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	Date:
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	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	State Legislative Update, Including, but not Limited to, Information on the 2013–14 Legislative Session



Summary of Key Issues

The California Department of Education (CDE) Government Affairs Division has identified bills that may affect policy related to the State Board of Education (SBE). Inclusion in this list does not constitute a SBE or CDE position for the legislation.

Attachment(s)

Attachment 1: Legislative Update (9 pages)
Legislative Update
These bills address relevant policy areas and/or impact the role of the State Board of Education (SBE). Inclusion in this list does not constitute a SBE or California Department of Education (CDE) position for the legislation. 
These bills have passed their respective houses of origin and are now in the second house. The status of each bill is provided as of June 16, 2014.
Standards, Curriculum Frameworks, & Instructional Materials
AB 455 (Medina) – Pupil Instruction: Braille and American Sign Language English-Language Arts and Mathematics Standards

This bill would require the CDE to develop and the SBE to adopt American Sign Language (ASL) and braille standards that align to the English-language arts (ELA) and mathematics Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for pupils who, due to blindness or visual impairment, use braille code as their primary literacy mode for learning, and for pupils who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing and who use ASL as their primary language or literacy access mode.

The State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) would develop these standards in consultation with a group of experts on the blind and visually impaired, and a group of experts on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. This bill would require the SSPI to make recommendations to the SBE regarding these standards by March 30, 2015, and would require the SBE to adopt standards by August 31, 2015.
Status: Senate Education Committee
AB 659 (Nazarian) – Pupil Instruction: Armenian Genocide

This bill would require the Instructional Quality Commission (IQC) to consider including the Armenian Genocide in the history-social science curriculum framework during its next revision, as required by law. 
Status: Senate Education Committee
AB 1530 (Chau) – School Curriculum: Courses of Study: Computer Science

This bill would encourage the SSPI to identify, develop, or, as needed, revise new or existing model curricula on computer science, and to submit, on or before July 1, 2017, the model curricula to the SBE for adoption. The bill authorizes the SSPI to pursue non-state funding sources to defray the cost of identifying, developing, or revising the model curricula. The bill becomes inoperative on July 1, 2018.
Status: Senate Rules Committee

AB 1539 (Hagman) – Content Standards: Computer Science

This bill would encourage, on or before July 31, 2016, the IQC to develop and recommend computer science content standards to the SBE, pursuant to recommendations developed by a group of computer science experts. The SSPI, in consultation with the IQC, is encouraged to convene the group of experts, as specified. AB 1539 provides that computer science content standards may be used by school districts to develop computer science programs and course assessments, but are not mandatory.
Status: Senate Education Committee
AB 1750 (Alejo) – Pupil Instruction: Ethnic Studies

This bill would require the IQC to identify model programs, standards, and curricula relating to ethnic studies at the high school level and require the IQC to identify factors to train teachers to work effectively with diverse pupils and families. The bill requires the IQC to prepare a report that, at minimum, does all of the following:

· Reviews the most current research on ethnic studies for secondary education.

· Reviews and evaluates existing standards, curricula, programs, and training regarding ethnic studies for secondary education.

· Identifies the best practices and standards for establishing and implementing ethnic studies in public high schools.

· Assesses the adequacy of current ethnic studies courses in California public high schools.

· Makes recommendations for establishing a “California Cultures” multicultural or ethnic studies course that can be incorporated into existing high school curriculum.

This bill would require the IQC to complete and submit the report to the Governor and the Legislature on or before January 1, 2017 and post on the CDE’s Web site.
Status: Senate Education Committee
AB 1764 (Olsen) – School Curriculum: Mathematics: Computer Science 

Current law requires that in order to graduate, a pupil must complete two courses in mathematics. The California State University and the University of California hold “A-G” admission requirements, and “category C” refers specifically to the mathematics requirement. This bill would authorize a governing board of a school district that requires more than two courses in mathematics for graduation to award a pupil up to one mathematics course credit for completing a “category C” approved computer science course. This bill would prohibit the governing board from awarding a pupil mathematics course credit for a “category C” approved computer science course if the governing board also awards the pupil credit for that course in other specified subjects. 
Status: Senate Education Committee
AB 1912 (Holden) – History-Social Science Framework: Election of President Barack Obama 

This bill would require the IQC and the SBE to consider including, in the history-social science curriculum framework adopted in the course of the next submission cycle, instruction on the election of President Barack Obama and the significance of the United States electing its first African American President.
Status: Senate Education Committee
AB 1915 (Nazarian) – Pupil Instruction: Social Sciences: Armenian Genocide 

This bill would establish the Armenian Genocide Education Act. Existing law requires that instruction in the adopted course of study for social sciences in grades seven through twelfth include, among other things, human rights issues, with particular attention to the study of the inhumanity of genocide, slavery, and the Holocaust. This bill would require the instruction on human rights issues to also include particular attention to the study of the inhumanity of the Armenian Genocide, thereby creating a local mandate. 

