor’s scope of work will be amended to incorporate the initial development and field-testing of the grade two standards-based test in Spanish (STS).

· The further development and administration of the STS will be incorporated into the RFS that includes all other STAR assessments. 

The purpose of these assessments is to provide individual student results to students, parents, and teachers; produce school, district, county, and statewide results that allow the state to monitor, by means of the Academic Performance Index (API), students’ progress toward meeting state academic proficiency requirements; produce results that allow the federal government to monitor the Annual Yearly Progress of students and schools toward meeting the proficiency requirements of the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001; and track the progress of limited-English-proficient Spanish-speaking students on California’s academic content standards in reading/language arts and mathematics.

The current contract for the CSTs, CAPA, Primary Language Assessment, and NRT (The California Achievement Test, Sixth Edition, Survey [CAT/6 Survey]), ends December 31, 2006. This new contract would begin in January 2006 to allow for adequate transition time for the spring 2007 testing.

CDE is developing an RFS for the CSTs, CAPA, STS, and grade three and grade seven NRT. The criteria for designating a contractor are specified in California Education Code
Sections 60642, 60642.5, and 60643.

The following is a DRAFT TIMELINE for the RFS process:

ACTIVITY
DRAFT TIMELINE

Approximate Dates
RFS Presented to SBE for Approval

July 6-7, 2005 SBE Meeting

RFS Released

About July 11, 2005

Submissions Due

About August 29, 2005

Submission Review Evaluation Panel

About September 12-23, 2005

SSPI Recommendation to SBE

October 2005

SBE Designation of Contractor

November 9-10, 2005 SBE Meeting

Contract Start Date

January 2006
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