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	SUBJECT

Update on the Activities of the California Department of Education Regarding Development of the English Language Development Standards for California Public Schools, Kindergarten through Grade Twelve.
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	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

The State Board of Education (SBE) adopted the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English language arts (ELA) in August 2010.
California Education Code Section 60811.3 (a), created by Assembly Bill 124 (Chapter 605 of the Statues of 2011) requires that the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI), in consultation with the SBE, update, revise, and align the English language development (ELD) standards to the SBE-adopted CCSS for ELA.
RECOMMENDATION
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE take no specific action at this time.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
The SBE adopted the CCSS for ELA in August 2010. These standards became the current subject-matter standards in ELA and mathematics. In October 2011, Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr. signed SB 124 into law, which requires that the SSPI, in consultation with the SBE, update, revise, and align the ELD standards to the adopted CCSS in ELA. The charge is to develop ELD standards aligned by grade level and comparable to, and as rigorous and specific as the adopted CCSS in ELA. 
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)
In meeting these requirements, the SSPI must convene a group of experts in English language instruction, curriculum, and assessment, including individuals who have a minimum of three years of demonstrated experience instructing English learners (ELs) in the classroom at the elementary or secondary level. Also, AB 124 requires two public hearings and puts in place a deadline of August 31, 2012, to present the proposed standards to the SBE (See Attachment 1). 

Since the requirements of AB 124 are to adopt new standards in less than one year it was determined that other states’ standards, some adopted within the last 2 to 5 years, would serve as a starting point for developing California standards. The CDE has already begun the process by reaching an agreement with WestEd for providing technical assistance in the development of the standards. In addition, CDE met with ELD experts from a variety of county offices of education where they reviewed existing standards in place outside of California, along with the current California ELD Standards. In addition, the CDE has begun the process of convening five focus groups across California. Each focus group will include between 10 and 15 educators, who will be selected to ensure balanced representation of regions, types of schools, and experience. California Education Code Section 44013(a) defines an educator:
“Educator” means a certificated person holding a valid California teaching credential or a valid California services credential issued by the commission who is employed by a local education agency or by a special education local planning area and who is not employed as an independent contractor or consultant.
While focus groups are not required, they will ensure public participation prior to the development of standards. Additionally, the focus groups serve to give value to the educators who have most closely worked in implementing the standards and provide direct instruction and services to ELs (See Attachment 2). 

As required by AB 124, the CDE is also working to recruit a panel of experts, as outlined in Section 60811.3. (b) 
In meeting the requirements of subdivision (a), the Superintendent, in consultation with the state board, shall convene a group of experts in EL instruction, curriculum and assessment, including individuals who have a minimum of three years demonstrated experience instructing English learners in the classroom and at the elementary or secondary level. 

Members of the group include, but are not limited to, individuals who are school site principals, school district or county office of education administrators overseeing programs and support for English learners, personnel of teacher training schools at institutions of higher education, or curriculum and instructional specialists with English learner expertise (See Attachments 3, 4, and 5).
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)
The entire ELD standards development, adoption, and implementation process will be overseen and led by the Director of the English Learner Support Division. In order to accomplish this important work in the required time frame, the CDE agreed to collaborate with the California Comprehensive Assistance Center at WestEd. Specifically, WestEd's California Comprehensive Center, in partnership with the Assessment and Standards Development Services Program at WestEd, is working in concert with CDE to analyze current California ELD standards relative to the new California ELA standards; review information on other states' and organization's (e.g., Kansas, Arizona, World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment ) ELD standards revision and alignment efforts; analyze statewide public and expert input on revision parameters; draft the proposed ELD standards; and revise them as needed based on stakeholder review and feedback. 

This collaborative process between the CDE and WestEd will result in capacity-building for staff from the CDE in cross-departmental communication, coordination and facilitation on key tasks in the ELD standards revision process, and will involve staff from divisions of English Learner Support, Curriculum Frameworks & Instructional Resources, Professional Learning, Assessment Development & Administration, and Analysis, Measurement and Accountability Reporting.
After the draft standards are completed, they will be made available for public comment and posted on the CDE Web site. In addition, two public hearings will be conducted to receive public input on the draft standards. Public input from the survey and hearings will guide further revisions to the draft standards. In short, the SSPI is working to ensure that the proposed standards are aligned to the CCSS for ELA, based on current and confirmed research, and reflect a consensus of teachers, parents, and administrators and other informed community members.
Upon receiving the SSPI-recommended ELD standards by August 31, 2012, the SBE must adopt, revise or reject the standards by September 30, 2012. If the SBE finds a need for modifications to the standards, the timeline for action would need to be extended to November 15, 2012.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
October 2011: Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr. signed AB 124 (Chapter 605 of the Statues of 2011).

August 2010: Pursuant to Senate Bill X5 1, the SBE adopted the academic content standards in ELA and mathematics as proposed by the California Academic Content Standards Commission.

July 1999: The SBE adopted the ELD standards for California public schools.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
$200,000 Title I local assistance carryover funds for costs incurred by the CDE. 

ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1: Timeline for the English Language Development Standards for 
 California Public Schools, Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve (1 Page).  
This attachment is available on the CDE English Language Development Standards Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/eldstandards.asp. 
Attachment 2: Recruiting Focus Group Members for the Revision of the English

Language Development Standards for California Public Schools, Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve (2 Pages). This attachment is available on the CDE English Language Development Standards Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/eldstandards.asp. 
Attachment 3: Recruiting Panel of Experts for the Revision of the English

Language Development Standards for California Public Schools, Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve (2 Pages). This attachment is available on the CDE English Language Development Standards Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/eldstandards.asp. 
Attachment 4: California Department of Education 2011–12 Call for Applications, 

English Language Development Standards Panel of Experts (1 Page). This attachment is available on the CDE English Language Development Standards Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/eldstandards.asp. 
Attachment 5: California Department of Education Application for Appointment to 
English Language Development Standards Panel of Experts (4 Pages). This attachment is available on the CDE English Language Development Standards Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/eldstandards.asp. 
Timeline for the English Language Development Standards for California Public Schools,
Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve

	Event
	Schedule

	Focus Group recruitment letter and application distributed to LEAs, English Language Development (ELD) and stakeholder organizations, and institutes of higher education
	January 2012

	Recruitment of Focus Group members 
	 January 2012

	Superintendent appoints Focus Group members
	January to February 2012

	Focus Group meetings in five locations

· California Department of Education, Sacramento-February 14, 2012
· Ventura COE-February 16, 2012
· Alameda COE-February 21, 2012

· Los Angeles COE-February 22, 2012
· San Diego COE-February 23, 2012
	February 2012

	SPI recruits Panel of Experts for English Language Development Standards pursuant to EC 60811(b)
	February 2012

	State Board of Education (SBE) information on focus groups, plan, timeline, and Panel of Experts
	March 7-8, 2012

	SPI convenes Panel of Experts  in the California Department of Education in Sacramento to develop draft English Language Development Standards

· March 19, 2012

· April 30 and May 1, 2012
· May 21 and 22, 2012
· June 21 and 22, 2012
(4 meetings open to the public with dates to be determined) pursuant to EC 60811(b)
	March 2012 to 

June 2012

	State Board of Education (SBE) information on focus group discussions, timeline, and Panel of Experts
	May 2012

	SPI approves draft English Language Development Standards for 30-day public review period and document is posted on CDE Web site
	July 1-31, 2012

	SPI holds two public hearings pursuant to EC 60811(c)
	July-August, 2012

	CDE analyzes public review results and revises draft English Language Development Standards 
	July-August 2012

	SPI present English Language Development Standards to SBE
	August 31, 2012

	SBE action on recommended English Language Development Standards, includes public hearing, if no modifications.
	September 2012

	SBE action on recommended English Language Development Standards, includes public hearing, if there are modifications.
	November 2012
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January 11, 2012
Dear California Educators and Education Stakeholders:

RECRUITING FOCUS GROUP MEMBERS FOR THE REVISION OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR CALIFORNIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS, KINDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE TWELVE

The California Department of Education (CDE) is pleased to announce that it is recruiting members for five focus groups to provide input on the revision of the English Language Development Standards for California Public Schools, Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve. The English Language Development Standards will be revised to align with the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts, adopted by the California State Board of Education (SBE) in August 2010, and to reflect current research on English language development instruction.
The CDE will convene five focus groups across California. Each focus group will include between 10 and 15 educators, who will be selected to ensure balanced representation of regions, types of schools, and experience. California Education Code Section 44013(a) defines an educator:

“Educator” means a certificated person holding a valid California teaching credential or a valid California services credential issued by the commission who is employed by a local education agency or by a special education local planning area and who is not employed as an independent contractor or consultant.

Interested individuals are encouraged to apply. County and district superintendents and charter school administrators are invited to nominate individuals for appointment to a focus group and distribute the attached application to potential applicants. Please note that there is no stipend for service on a focus group, and no reimbursements for travel costs or substitute replacements can be provided by the CDE.
The focus group meetings will be open to the public, and comments made by both focus group members and members of the public at each meeting will be used by the CDE to inform the standards development project.

Focus group meetings are currently planned for the following dates and locations:

· February 14, 2012

California Department of Education, Sacramento

· February 16, 2012

Ventura County Office of Education, Camarillo

· February 21, 2012

Alameda County Office of Education, Hayward

· February 22, 2012

Los Angeles County Office of Education, Downey

· February 23, 2012

San Diego County Office of Education, San Diego 

Each focus group meeting will be held in the late afternoon. A more detailed agenda will be sent to participants and posted on the CDEs English Learner Resources Web page at http://cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/index.asp prior to each event.

To apply to be a member of a focus group, please use the online application form. The form can be downloaded from the CDEs English Learner Resources Web page at http://cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/index.asp. For your convenience, the application form is attached. Applications must be e-mailed to ELDStandards@cde.ca.gov and received no later than 5 p.m. on Tuesday, January 31, 2012.

