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	Date:
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	SUBJECT:
	State Legislative Update, Including, but not Limited to, Information on the 2015–16 Legislative Session


Summary of Key Issues

The California Department of Education (CDE) Government Affairs Division has identified bills that may affect policy related to the State Board of Education (SBE). Inclusion in this list does not constitute a SBE or CDE position for the legislation.
Attachment(s)
Attachment 1: Legislative Update (18 pages)
Legislative Update

These bills address relevant policy areas and/or impact the role of the State Board of Education (SBE). Inclusion in this list does not constitute a SBE or California Department of Education (CDE) position for the legislation.

The summary and status of each bill provided below are current as of April 10, 2015.

Standards, Curriculum Frameworks, & Instructional Materials
AB 101 (Alejo) – Pupil Instruction: Ethnic Studies

This bill would require the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to oversee the development of, and the SBE to adopt, a model curriculum framework and other support systems in ethnic studies. The model curriculum framework must meet the A–G approval requirements of the Regents of the University of California. The bill requires the SSPI to submit to the SBE on or before June 30, 2016 an implementation plan and to establish an Ethnic Studies Advisory Committee to provide recommendations about programs, curriculum content, and other issues relating to ethnic studies. 

Beginning the school year following the SBE’s adoption of the model curriculum framework, AB 101 would require school districts that serve students in grades 7 through 12 to offer an ethnic studies course based on the SBE-adopted framework as an elective in the social sciences.

Status: Assembly Appropriations Committee

AB 146 (Garcia) – Pupil Instruction: Social Sciences: Deportations to Mexico

This bill would require the SBE to consider, in the next revision of the history-social science framework on or after January 1, 2016, including instructional content on the unconstitutional deportation to Mexico during the Great Depression of citizens and lawful permanent residents of the United States. AB 146 encourages the CDE to incorporate publications that provide examples of curriculum resources for teachers, which includes age-appropriate materials on the unconstitutional deportations of U.S. citizens and lawful residents to Mexico during the Great Depression. It also encourages state and local professional development activities to provide teachers with content background and resources on this curriculum content. 

Status: Assembly Appropriations Committee

AB 220 (Holden) – Pupil Instruction: Mathematics: Algebra 

This bill would align the mathematics course requirement for high school graduation to the California Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for Mathematics and specify that a student must complete at least one course or a combination of courses in mathematics that meet or exceed the rigor for Mathematics I or Algebra I. AB 220 stipulates that a student who completed an Algebra 1 course or courses aligned to the Mathematics Content Standards adopted in 1997 meets this graduation requirement. 

Status: Assembly Appropriations Committee

AB 319 (Rodriguez) – Pupil Instruction: Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation

This bill would require school districts and charter schools that serve students in grades 9 to 12 to provide instruction in performing cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and the use of an automated external defibrillator (AED) as part of a physical education course or another course required for high school graduation. The bill requires that the instruction be provided by a person who is certified in CPR, as specified, and include the following: 

· An instructional program developed by the American Heart Association or the American Red Cross, or an instructional program based on national evidence-based guidelines.

· Training for students to perform CPR. 

· General information on the use and importance of an AED.

Status: Assembly Education Committee 

AB 458 (O’Donnell) – Postsecondary Education: Instructional Strategies 

This bill requires the Regents of the University of California, with the approval of the Concurrence Committee, to conduct a feasibility study to determine the appropriate grade level, subject area, and potential cost for a pilot program to develop standards-aligned content and instructional software for use on portable electronic devices by January 1, 2016.
Status: Assembly Committee on Higher Education
AB 524 (Low) – School Curriculum: Volunteer Community Service

This bill would require, on or before July 1, 2016, the SSPI to develop and submit to the SBE curriculum standards for social studies courses that incorporate a service learning component. The SBE would be required to adopt these curriculum standards into social studies courses on or before January 1, 2017, and require school districts to implement the standards commencing with the 2017-18 school year. In developing the standards, the SSPI would be required to consult with experts and leaders of community organizations.

AB 524 would require, commencing with the high school graduating class during the 2020-21 school year, that at least one of the social studies classes completed by a student to satisfy the graduation requirements must include a service learning component. 

