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Summary of Key Issues

As part of the California Measurement of Academic Performance and Progress, eligible students with significant cognitive disabilities will continue to be assessed with the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) in grades two to eleven, inclusive, in English language arts (ELA) and mathematics. The CAPA will continue to be administered until a Common Core State Standards (CCSS) aligned successor alternate assessment is implemented. The successor assessments shall be limited to the grades and subject areas “. . . consistent with the consortium summative assessment” (Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium) in ELA and mathematics.” The same is true for science in grade span three–five, six–eight, and nine–eleven when a successor assessment aligned to the Next Generation Science Standards is implemented.
In 2014, California will participate in the National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) pilot testing in ELA and mathematics in grades three–eight and eleven. It is anticipated that the operational assessment will be available to states beginning in the 2014–15 school year. A decision as to California’s participation in further NCSC assessments will be determined at a later date. The NCSC project is led by five centers and 26 states, including California, to build an alternate assessment for students with significant cognitive disabilities, based on alternate achievement standards aligned to the CCSS. The goal of the NCSC project is to ensure that students with the most significant cognitive disabilities achieve increasingly higher academic outcomes and leave high school ready for post-secondary options. NCSC has also developed curriculum, instructional, and professional development supports for teachers of students with significant cognitive disabilities. The 26-state consortium share a commitment to the accessibility of the common core state standards for instruction, assessment, and professional development.
2013 Summer Activities
Staff members from Local Educational Agencies (LEAs), Special Education Local Plan Areas, Special Education Administrators of County Offices, teachers, and California Department of Education (CDE) spent the summer reviewing items for the NCSC assessments in ELA and mathematics, which will be pilot tested in 2014. 

Pilot Test- Winter/Spring 2014
The Assessment Development and Administration Division (ADAD) and the Special Education Division (SED) are actively engaged in activities related to the consortium in anticipation of the new NCSC alternate assessment. It is important to note, in 2014 CAPA students will take not only the CAPA but LEAs may also elect to have students participate in the NCSC alternate assessment in either English language arts or mathematics items or may take both the ELA and mathematics during the 2014 pilot test. In both ELA and mathematics, pilot tests will be constructed with a mix of item tiers, or levels of item complexity.
The mathematics pilot test is expected to be administered in late February – March 2014 and the ELA pilot test in March – April 2014. Letters from ADAD were released in November 2013 inviting LEAs to register students with significant cognitive disabilities to participate in the pilot(s).
The pilot test is being conducted to collect data about how students interact with the test items, to gather information about how the items function, to examine test administration conditions, and to review item scoring processes and procedures.

All schools that have students with significant cognitive disabilities who meet the criteria for participation in the NCSC Alternate Assessment–Alternate Achievement Standards (AA-AAS), provided in “Guidance for Individual Education Plan (IEP) Teams on Participation Decisions for the NCSC Alternate Assessment,” are eligible to participate in the NCSC Pilot Test. Information about the AA-AAS can be found at http://www.ncscpartners.org/. Although participation in the pilot is not required, LEAs are strongly encouraged to participate.

For the NCSC Pilot Test, it is expected that each state in the consortium will contribute approximately one-third of the population of students who meet the eligibility criteria to participate in the NCSC AA-AAS pilot test. The sample of students tested will be demographically representative of NCSC partner states and inclusive of the individual learner characteristics and personal learning needs of students.
Students will be tested on content aligned to the CCSS through Core Content Connectors (CCCs) which identify the most salient grade-level, core academic content in ELA and Mathematics found in the CCSS. CCCs illustrate the knowledge and skills necessary to reach learning targets, and identify priorities in each content area to guide the instruction for students in this population and for the alternate assessment.
· The ELA pilot test in each grade consists of both a reading and a writing component aligned to the Core Content Connectors (CCCs). On each pilot test, there will be four reading passages, two informational and two literacy genres with selected response items. The writing component will consist of selected response writing items and writing prompt. 
· The mathematics pilot test consists of selected response and constructed response items assessing grade-level mathematics content aligned to the CCCs.
The items will be presented using computer–based technology through the NCSC comprehensive assessment system. LEA technology requirements to participate in the pilot are similar to the Smarter Balanced technology requirements and further information about the specifications will be forthcoming. Teacher test administrators will work one-on-one with students to administer the pilot tests based on individual student needs. The administration is anticipated to take from one and a half to two hours. The student will either independently enter their response or the teacher can enter the student’s response to pilot test item questions into the NCSC computer–based assessment software. 
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