The bill requires that when the history-social science curriculum framework is revised as required by law, the IQC shall consider including the Armenian, Cambodian, Darfur, and Rwandan genocides.
Status: Senate Education Committee
AB 2016 (Campos) - Pupil Instruction: Sexual Abuse and Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention

This bill would require the SBE, based upon the recommendations of the SSPI, to consider adopting age-appropriate content standards for transitional kindergarten, kindergarten, and grades 1 to 12, inclusive, in sexual abuse and sexual assault awareness and prevention on or before March 1, 2017. The bill also requires the SBE, based upon recommendations by the SSPI, to consider including information on sexual abuse and sexual assault awareness and prevention, including information on available counseling and resources for children who are sexually abused, in the Health Framework when it is next revised.

The bill authorizes school districts, county offices of education (COEs), and charter schools to provide age-appropriate instruction, pursuant to the content standards adopted by the SBE in sexual abuse and sexual assault awareness and prevention, and specifies that upon written request of the pupil’s parent or legal guardian, the pupil is required to be excused from taking instruction in sexual abuse and sexual assault awareness and prevention.

Status: Senate Education Committee
AB 2110 (Ting) – Pupil Instruction: Computer Science

This bill would require the IQC to incorporate computer science curriculum content into the mathematics, science, history-social science, and language arts curriculum frameworks, as it deems appropriate, when those frameworks are next revised. AB 2110 requires that the computer science curriculum be designed to promote specified understanding and requires the IQC to consult with classroom instructors to ensure age-appropriateness of instructional material. The bill requires the SSPI to identify and post on the CDE Web site professional development resources for teaching computer science curriculum content if the computer science curriculum content is incorporated during the next revision. The bill specifies that implementation of AB 2110 would be in a manner that does not result in a local mandate. 
Status: Senate Education Committee
SB 1057 (Corbett) – Pupil Curriculum: History-Social Science Content Standards

This bill would require the SSPI, in consultation with the SBE, to convene a group of history-social science experts, and with input from this group, recommend history-social science content standards for adoption to the SBE on or before March 30, 2018. The SBE would be required to adopt, reject or modify the history-social science content standards on or before July 30, 2018. SB 1057 requires the SSPI and SBE, by October 1, 2018, to present to the Governor and the appropriate policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature a schedule and implementation plan for integrating the adopted history-social science content standards, pursuant to this measure.
Status: Assembly Education Committee
SB 1165 (Mitchell) – Instruction: Dating Violence, Sexual Abuse, and Sex Trafficking Prevention Education.

This bill would require the IQC, during the next revision of the Health Framework, to consider, develop, and recommend for adoption by the SBE, a distinct category on sexual abuse and sex trafficking prevention education, as specified. This bill would amend the California Comprehensive Sexual Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention Education Act to include providing a pupil with the knowledge and skills necessary to protect himself or herself from sexual abuse and sex trafficking. The bill authorizes the CDE to develop and make available to school districts model curricula and parent guide on sexual abuse and sex trafficking prevention education.

The bill authorizes school districts to provide sexual abuse and sex trafficking prevention education, encourages school districts to provide staff training related to sexual abuse and sex trafficking, and authorizes parents or guardians to opt out his or her child from sex trafficking prevention education, and assessments.
Status: Assembly Education Committee
SB 1380 (Wyland) – Pupil Instruction: Operation Desert Storm and the War on Terror

This bill would require the IQC to consider including the Armenian Genocide in the history-social science curriculum framework when the history-social science curriculum framework is revised, as required by law. 
Status: Assembly Education Committee
SCR 86 (Hueso) – Heavy School Backpacks

This bill would acknowledge the health risks that heavy backpacks pose to schoolchildren and recommend certain measures to be taken in that regard to avoid injury. The measure references that the SBE, pursuant to AB 2532 (Chapter 1096, Statutes of 2002), adopted maximum weight standards for textbooks, and required textbook publishers to submit lightweight alternatives to print materials.
Status: Assembly Education Committee
Assessments

AB 2057 (Bonilla) – Consortium Alternate Performance Assessments.