Status: Assembly Education Committee
AB 631 (Bonilla) – School Finance: Common Core and NGSS Implementation Fund Act

This bill would establish the CCSS and Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) Implementation Fund Act, and upon appropriation by the Legislature, require the SSPI to allocate $1 billion to LEAs in the 2015-16 school year to implement the CCSS, NGSS, and English language development standards. As a condition of receiving funds, AB 631 would require LEAs to develop and adopt a plan delineating how funds will be spent, and report detailed expenditure information to the CDE by January 1, 2017. The CDE would be required to provide a summary of the information collected to the appropriate legislative committees by July 3, 2017.  

Status: Assembly Education Committee

AB 711 (Santiago) – School Curriculum: Foreign Languages

This bill would require on or before June 1, 2017, the SBE to adopt national content standards in accordance with the World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages by the American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages, pursuant to recommendations developed by the SSPI for teaching foreign languages in Kindergarten through grade 12. AB 711 enumerates requirements to be included in the development of foreign language content standards, including a description of individual language skills that should be taught and attained at each grade level and course content that is aligned with the admission requirements for the California State University and the University of California.

Status: Assembly Education Committee
AB 740 (Weber) – Academic Content Standards: Update of Adopted Standards

This bill would establish a process to update the academic content standards in all subject areas where current standards exist. Specifically, AB 740 requires the SSPI, by January 1, 2017, to recommend to the SBE a schedule, consistent with the current eight-year cycle of curriculum framework updates and instructional materials adoptions, for the regular update of content standards. 

This bill requires that when the standards in a given subject area come up for review, the SBE would determine if the standards require an update based on the amount of time since they were adopted or updated, recent research, and impact on existing curriculum, instructional materials, and assessments.

Upon determination by the SBE and funding appropriation by the Legislature, an Academic Content Standards Advisory Committee (ACSAC) would be convened to recommend updates to the content standards in that subject. The ACSAC would consist of 21 members, with at least 50 percent made up of current classroom teachers, appointed by the Governor (10 members), the Senate Rules Committee (4 members), the Speaker of the Assembly (4 members), and the SSPI (3 members).

AB 740 would provide the SBE 120 days to adopt or reject the proposed updates prepared by the ACSAC upon their completion of the standards review. The bill requires that the proposed updates be posted on the CDE’s website for a minimum of 60 days before final action by the SBE.

Status: Assembly Education Committee

SB 318 (Morrell) – Educational Technology and Digital Resources Training Pilot Program

This bill would establish a pilot program for LEAs servicing the County of San Bernardino and appropriate, for the 2015–16 fiscal year, $1 million to train teachers to more effectively utilize technology and digital resources within their instructional day. SB 318 requires the SSPI to develop an application process for the allocation of funds. 

Status: Senate Education Committee

SB 725 (Hancock) – Pupil Instruction and Services: Visual and Performing Arts Content Standards

This bill would require the SBE, by June 30, 2017, to adopt, reject, or modify visual and performing arts standards submitted by the SSPI. The bill would require the SSPI, in consultation with the SBE, to convene a panel of visual and performing arts experts, a majority must be credentialed teachers, to recommend visual and performing arts content standards for adoption, and prescribe that the panel use the National Core Arts Standards developed by the National Coalition for Core Arts Standards as the basis for their deliberations. The SSPI and SBE would be required submit to the Governor and the Legislature a schedule and implementation plan for integrating the adopted content standards into the state educational system.

Status: Senate Education Committee

SB 750 (Mendoza) – English language education: English Learners: State Seal of Biliteracy

This bill would make changes to the current definitions for long-term English learner (LTEL) and “English learner at risk of becoming LTEL,” and would require the CDE to publicly post this information. Specifically, the bill would define: 

· “LTEL” as an English learner who is enrolled in any grades 6 to 12, has been enrolled in schools in the United States for six years or more, has remained at the same or has regressed to a lower English language proficiency level for two or more consecutive years on the English language development test, and scores far below basic or below basic on the English language arts standards-based achievement test. 

· “English learner at risk of becoming LTEL” as an English learner who is enrolled in any grades 3 to 12, has been enrolled in schools in the United States for four to five years, scores at the intermediate level or below on the English language development test, and scores in the fourth or fifth year at the below basic or far below basic level on the English language arts standards-based achievement test. 

The bill would also update the cross-reference to the ELA state assessment requirement for students to receive the State Seal of Biliteracy. 

