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	SUBJECT:
	State Board of Education-Authorized Charter Schools: Charter Schools Annual Report


Summary of Key Issues

The State Board of Education (SBE) delegates oversight of its SBE-authorized charter schools to the California Department of Education (CDE). The CDE collects data and information on these schools and conducts an annual site visit of each school as required pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 47604.32(b). Using the data collected, the CDE provides an annual report on the status of each SBE-authorized charter school to the SBE beginning with the 2011-12 school year. This Information Memorandum includes data for the annual report for the 2011-12 school year (see Attachment 1). The CDE staff will continue to analyze the data and present the SBE with information and proposed recommendations for SBE-authorized charter schools at the November SBE meeting.

Currently, the SBE authorizes 33 charter schools. Of those 33, 32 charter schools are in operation, and one charter school has been approved and plans to open in the 2013-14 school year. The 33 charter schools include the following:

· Three statewide benefit charters, operating a total of 13 schools

· One countywide benefit charter

· Nineteen charter schools, authorized on appeal after local or county denial

The primary CDE oversight activities include, but are not limited to:


· Review of appeals for the denial, non-renewal, or revocation of charter petitions


· Review of material revision requests from SBE-authorized charter schools


· Develop written analysis describing findings and conclusions of charter petitions submitted to the SBE on appeal and material revisions


· Present findings and conclusions to the SBE


· Provide support and technical assistance, annual site visit, and monitor each charter school approved by the SBE


SBE-Authorized Charter School Oversight Monitoring

The CDE monitors SBE-authorized charter schools to ensure each charter school operates effectively and in compliance with its charter petition and applicable laws. The CDE provides oversight, monitoring, and technical assistance to all SBE-authorized charter schools in academic accountability, student demographics, measurable student outcomes, fiscal management, and governance.

Academic Accountability

As required by the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the SBE and the SBE-authorized charter schools, if after its first year of operation, the charter school fails to meet its schoolwide or numerically significant subgroup API growth targets, or if it fails to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in a given year, the school is required to submit a Student Achievement Plan (SAP) to the CDE in the year following the school year in which the School failed to meet API targets or AYP. When the annual Accountability Progress Reporting data is released, the CDE staff compiles a list of SBE-authorized charter schools that have not met API and/or AYP targets. For the 2011-12 school year, 21 SBE-authorized charter schools are required to prepare and submit a SAP, 10 of the 21 schools are submitting for the second year. The progress on the SAP is monitored by the CDE, and schools are required to provide periodic updates to the CDE. Also, each SBE-authorized charter school submits an annual update and narrative to the CDE within 30 days of the release of the CDE accountability progress reporting data each year. The annual report includes a description of progress of specific areas that are listed in the MOU on pages 13 and 14.  

Accountability results for SBE-authorized schools vary across schools but overall tend to correspond to statewide averages or above. For the 2011 Growth APIs, the majority of SBE-authorized schools (64.3 percent) had a 2011 Growth API at or above the statewide schoolwide APIs for elementary, middle, and high schools. For the 2011 Base API, two thirds of SBE-authorized schools had a similar schools rank of six or above, which indicates that most of the SBE-authorized schools achieved API scores higher than average when compared with other schools with similar demographic characteristics. Five SBE-authorized charter schools attained a similar schools rank of 10 for the 2011 Base API: Aspire Junior Collegiate Academy, Aspire Port City Academy, Aspire Vanguard College Preparatory Academy, Everest Public High, and New West Charter Middle.

Highlights of 2011–12 Results 

Below is a summary of the 2011-12 accountability results for SBE-authorized charter schools:

· Of the 28 SBE-authorized charter schools with two or more years of API data, 23 schools (or 82 percent) met their API goals and 16 schools (or 57 percent) increased their API Growth for 2011–12.

· Of the 30 SBE-authorized charter schools with a valid API score for the 2011-12 school year, 18 schools (or 60 percent) had a 2012 Growth API at or above the state goal of 800.
· Livermore Valley Charter and New West Charter schools earned over 900 on their Growth APIs between the 2009–10 and 2011–12 school years.

· Aspire Junior Collegiate Academy and Aspire Titan Academy received a California Distinguished School Award based on 2010–11 data. The California Distinguished School Award identifies and honors those schools that have demonstrated educational excellence for all students and progress in narrowing the achievement gap.

· Based on 2010–11 data, Aspire Junior Collegiate Academy received an Academic Achievement Award which honors Title I schools that have demonstrated success in significantly closing the achievement gap between high and low-performing students.
Student Demographic Data

The geographic locations of SBE-authorized charter schools is equally distributed between Northern and Southern California. The SBE-authorized charter schools also range in size. The school with the highest enrollment is Livermore Valley Charter School that serves 902 pupils. The smallest school is Mission Preparatory School, which plans to serve kindergarten through grade eight. In its second year of operation, Mission Preparatory served 102 pupils in kindergarten and grade one. 

Race and ethnicity data also varied from school to school. The predominant racial/ethnic groups, in no particular order, included Black or African American, Hispanic or Latino, and White. Predominant student group categories also include pupils who are socioecomically disadvantaged and English learners (ELs). Pursuant to EC 47605(b)(5)(G), all charter schools are expected to serve similar student demographics as compared with the general district population. The CDE monitors that the SBE-authorized charter schools serve student demographics that are reflective of their local populations. Schools that are well below averages are expected to revise their outreach plan.

Compared to statewide averages for 2011–12, SBE-authorized schools overall serve a slightly lower percentage of socioeconomically disadvantaged, EL, and pupils with disabilities. 

