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	Date:
	April 15, 2016


	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress: Update on the Development of an Approach to Display and Communicate Student Progress.


On March 15, 2016, the California Department of Education (CDE) brought together a group of experts from Educational Testing Service (ETS) in the field of educational measurement and assessment to examine several models for displaying and communicating student progress on the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress over multiple years. The group included individuals with specific expertise in psychometrics, research, and evaluation as well as extensive experience conducting assessment research at the local, state, and federal levels. 
Please note that this discussion does not limit or rely on a decision regarding the potential inclusion of a measure of student growth in the state accountability system.
The priorities for the CDE are that the approach of displaying and communicating student progress is capable of providing quick turnaround of results and of displaying data in a clear and user-friendly format so that the data can be easily accessed, understood, and applied by a wide variety of stakeholders, including students, parents, and educators. The functional considerations for the approach include that it: (1) can be implemented beginning in 2016–17, (2) does not depend solely on a vertical scale, (3) does not limit the consideration of alternatives for the potential development of a student growth model for accountability purposes, and (4) is easily reproduced at the local level.
The CDE and ETS are using the information gathered at the March 15 meeting to explore options for modifying the 2016–17 student score reports to include information on student progress. The CDE has the full support of its testing contractor in conducting this outreach and will provide the State Board of Education (SBE) with the results of these activities and draft student score reports at an SBE meeting in the winter of 2016–17. 
Attachment(s)
None.
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