Status: Senate Education Committee
SB 652 (Allen) – Instructional Materials: Next Generation Science Standards

This bill will amend the date that the SBE will consider the adoption of a revised curriculum framework and evaluation criteria for instructional materials in science, from January 31, 2016 to January 31, 2017.  

Status:  Senate Rules Committee
Assessments

AB 491 (Gonzalez) – English Learners: Proficiency Assessment: Report

Current law requires the CDE, by January 1, 2014, to review and analyze the criteria, policies, and practices that a representative sample of school districts in the state use to reclassify English learners, and recommend in a report to the Legislature and SBE changes that the department determines are necessary to identify when English learners are prepared for the successful transition to classrooms and curricula that require English proficiency. This bill would require the CDE to recommend, and the SBE to adopt, by July 1, 2016, the department’s recommendations and best practices pursuant to the current statute.

AB 491 would also add reclassified English learners to the list of numerically significant pupil subgroups in which a school or school district must demonstrate comparable improvement in academic achievement as measured by the Academic Performance Index. 

Status: Assembly Education Committee

AB 812 (Weber) Pupils of Limited English Proficiency: Assessments

This bill would require, on or before September 1, 2016, the SSPI to develop a survey, as specified, to determine the number of students identifiable as pupils of limited proficiency. “Pupils of limited English proficiency” is defined as students who do not have the clearly developed English language skills to receive instruction in English at a level substantially equivalent to students of the same age or grade whose primary language is English. Local educational agencies (LEAs) would be required to annually administer this survey at the beginning of each school year. AB 812 would also require, on or before January 1, 2017, the CDE, in consultation with LEAs, to develop a study on best practices for providing instruction to pupils of limited English proficiency, as specified, and provide the study to the Legislature, the Legislative Analyst Office (LAO), and the Governor. 

 

In addition, AB 812 would require, on or before September 1, 2017, the CDE to develop an assessment tool to determine the proficiency level of pupils of limited English proficiency for purposes of identifying an adequate method of instruction for these students. The bill stipulates that commencing with the 2018–2019 school year, the assessment would be conducted upon initial enrollment and annually thereafter until the student is designated as English proficient. AB 812 requires the SSPI to develop a procedure to designate students to English proficient and specifies the use multiple criteria including, but not limited to, the following:
· Assessment of language proficiency using an objective assessment instrument.

· Teacher evaluation.

· Parental opinion and consultation.

· Comparison of student performance in basic skills against an empirically established range of performance of students of the same age who are English proficient.

Status: Assembly Education Committee

SB 172 (Liu) – Pupil Testing: High School Exit Examination: Suspension 

This bill would suspend the administration of the California High School Exit Examination for the 2016-17, 2017-18, and 2018-19 school years or when the examination is no longer available, and require the SSPI to convene an advisory panel to make a recommendation on the continuation of a high school exit examination and provide recommendations on alternative pathways for students to demonstrate competency of state standards by March 1, 2016 as part of the statewide assessment report.

 

Status: Senate Education Committee

 
SB 409 (de Leon) – English Learners: Reclassification

This bill would require the CDE, by January 1, 2017, to contract with an outside research organization to review and analyze the criteria, policies, and practices that a representative sample of school districts in the state use to reclassify English learners, and recommend in a report to the Legislature and SBE changes that the CDE determines are necessary to identify when English learners are prepared for the successful transition to classrooms and curricula that require English proficiency. This bill would require the CDE to analyze information on English learner achievement as described in the Local Control and Accountability Plans (LCAPs) developed by school districts, in addition to the current elements. 

Status: Senate Education Committee


Local Control Funding Formula


AB 710 (Brown) – Youth on Probation: Local Control Funding Formula: Local Control and Accountability Plans

This bill adds youth on probation to the definition of unduplicated pupil for purposes of Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) and LCAP implementation. It would require LCAPs to include a description of the annual goals to be achieved for youth on probation for each state priority. The bill also would require CDE to add the appropriate data collection questions to the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) system and require LEAs to provide the appropriate data using information provided by the juvenile courts.  
Status: Assembly Education Committee
AB 839 (Allen) – School Accountability: Local Control and Accountability Plans: California Collaborative for Educational Excellence

This bill would add two representatives to the governing board of the California Collaborative for Educational Excellence:

· A representative of charter schools, appointed by the Governor

· A parent of a California public school pupil appointed by the Joint Committee on Rules

Status:  Assembly Education Committee

AB 1153 (Calderon) – School Accountability: Local Control and Accountability Plans: Posting: Evaluation Rubrics Data

This bill requires school districts and county superintendents of schools to post evaluation rubric data on their respective websites. AB 1153 also requires the SSPI to post the evaluation rubrics adopted by the SBE and each school district’s and county office of education’s evaluation rubric data on the CDE website. 
Status:  Assembly Education Committee

AB 1206 (Chu) – School Accountability: Local Control and Accountability Plans: California Collaborative for Educational Excellence

This bill adds a sixth representative to the board of the California Collaborative for Educational Excellence: a governing board member of a school district appointed by a majority of the board members of the collaborative.  

AB 1206 also authorizes the SSPI to direct the collaborative to advise and assist a school district if the state-appointed trustee or administrator of the school district requests that advice and assistance. 

Status: Assembly Education Committee

AB 1226 (Chavez) – School Accountability: Local Control and Accountability Plans: State Priorities

This bill adds to the list of state priorities to be addressed in the LCAP, and the degree to which the certificated instructional personnel of the school district are offered opportunity for professional development and growth in effectiveness.  

Status:  Assembly Education Committee

SB 232 (Hall) – School Accountability: California Collaborative for Educational Excellence

This bill authorizes the state-appointed administrator of a school district to request the advice and assistance of the CCEE.  

Status:  Senate Appropriations Committee

SB 460 (Allen) Pupils Redesignated as Fluent English Proficient: Local Control Funding Formula: Local Control Accountability Plans

Until statewide pupil redesignation standards are adopted after January 1, 2016, by statute or regulation, or until July 1, 2019, whichever occurs first, this bill would include a student who is redesignated as fluent English proficient as an unduplicated student and authorize a county superintendent of schools, school district, or charter school to receive supplemental and concentration grant add-ons for students redesignated as fluent English proficient for two consecutive fiscal years following redesignation. SB 460 would require that a local control and accountability plan (LCAP) include a description of the annual goals to be achieved for each state priority for pupils redesignated as fluent English proficient.

Status: Senate Education Committee


Data Collection

SB 369 (Block) – California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System: Pupils of Military Families

Requires the SSPI to add a reporting process within the CALPADs system to report the enrollment of pupils of military families, namely those pupils who have a parent or legal guardian on active duty.  

Status:  Senate Education Committee



Career Technical Education

SB 148 (McGuire) – Career Technical Education: Career and Job Skills Act

This bill would establish the Career and Job Skills Education Act and direct the CDE to administer a Career Technical Education grant program.

Specifically the bill:

· Appropriates $600 million a year from the General Fund for Career Technical Education (CTE) grants

· Directs the California Department of Education and the SBE to establish rigorous performance standards and accountability measures based on student outcomes.

· Requires a dollar-for dollar matching requirement for LEAs.

· The bill also sets aside 2 percent to provide additional funding for rural districts and regions with higher than average rates of high school dropouts.

Status: Senate Appropriations Committee


Accountability & School Improvement

AB 734 (Kim) – School Intervention: Parent Empowerment: Petition Appeal

This bill would specify that if a LEA receives a parent empowerment petition and does not implement the identified intervention option, then the petitioners may appeal to the county board of education. The county board of education may approve the appeal if they find the LEA acted in violation of any requirement of the parent empowerment provisions or did not act in good faith. If the county board of education approves the appeal, the LEA is required to implement the option requested in the petition.  

Current law relating to this provision requires the LEA to notify the SSPI and SBE upon receipt of a petition and upon its final disposition. This provision remains unchanged.

Status:  Assembly Education Committee

AB 1021 (Jones-Sawyer) – Pupil Instruction: Course Periods without Educational Content

This bill would prohibit school districts that serve any grades 7 through 12 from assigning any student enrolled in their schools to any course period without educational content for more than one week in any semester, except under prescribed conditions. A course period without educational content is defined as one course period during which the student is expected to engage in activities with no assigned or planned substantive curricular content, as defined. AB 1021 would also prohibit school districts from assigning a student to a course that the student has previously completed and received a grade that satisfies the requirements and prerequisites for admission to the California public institutions of postsecondary education and the minimum requirements for receiving a diploma, except under specified conditions. 