This bill would allow local education agencies (LEAs) to administer a pilot test of a consortium alternate performance assessment in ELA and mathematics, in lieu of the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) for the 2013-14 school year. AB 2057 provides that a consortium alternate performance assessment in ELA and mathematics may be administered in grades three to eight, inclusive, and grade eleven instead of the CAPA being administered in grades two to eleven, inclusive, in ELA and mathematics.

Status: Senate Education Committee
Local Control Funding Formula

AB 1892 (Bocanegra) – Local Control Funding Formula: Pupils Redesignated as Fluent English Proficient

Until statewide pupil redesignation standards are adopted after January 1, 2015, by statute or regulation, or until July 1, 2018, whichever occurs first, this bill would include a pupil who is redesignated as fluent English proficient as an unduplicated pupil and authorize a county superintendent of schools, school district, or charter school to receive supplemental and concentration grant add-ons for pupils redesignated as fluent English proficient for two consecutive fiscal years following redesignation. AB 1892 would add as a state priority, identification of the services provided to pupils of limited English proficiency and pupils redesignated as fluent English proficient, to the information collected in the local control accountability plan (LCAP).
Status: Senate Education Committee
AB 2408 (Allen) – California Collaborative for Education Excellence Composition

This bill would expand the governing board of the California Collaborative for Education Excellence (CCEE) from five to seven members by adding a representative of charter schools and a parent of a California public school pupil, both appointed by the Governor.

Status: Senate Appropriations Committee
SB 1248 (Lara) – California Collaborative for Educational Excellence Data Collection

This bill would expand the purposes of the CCEE to include the collection and dissemination of specified information regarding how and if school districts, COEs, and charter schools are making progress in closing the pupil achievement gaps with respect to specified categories, and developing best practices in implementing the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF).  

Status: Assembly Education Committee
SB 1346 (Wyland) – Local Control Accountability Plans

This bill would: 

· Require each LEA’s fiscal audit to determine whether the LCFF expenditures were in compliance with SBE adopted regulations regarding supplemental and concentration grants. 

· Require COEs, as part of their review of an LEA’s adopted budget, to determine whether LCFF expenditures were in compliance with SBE adopted regulations.

· Prohibit the SBE adopted regulations concerning LCFF supplemental and concentration grants from being more restrictive than the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Title I requirements governing the use of school-wide funds.

· Add reclassified ELs as a distinct subgroup of pupils whose academic achievement must be measured by the Academic Performance Index (API) for accountability purposes and provide that the inclusion of reclassified ELs in the API shall, at a minimum, be consistent with the manner in which reclassified ELs are included in the determination of adequate yearly progress, as required by federal law.

· Add the following elements to the LCAP that each LEA would be required to adopt beginning in 2015-16: a) a listing and description of the expenditures for the fiscal year implementing the specific actions included in the LCAP; and b) a listing and description of the expenditures that will serve EL pupils, low-income pupils, foster youth, and reclassified ELs. 
· Include the reclassification of ELs in the state priority of “pupil achievement.” 

· Add a ninth state priority to the LCAP: the extent to which teachers, administrators, and staff receive professional development or participate in induction programs, including the type and subject areas of the professional development provided.

· Require a school district that enrolls at least 15% ELs or 50 EL pupils to establish a districtwide EL parent advisory committee to advise the governing board on: a) establishing school district goals and objectives for programs and services for EL pupils to ensure that the academic and language proficiency needs of ELs are being met; b) administering the home language survey; c) school district reclassification procedures.

· Require the LCAP templates adopted by the SBE on or before March 31, 2015 to meet the requirements of the NCLB related to the single plan for pupil achievement, and to ensure that LEAs that receive supplemental and concentration funds include in their LCAPs specified information on the instructional programs and services provided to EL, low-income, foster youth and reclassified EL pupils.

· Require LEAs to expend Economic Impact Aid program funds only for purposes authorized in statute and regulations as they read on June 30, 2013.
Status: Assembly Education Committee
AB 2380 (Weber) – School Plans: Single Plan for Pupil Achievement
This bill would add additional requirements for school districts that elect to prepare a single plan for pupil achievement.  Specifically, this bill:  

· Requires a single plan for pupil achievement to align to the LCAPs of LEAs.
· Requires participating school districts to ensure that schoolsite single plans for pupil achievement are developed in conjunction with schoolsite English learner advisory committees.

· Requires that, if CDE provides school districts with assistance in the development of their single plan for pupil achievement, the department will ensure that the information emphasize the plan be consistent with and support the goals and outcomes specified in the school district's LCAP.

· Requires participating school districts to develop their LCAPs and annual updates in consultation with schoolsite level advisory groups and ensure that the LCAPs are reflective of the goals and plans of the schoolsite.