Measurable Pupil Outcomes

All charter schools have locally defined measurable pupil outcomes that are specified as goals in the school’s educational program described in the charter petition. Pupils in the schools are expected to demonstrate attainment of the skills, knowledge, and attitudes that are specified in the school’s measureable pupil outcomes. In reviewing individual charter petitions, SBE-authorized schools have a wide range of measurable pupil outcomes. It is common for schools to use Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program data as goals for their measurable pupil outcomes. More frequently, schools tend to utilize local assessments and schoolwide goals, such as attendance, survey results, and portfolios, to serve as their measurable pupil outcomes. For 2011-12, most of the SBE-authorized charter schools reported they are meeting their measurable pupil outcomes.

Fiscal Management

CDE fiscal management oversight and monitoring occurs throughout the school year and encompasses three main components. First, the school provides the CDE with budget reports and updates throughout the year followed by an unaudited report of expenditures at the close of the fiscal year. Third party auditors also review the school’s fiscal condition and provide a report to both the school and the CDE. Third party auditors are contracted by the school and must be selected from the list of auditors from the Certified Public Accountants Directory Service provided by the California State Controller’s Office. 
Collectively, these budgets and reports are analyzed by CDE staff and provide a picture of the school’s overall fiscal condition. Second, SBE-authorized charter schools must report enrollment once a year and attendance three times a year. Enrollment and attendance rates drive the school’s revenue. The CDE staff monitors the enrollment and attendance rates in relation to the school’s projected budget, as necessary. Third, the CDE conducts annual school site visits. Through stakeholder interviews and review of on-site data, CDE staff evaluate fiscal condition of the school. 

Currently, the CDE is reviewing the 2011-12 end-of-year unaudited expenditure reports submitted by all SBE-authorized charter schools. The CDE staff has requested additional information from several schools. This information is needed before the CDE analysis can be completed. If the CDE identifies concerns, the SBE will be notified no later than April 2013. The CDE will also provide the SBE an April 2013 Informational Memorandum consisting of a summary of the fiscal analysis. 

Governance

Charter school governance is described in each school’s individual charter petition. SBE-authorized charter schools operate with by-laws. This information is also provided and uploaded into the California Accountability and Improvement System (CAIS) for CDE review. The CDE finds that there is a range of governance characteristics in the SBE-authorized schools. For example, board membership ranges from five members to fifteen members. Governing board meetings range from once a month to twice a year. 

In addition, the three statewide benefit charter schools and two other SBE-authorized charter schools are structured to operate multiple schools with one governing board. 

Events of 2011–12 School Year

Below is a summary of SBE items related to SBE-authorized charter schools during 2011–12:

· The SBE approved charter renewal petitions for New West Charter Middle School, High Tech High, Aspire Public Schools, and Lifeline Education Charter School. 

· The SBE approved two charter schools on appeal: Synergy School and San Francisco Rocketship. Synergy School opened during 2012–13 school year, and San Francisco Rocketship School plans to open in the 2013–14 school year. 

· The SBE approved the following material revisions submitted by SBE-authorized charter schools:

· New West Charter School expanded their program from serving grades six through nine to serve grades six through twelve. Additionally the SBE approved New West Charter School to change locations effective September 2012.

· Dixon Montessori Charter School increased their enrollment capacity from 313 to 432 students.

· Western Sierra Collegiate Academy (WSCA) added grade six to its existing grade seven through grade twelve program and revised graduation requirements.

· Long Valley Charter School will operate three resource centers serving no more than 500 students.

· The SBE approved a Notice of Violation to Long Valley Charter School (LVCS) on March 8, 2012, regarding several violations, including the opening of unauthorized resource centers, changing enrollment without a material revision, violation of the Brown Act, board members possibly acting in conflict with LVCS Board Policy #17, and teacher qualifications and credentials. In addition, during a site visit, the CDE found LVCS to be out of compliance with the American Disabilities Act (ADA) in all three of the resource centers. LVCS has addressed all of the conditions and submitted appropriate written documentation to the CDE.

· The SBE approved a Notice of Violation to Doris Topsy-Elvord Academy (DTEA) on May 22, 2012, addressing the ongoing negative balance in the charter school’s budget. On August 25, 2012, DTEA submitted a corrective action plan as prescribed by the SBE at its July 2012 meeting. DTEA continues to have unresolved fiscal concerns from the 2011–12 school year. The CDE continues to work with DTEA.

· The SBE approved a Notice of Violation to California College, Career, and Technical Education Center (CCCTEC) on July 13, 2011, regarding a number of issues and allegations that were affecting the operations and instructional program of the school. A public hearing was scheduled for the September 2011 SBE meeting to consider revocation of CCCTEC however; it was canceled because the school closed voluntarily.

· The SBE denied the charter petition to establish Multicultural Achievement Technology Teaching and Innovative Experiences Academy of Change. 

Looking Forward to 2012–13 School Year

Below is a list of anticipated items for the 2012–13 school year for SBE-authorized charter schools:

· The charter term for both DTEA and Livermore Valley Charter School (LVCS) charter expires in June 2013. Since, both schools were granted their charters through an appeal to SBE, under EC Section 47605(k) (3), they will need to first submit their renewal petitions to their local school districts. The renewal petitions for DTEA and LVCS will be presented to the SBE only if they are denied at their local districts.

· The CDE also anticipates material revisions from three schools; 1) Lifeline Education Charter School (LECS) currently serving grades six through twelve. LECS is seeking to add additional grade levels, kindergarten through grade five; 2) River Montessori Charter School (RMCS), currently serving grades one through eight; RMCS is seeking to add transitional kindergarten and kindergarten; and 3) School of Arts and Enterprise (SAE), currently serving grades nine through twelve. The SAE is seeking to add a middle school program.
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