 

AB 1021 would require a school district to immediately notify the SSPI if the school district determines that one or more of its schools are not meeting the requirements described above. The bill would authorize members of the public to file a complaint concerning course periods without educational content directly with the CDE and require the CDE to complete an investigation within 21 days of receiving the complaint. AB 1021 specifies that the SSPI must immediately convene a local assistance committee to develop a written plan if the CDE finds that the school district has not taken appropriate actions to resolve the complaint. Additionally, AB 1021 requires the SSPI to adopt regulations to implement the requirements of this bill, and to prepare and submit an annual report to the Legislature. 

 

Status: Assembly Education Committee



Charter Schools

AB 709 (Gipson) – Charter Schools
This bill would subject charter schools to the Ralph M. Brown Act, the California Public Records Act, and the Political Reform Act of 1974.

AB 709 prohibits charter school officials from being financially interested in any contract made by them in their official capacity, or by any body of which the charter school official are members.  

The bill would allow charter school employees to serve as a member of the governing body. Finally, AB 709 would also require employee members of the governing board to abstain from voting on, or influencing another member of that body regarding matters which affect his or her own employment.

Status: Assembly Education Committee

AB 787 (Hernandez) – Charter schools: Operation: Nonprofit Public Benefit Corporations
AB 787 would require that the following conditions apply to any charter school that operates as a nonprofit public benefit corporation and that submits a: charter petition, charter renewal, or material revision application on or after January 1, 2016. 
· The initial chartering authority shall appoint a majority of the members of the board of directors of the nonprofit public benefit corporation from persons publicly nominated in the charter petition, charter renewal, or material revision application. The number of persons nominated shall be twice the total number of members that comprise the board of directors. 
· The initial chartering authority, during the term of the charter, shall ensure that a majority of the members of the board of directors of the nonprofit public benefit corporation are members appointed. In the event that a member appointed no longer serves on the board of directors, for reasons including, but not limited to, death, disability, removal, or resignation, the initial chartering authority shall appoint a new member from persons nominated by the nonprofit public benefit corporation at the time the vacancy occurs, and by submitting a material revision application. 
· Nothing shall limit or supersede the ability of a charter school to use either an election process or another community involvement process, to select nominees for the board of directors of the nonprofit public benefit corporation for consideration by the initial chartering authority or to nominate persons for positions on the board of directors of the nonprofit public benefit corporation by using specified eligibility criteria. It shall be the policy of the state to encourage and to promote parental, educator, and community participation in the governance of a charter school.
· A member of the board of directors of the nonprofit public benefit corporation is subject to removal from his or her board position pursuant to Article 3 (commencing with Section 3060) of Chapter 7 of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code and as otherwise provided by law. 
· A charter school shall not operate as, or be operated by, a for-profit corporation.

The bill would also require that an authority that grants a charter school be entitled to a single representative on the board of directors of the nonprofit public benefit corporation. 

Status: Assembly Appropriations Committee

AB 943 (Allen) – Charter Schools: California Collaborative for Educational Excellence

Specifies that both the criteria for the selection of contractors by the California Collaborative for Educational Excellence (CCEE) as well as the criteria for assigning contractors to provide advice and assistance to a charter school that has failed to improve pupil outcomes for one or more priorities identified in the school’s charter for 3 out of 4 consecutive years, shall include having the experience, expertise, and a record of success in working with improving school outcomes for charter schools.  

Status:  Assembly Education Committee

AB 1344 (Jones) – County Office of Education: Charter Schools

Existing law authorizes the governing board of a school district to render a city or county zoning ordinance inapplicable to a proposed use of school district property, except when the proposed use is for nonclassroom facilities. 
This bill would extend this authorization to the governing board of a county office of education. AB 1344 would also prohibit a county office of education from rendering a city or county ordinance inapplicable to a charter school facility, unless the charter school is physically located within the geographic jurisdiction of the county office of education. Additionally, this bill would authorize the school district to require specified documentation and payment of a reasonable fee along with this request. 

AB 1344 would require the school district to notify the city or county that the school district has taken this action and would authorize the charter school, if the county office of education does not provide the notice within a specified time period, to file an appeal with the SBE.