· Requires single plans for pupil achievement to be aligned with the district's goals for English learners, pupils eligible for free and reduced price meals, and foster youth in specified performance areas.

Status: Senate Education Committee
Early Learning 

AB 1444 (Buchanan) – Mandatory Kindergarten

Beginning with the 2016-17 school year, this bill would require a child to have completed one year of kindergarten before he or she may be admitted to the first grade.
Status: Senate Education Committee
AB 1719 (Weber) – Full-Day Kindergarten Feasibility Study and Implementation Plan

This bill would require the SSPI to provide the Legislature with a feasibility study and implementation plan for providing a full-day kindergarten program in all public schools. The SSPI would be required to submit the feasibility study and implementation plan to the Legislature by no later than March 1, 2015.
Status: Senate Education Committee
SB 837 (Steinberg) – Kindergarten Readiness Act of 2014

This bill would require each school district and charter school that offers kindergarten to provide prekindergarten to every child who is eligible for Free and Reduced Price Meal (FRPM) program and who will have his or her 4th birthday on or before September 1st of the applicable school year. The bill would allow school districts and charter schools to continue to serve the same number of eligible children as they did in the transitional kindergarten program in the 2014-15 school year, and would require that all eligible children are served commencing with the 
2019-20 school year. School districts and charter schools would receive a base grant of average daily attendance (ADA) of $5,500 per pupil for prekindergarten pupils, in addition to supplemental and concentration grants received under the LCFF.
SB 837 would require prekindergarten programs to use the California Preschool Learning Foundations, and require that curriculum frameworks, instructional materials and developmental assessment tools are aligned to the California Preschool Learning Foundations. This bill would add the following state priority to the LCAP:  the extent to which children have access to, and are enrolled in, quality preschool opportunities in the year before kindergarten, including but not limited to a prekindergarten program, as specified.
Status: Assembly Education Committee
Accountability & School Improvement

AB 1672 (Holden) – Local School Attendance Review Board Data

This bill would require LEAs and local School Attendance Review Boards (SARBs) to collect and disaggregate information on pupil attendance and SARB referral outcomes by subgroups such as gender, race and ethnicity, English language learner status, foster youth status, disability status and FRPM program eligibility.  This bill would require LEAs to report this data in their annual School Accountability Report Cards (SARCs).  The CDE would need to update the SARC template for annual adoption by the SBE.

Status: Senate Education Committee
AB 2512 Bonilla – Academic Performance Index: Gender Equity 

This bill would authorize school districts and COEs to include compliance with Title IX in the "school climate" component of their LCAPs beginning in 2018.
Status: Senate Third Reading

Charter Schools
AB 2007 (Grove) – Virtual or Online Charter Schools: Average Daily Attendance

This bill would authorize a virtual or online charter school to claim independent study ADA for a pupil who is enrolled in the school and moves to a residence located outside of the geographic boundaries of the virtual or online charter school.  AB 2007 specifies that the virtual or online charter school may claim independent study ADA for the pupil only for the duration of the course or courses in which the pupil is enrolled or until the end of the school year, whichever occurs first.

Status: Senate Education Committee
SB 1143 (Liu) – Pupil Instruction: Independent Study

Commencing with the 2015-16 school year, this bill would authorize a school district, COE, or charter school to offer independent study courses to pupils enrolled in kindergarten and grades 1 to 12, inclusive, in accordance with certain conditions, including but not limited to, the following:

· Courses are taught under the general supervision of certificated employees with the appropriate subject matter credential.

· Courses are annually certified to be of the same rigor and educational quality as equivalent to classroom-based courses by school district, charter school, or COE governing board or body resolution.

· Certificated employees and each pupil shall communicate in-person, by telephone, or by any other live visual or audio connection at least once per week to assess whether each pupil is making satisfactory educational progress. 
This bill would also require that a signed learning agreement, as specified, be completed and on file and prohibit pupils from being required to enroll in the courses.

This bill specifies how ADA would be computed by the CDE for independent study courses, including, but not limited to, that ADA in these programs shall not exceed the equivalent ratio of pupils to full-time certificated employees in all other educational programs. The bill would prohibit school districts, charter schools, and COEs from having to sign and date pupil work products when assessing their time value of pupil work products for apportionment purposes. The bill would also revise the pupil-to-teacher ratios by grade span, as specified.
Status: Assembly Education Committee 

SB 1263 (Pavley) – Charter Schools: Location
This bill would delete the authority of a charter school to locate outside the jurisdiction or geographic boundaries of the chartering school district.

Status: Assembly Education Committee 
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