memo-clab-aaad-june10item05

Page 3 of 3

	California Department of Education
Executive Office
SBE-002 (REV. 06/2008)
	memo-clab-aaad-jun10item05


	State of California
	Department of Education

	memorandum


	Date:
	June 11, 2010


	TO:
	Members, STATE BOARD of EDucation


	FROM:
	Deborah V.H. Sigman, Deputy Superintendent

Curriculum, Learning, and Accountability Branch


	SUBJECT:
	Release of the 2009 Base Academic Performance Index.


On May 13, 2010, the 2009 Base Academic Performance Index (API) was released to the public on the California Department of Education (CDE) API Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/. The 2009 Base API Report includes the growth targets for the 2009–10 accountability cycle, state ranks, and similar school ranks. More information on the Base API can be found in the 2009–10 API Reports Information Guide on the CDE API Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/.

The State Board of Education (SBE) adopted five changes to the 2009 Base API at the January 2010 SBE meeting. CDE staff incorporated the adopted revisions into the 2009 Base API to:
1. Include results from the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) in science in grades five, eight, and ten.

2. Include results from the California Modified Assessment (CMA) for English–language arts (ELA) in grades six through eight; mathematics in grades six and seven; and science in grade eight.

3. Adjust the 2009 Base API using the same methodology as used for 2008 Base API to account for the introduction in 2010 of the CMA for Algebra I in grades seven through eleven, the CMA in ELA in grade nine, and the CMA in life science in grade ten.

4. Apply the same significance rules for the English learner (EL) subgroup as used in Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) calculations. 

5. Revise the race and ethnicity categories to align with the new federal reporting requirements.
Below is more detailed information regarding the five key issues with regard to the 2009 Base API. 
Inclusion of the CAPA in Science

The CAPA is an alternate assessment for children with severe cognitive disabilities who cannot take the California Standards Tests (CSTs), even with accommodations or modifications. The CAPA was administered for the first time in 2003. In November 2008, the SBE adopted revised performance levels for the CAPA ELA and mathematics performance levels I–V and new science performance levels for I, III, IV, and V. All of these exams were administered to students as part of the 2008 Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program. CAPA results for science in grades five, eight, and ten will be included in the 2009 Base API. CAPA results for ELA and mathematics for grades two through eleven are already included in the API. Because the CAPA is an alternate to the CST it has the same test weight as the CSTs in each content area.

Inclusion of the CMA for Grades Six through Eight
CMA results in ELA in grades six through eight; mathematics in grades six and seven; and science in grade eight will be included in the 2009 Base API. The SBE adopted performance levels on this assessment in November 2009. 

The CMA was first administered to students in grades three through five in 2008. The SBE set performance levels for that assessment in November 2008 and approved its inclusion in the 2008 Base API in January 2009. Because it is an alternate to the CST it has the same test weight as the CSTs in each content area.

Introduction of the CMA in Additional Grades and Content Areas

In 2010, the CMA will be expanded to include Algebra I in grades seven through eleven, ELA in grade nine, and life science in grade ten. Performance levels are not scheduled for adoption until November 2010. Consequently, results from these assessments will not be available to include in the 2010 Growth API. 

To accommodate this situation, the 2009 Base API is adjusted to account for the absence of CMA results in 2010 for schools with CMA test takers in grades seven through eleven. This procedure is necessary to preserve comparability between the 2009 Base and 2010 Growth APIs. 

This adjustment was approved by the SBE in 2008 when the CMA was first administered in grades three through five, and again in 2009 when CMA was administered in grades six through eight. The CMA adjustment steps are described on pages 39 through 46 in the 2008-09 Academic Performance Index Reports Information Guide on the CDE API Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/.
Application of the Significance Rules for EL Subgroup 
In AYP calculations, reclassified fluent-English-proficient (R-FEP) students are included in the EL subgroup until they have scored proficient or above on the CST in ELA three times after being reclassified. In calculating AYP for the EL subgroup for a school or a local educational agency (LEA), R-FEP students are counted when determining whether 
the EL subgroup meets the minimum subgroup size to be numerically significant. For API calculations, however, the R-FEP students are not counted in the EL subgroup when applying the rules to determine if the subgroup is of a significant size. To maintain consistency in API and AYP calculations, the CDE recommends applying the same significance rules that are currently used in AYP calculations in the API calculations. Therefore, when determining whether the EL subgroup meets the minimum subgroup size to be numerically significant, all students (including R-FEP) would be included in the calculation for both API and AYP.

Change of Race and Ethnicity Categories for API Reporting

On October 19, 2007, the U.S. Department of Education published its final guidance to states on maintaining, collecting, and reporting race and ethnicity data. The guidance requires states to collect race and ethnicity data using the new guidelines in the fall of 2010. The CDE started collecting the data according to the new guidelines in fall 2009 to align with the implementation of the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS).

Because CALPADS moved to the new collection method in fall 2009, the CDE recommended, and the SBE adopted, a parallel change to the race and ethnicity categories for both federal and state accountability reporting. Following are the new adopted race and ethnic categories (the bold typeface indicates changes from the previous reporting categories):
· African American

· American Indian or Alaska Native

· Asian

· Filipino

· Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander

· White

· Two or More Races
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State Schools Chief Jack O'Connell Announces Release of Academic Performance Ranks for California Public Schools
SACRAMENTO – State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O'Connell today kicked off California's annual reporting cycle of academic growth and achievement with the release of the public school rankings and the Base Academic Performance Index (API) report.
“How a school is faring in comparison to all schools in the state or to those similar in nature is of vital importance to parents, teachers, education advocates, and the business community who are all interested in student performance,” said O’Connell. “This information gives the public additional knowledge about how their schools compare to other schools in their region and statewide.”
A school's statewide rank is based on the school's Base API and is calculated separately for three types of schools: elementary, middle, and high schools. Ranks are established by deciles. Each decile contains 10 percent of all schools of each type. 
It is important to note that there will always be schools ranked 1 and schools ranked 10 because of the nature of the decile system. Ten percent of schools will always be in each decile. 
The similar schools rank is similar to the statewide rank, except that each school is ranked relative to a group of 100 schools determined to be similar to the comparison school based on certain school, student, and teacher characteristics. The school's similar schools rank is the decile where that school's Base API falls compared with the Base APIs of the 100 other similar schools in the comparison group. 

Along with the release of the school ranks, the state accountability reporting cycle begins each year with the release of a Base API for each school. The Base API is calculated using the test results of the previous year. The Growth API, which is calculated using the test results of the current year, is compared against the Base API. 


In addition, the Base API report includes API growth targets that each school and each numerically significant subgroup of students at each school, must meet. As part of his Closing the Achievement Gap initiative, O’Connell led an effort to change the way subgroup growth targets are calculated. As a result, now growth targets for lower achieving student subgroups are greater than for each school as a whole. 
The 2009 Base API reports, including school rankings and growth targets, are posted on the CDE Accountability Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/index.asp.

# # #

The California Department of Education (CDE) is a state agency led by State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O'Connell. The core purpose of CDE is to lead and support the continuous improvement of student achievement, with a specific focus on closing achievement gaps. For more information, please visit http://www.cde.ca.gov or by mobile device at http://m.cde.ca.gov/. You may also follow Superintendent O'Connell (@SSPIJack) on Twitter at http://www.twitter.com/sspijack. 
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