Status: Assembly Education Committee
SB 322 (Leno) – Charter Schools: Pupils: Suspension and Expulsion: Admissions: Departures
This bill would require a charter school to comply with laws governing school districts relating to the suspension and expulsion of pupils. SB 322 would delete admission requirements from the list of things that a petition is required to describe.

This bill would require the charter school to notify the superintendent of the school district within 10 days of the pupil’s departure and the reason for the pupil’s departure. Additionally, SB 332 would require each school district to draft and implement a policy to annually collect data about teacher turnover at each of its schools, and at each charter school it authorizes.

Status: Senate Education Committee

SB 329 (Mendoza): Petition Denials: Competitive Bidding 

The Charter Schools Act requires the governing board of a school district to hold a public hearing on the provisions of the charter, no later than 30 days after receiving a petition, at which time the governing board of the school district is required to consider the level of support for the petition by teachers employed by the school district, other employees of the school district, and parents.

SB 329 would require the governing board of a school district to also consider a report during the public hearing assessing whether school district staff has the capacity to conduct oversight of the charter school described in the petition and a report of the anticipated financial and educational impact on the other schools that the governing board of the school district has oversight obligations for. The bill would also authorize the governing board of a school district to deny a petition for having a negative fiscal impact on the school district.

The Charter Schools Act specifies a separate petition process for the establishment of a countywide charter school. As part of that separate process, the county board of education is required to hold a public hearing on the provisions of the charter no later than 60 days after receiving the petition. The county board of education is required to consider the level of support for the petition by teachers, parents or guardians, and the school districts where the charter school petitioner proposes to place school facilities.

SB 329 would require a county board of education to also consider a report assessing whether the county office of education staff has the capacity to conduct oversight of the charter school described in the petition and a report of the anticipated financial and educational impact on the other schools that the governing board of a school district has oversight obligations for. The bill would require a county board of education to, and authorize the SBE to, deny a petition if it finds that the charter school would have a negative financial impact on a school district. 

Finally, this bill will apply the provisions of the Local Agency Public Construction Act to charters.  

Status: Senate Education Committee


Uniform Complaint Procedure
AB 379 (Gordon) – Foster Youth: Complaint of Noncompliance
This bill makes complaints alleging violations of certain educational rights afforded to students in foster care and students who are homeless subject to the Uniform Complaint Procedures (UCP), and establishes an expedited process for complaints regarding certain rights and on behalf of certain students. 
Status: Assembly Appropriations Committee
AB 412 (Chavez) – Pupil Instruction: Required Courses of Study

This bill would authorize a complaint that a school district or county superintendent of schools has not complied with the requirements of the adopted course of study for grades 1 to 6 to be filed using the UCP. The bill would authorize a complainant not satisfied with the decision of the school district or county superintendent to file an appeal with the SSPI and require a written appeal decision within 60 days of receipt. If findings show there is merit in the complaint, the bill would require the school district or county superintendent of schools to provide a remedy to all affected students and parents. 

Status: Assembly Education Committee

AB 1391 (Gomez) - Pupil Instruction: Adopted Course of Study for Grades 1 to 6: Physical Education: Complaints

This bill would authorize a complainant claiming that a school district or county office of education has failed to comply with the required physical education minutes for grades 1 to 8 may file a complaint with the school district or county office of education pursuant to the UCP. This bill specifies that the complainant must follow the UCP process and that this will be the adequate remedy at law for that complaint.
Status: Assembly Judiciary Committee

SB 320 (Lara) – Pupil Fees: Complaint of Noncompliance: Regulations
Existing law prohibits a pupil enrolled in a public school from being required to pay a pupil fee for participation in an educational activity. Existing law also authorizes a complaint of noncompliance to be filed with the principal of a school for violation of that prohibition, as specified, and required public schools to establish local policies and procedures to implement the complaint provisions.
SB 320 would prohibit a public school from establishing a local policy or procedure that authorizes the public school to resolve a pupil fee complaint by providing a remedy to the complainant without also providing a remedy to all affected pupils, parents, and guardians. The bill would also authorize the SSPI to ensure that an appeal that the CDE finds merit in is resolved in a timely manner and would require the SSPI, on or before June 30, 2016, to adopt regulations to govern the use of that authority.
Status: Senate Education Committee
SB 359 (Mitchell) – California Mathematics Placement Act of 2015

This bill would require each LEA that serves students in grade 8 or 9, or both to develop and implement a fair, objective, and transparent statewide mathematics placement policy that must include at least all of the following components:
· Academic objective measures such statewide assessments, grades, and diagnostic placement tests.

· Multiple progress checkpoints throughout the academic year to evaluate student progress.

· Examination of student placement data to ensure that there is no disproportionate impact in the course placement of students by race, ethnicity, or socioeconomic background.

· Offer clear recourse for students and parents who question placement decisions.

SB 359 would require each LEA to ensure that its mathematics placement policy is available to each student and his or her parent and is posted on the LEA’s Web site.

Status: Senate Education Committee


Professional Learning & Evaluation
AB 575 (O’Donnell) – Teachers: Best Practices Teacher Evaluation System

This bill would require the governing board of each school district and charter school to adopt and implement a locally negotiated best practices teacher evaluation system by July 1, 2018. This refers to an evaluation system in which each teacher is evaluated on a continuing basis on the degree to which he or she accomplishes specific objectives, including contributing to pupil academic growth based on multiple measures, and developing as a professional educator. This evaluation system must be based on multiple observations of instructional and other practices conducted by trained and calibrated evaluators. This bill additionally requires a minimum of three performance levels for the evaluation of teacher performance. 

Authorizes the SBE, in consultation with the SSPI and education stakeholders, to adopt nonregulatory guidance to support the implementation of a best practices teacher evaluation system by school districts and charter schools. The guidance may include model evaluation systems, model processes for implementing observations of instructional practices, defining calibration of evaluators, developing observation tools, and determining and defining performance levels.  

AB 575 would require that beginning July 1, 2018, certificated employees with permanent status be evaluated at least every other year, other than those meeting certain conditions. Additionally, this bill specifies actions to be taken if an employee is not performing his or her duties in a satisfactory manner.

Status:  Assembly Education Committee
AB 1044 (Baker) – School Employees: Reduction in Workforce

This bill repeals numerous provisions regarding termination of school employees as of July 1, 2018.  Requires that, as of that date, the governing board of each school district, in consultation with employee unions, adopt policies regarding the dismissal of permanent and probationary employees when a reduction in workforce is required due to declining enrollment or insufficient funding. AB 1044 would require that these policies include the evaluation rating of certificated employees as a significant factor in determining the order of dismissal, other than for specified situations in which the certificated employee has certain training or qualifications.  

Status:  Assembly Rules Committee

AB 1078 (Olsen) – Teachers: Evaluations

This bill would require the SBE, by July 1, 2016, to revise, update, adopt, and distribute guidelines that school districts may use in the development of teacher evaluation procedures. AB 1078 would also prohibit the SBE from granting any waiver request by a school district if that district is found to be out of compliance with specified requirements relating to teacher evaluation.  

This bill requires evaluation and assessment of the performance of each certificated employee to be made annually and result in a determination of one of four levels:  highly effective, effective, minimally effective or ineffective. Finally, AB 1078 encourages school districts to use peer observation and surveys of parents and pupils as part of the evaluation and assessment guidelines or criteria.  

Status:  Assembly Rules Committee

AB 1099 (Olsen) – School accountability: Local Control and Accountability Plans: Teacher Evaluations

This bill would require the superintendent of a school district or county office of education to make available to the public and post on the Internet website of the school district:

· Easily understandable explanation of how certificated teaching staff is evaluated

· Number of certificated teachers at each schoolsite with satisfactory or unsatisfactory evaluations

· Whether the school district has adopted an evaluation system for school principals

AB 1099 also specifies that annual updates to the LCAPs to include expenditures at the school site level related to implementing specific actions included in the plan.  

Status:  Assembly Rules Committee

AB 1184 (Campos) – School Employees:  San Jose Unified School District

This bill specifies when a probationary employees of the SJUSD becomes a permanent employee according to the terms of a collective bargaining agreement between the school district and the San Jose Teachers Association.  

Status:  Assembly Education Committee

AB 1248 (Chavez) – Teachers: Permanent Status

This bill would repeal current provisions regarding granting of permanent status of certificated staff by a school district. AB 1248 adds provisions, as of July 1, 2018, that specify that certificated employees must complete three consecutive school years and receive three consecutive evaluation ratings of effective or better before becoming a permanent employee. These evaluations are to be based upon the evaluation criteria established by the SBE, as per AB 1078 (Olsen) of the 2015-16 session.

AB 1248 also specifies that a certificated employee shall lose permanent status if he or she receives two consecutive evaluation ratings of ineffective, or four consecutive evaluation ratings of minimally effective and/or ineffective. This bill requires school districts to offer a professional growth or remediation plan to a certificated employee who has received an evaluation rating of ineffective or two consecutive ratings of minimally effective.

Status:  Assembly Rules Committee

SB 451 (Lara) – Pupil Instruction and Services: Educational Counseling

This bill would require educational counseling to include academic counseling and career/vocational counseling. Additionally, SB 451 would require professional development for educational counselors related to career/vocational counseling.

Status: Senate Education Committee
SB 499 (Liu) – Teachers: Best Practices Teacher Evaluation System

This bill would require the governing board of each school district to adopt and implement a locally negotiated best practices teacher evaluation system by July 1, 2016. This refers to an evaluation system in which each a teacher is evaluated on a continuing basis on the degree to which he or she accomplishes specific objectives and multiple observations of instructional and other practices conducted by trained evaluators. This bill would require the evaluation and assessment of certificated employees with permanent status be evaluated at least every three years.

SB 499 authorizes the SBE, in consultation with the SSPI and education stakeholders, to adopt nonregulatory guidance to support the implementation of a best practices teacher evaluation system by school districts.

This bill appropriates an unspecified amount of money from the General Fund to be allocated to school districts to implement the best practices teacher evaluation system.

Status:  Senate Education Committee



State Board of Education

AB 600 (Alejo) – Migrant Education

This bill would require the SSPI in consultation with the statewide parent advisory council (SPAC) to develop and revise the state master plan for services to migratory children for the SBE to adopt. This bill requires the state master plan to include additional services and information:

· Active involvement of parents, teachers, school representatives, and community representatives in the local planning, implementation, review and improvement of migrant education programs.

· An evaluation and monitoring component for oversight and evaluation. 

· Collection of individual and aggregate data for migratory students, as specified. 

AB 600 would require the SSPI to develop a monitoring instrument and procedure, and require annual monitoring of each LEA and region receiving funds for services to migratory children. As a condition of receiving funds, a LEA or region must include an evaluation of the overall effectiveness of the program using specified criteria. The SSPI would be required to submit a performance report triannually to the SBE, the Governor, and the Legislature. 

Status: Assembly Education Committee
AB 872 (Brown) – High School Equivalency: General Educational Development Examination Fee Waiver
This bill would require the SBE to adopt a rule or regulation to waive the fee for a low-income person to take the general educational development examination. Low-income is defined as a person eligible for Medi-Cal benefits, as defined. 
Status: Assembly Education Committee
AB 1204 (Chau) – Instructional Quality Commission: membership: pupil members
This bill would add a student member appointed by the SBE to the Instructional Quality Commission. A student member would serve a one-year term and would be a voting member with the full rights and duties of the other commission members. 
Status: Assembly Education Committee


School Governance
AB 331 (Levine) - School Districts Governing Boards: Reduction of Membership

This bill would authorize the county committee on school district reorganization to decrease the number of members of the governing board from five to three or adopt an alternative method in accordance with current law. 

 

Status: Assembly Appropriations Committee

AB 480 (Harper) – School Districts: Reorganization

This bill would require the Legislative Analyst’s Office to conduct a study of the potential benefits and impacts of school district unification. The study would include discussions on specified topics such as the benefits of unification for purposes of matriculation, the impact on overall costs, and the short-term and long-term benefits of school district unification over periods of 5, 10, and 15 years.

Status: Assembly Pending Referral
SB 252 (Leno) – Pupils: Diploma Alternatives: Fees

This bill would prohibit a fee from being charged to a homeless child or youth who is under 25 years of age for the high school proficiency exam and the high school equivalency tests. The bill defines homeless child or youth as individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate residence as defined in the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Act. SB 252 would authorize a homeless services provider such as a governmental agency, licensed attorney, or law enforcement officer that has knowledge of the person’s housing status to verify the homeless status. 

 

Status: Senate Appropriations Committee    
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