If you have any questions regarding focus groups, please contact Erin Koepke, Education Programs Consultant, English Learner Support Division, by phone at

916-323-5467 or by e-mail at ekoepke@cde.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Lupita Cortez Alcalá

LCA:ek

Attachment
cc:
Michael Kirst, President, State Board of Education


Sue Burr, Executive Director, State
[image: image1.png]TOM TORLAKSON
STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION




February 6, 2012 

Dear County and District Superintendents and Charter School Administrators:

RECRUITING PANEL OF EXPERTS FOR THE REVISION OF THE ENGLISH
LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR CALIFORNIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS:
KINDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE TWELVE
The California Department of Education (CDE) is pleased to announce that it is recruiting a panel of experts for the revision of the English Language Development Standards for California Public Schools: Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve. The
English Language Development Standards will be revised to align with the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts, which were adopted by the California State Board of Education (SBE) in August 2010, and to reflect current research on English language development instruction.

The panel shall consist of experts in English language instruction, curriculum, and assessment, including individuals who have a minimum of three years of demonstrated experience instructing English learners (ELs) in the classroom at the elementary or secondary level. The panel shall include, but is not limited to, school site principals, school district or county office of education administrators overseeing programs and support for ELs, personnel of teacher training schools at institutions of higher education, or curriculum and instructional specialists with EL experience. The panel shall consist of
members who are appointed by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, in consultation with the SBE, and is responsible for updating and revising the English language development standards adopted pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 60811 and aligning those standards with the SBE-approved academic content standards for English language arts adopted pursuant to EC Section 60605.8.

Interested individuals are encouraged to apply. Superintendents and charter school administrators are invited to nominate individuals and distribute the attached application to potential applicants. Please note that there is no compensation for service as a panel member, except that members will receive their actual and necessary travel expenses for attending panel meetings and participating in other panel activities.

For more information about the panel and to obtain application information, please visit the CDE English Learner Resources Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/index.asp. For your convenience, the application form is attached. Applications must be e-mailed to ELDStandards@cde.ca.gov and received no later than 5 p.m. on Thursday, March 1, 2012.

If you have any questions regarding this subject, please contact Michele Anberg-Espinosa, Bilingual/Migrant Education Consultant, Language Policy and Leadership Office, by phone at 916-323-4872 or by e-mail at manbergespinosa@cde.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Tom Torlakson

TT:mae


Attachment 1 - http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/el/le/documents/yr12ltr0206a1.doc (DOC; 132KB; 1p.)
Attachment 2 - http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/el/le/documents/yr12ltr0206a2.doc (DOC; 150KB; 3pp.) 

cc: Michael Kirst, President, State Board of Education
Sue Burr, Executive Director, State Board of Education
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	CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

2011–2012 CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
English Language Development Standards Panel of Experts

	MEMBERSHIP
	The California Department of Education (CDE) English Language Development (ELD) Standards Panel of Experts shall consist of members who are appointed by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, in consultation with the State Board of Education (SBE). The panel shall consist of experts in English language instruction, curriculum, and assessment, including individuals who have a minimum of three years of demonstrated experience instructing English learners (ELs) in the classroom at the elementary or secondary level. The panel shall include, but is not limited to, school site principals, school district or county office of education administrators overseeing programs and support for ELs, personnel of teacher training schools at institutions of higher education, or curriculum and instructional specialists with EL experience.

	RESPONSIBILITIES
	The panel is responsible for updating and revising the ELD standards adopted pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 60811 and aligning those standards with the SBE-approved academic content standards for English language arts adopted pursuant to EC Section 60605.8. The ELD standards shall be aligned by grade level and shall be comparable to, and as rigorous and specific as, the academic content standards for English language arts. The revised ELD standards shall be adopted by the SBE no later than November 15, 2012.

	COMMITMENT
	The panel will hold one one-day meeting and three two-day meetings in the Sacramento region as follows: March 19, 2012; April 30–May 1, 2012; May 21–22, 2012; and June 21–22, 2012. Additional panel meetings may also be scheduled if needed. All of these meetings require preparation time for panel members.

	COMPENSATION 
	Members of the panel serve without compensation, except that they receive their actual and necessary travel expenses for attending panel meetings and participating in other panel activities. No funding is provided for substitute teaching or administrative personnel; each applicant employed by a local educational agency must obtain the agency’s acknowledgement of the application and the agency’s agreement to absorb any costs for substitute personnel.

	POSITIONS
	15 to 20 appointments will be made.

	TERM OF APPOINTMENT
	The individuals appointed to the panel will serve a limited term, commencing in February 2012 and ending no later than November 15, 2012.

	HOW TO APPLY


	The application can be found on the CDE English Learner Resources Web page at http://cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/index.asp.
Submit an Application for Appointment to the Language Policy and Leadership Office via e-mail or fax to:

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

English Learner Support Division

Language Policy and Leadership Office

E-mail: ELDStandards@cde.ca.gov
Fax: 916-319-0138



	MORE INFORMATION
	More information about the panel can be found on the CDE English Learner Resources Web page at  http://cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/index.asp

	QUESTIONS
	Questions regarding the work of the panel or the panel’s appointment process should be directed to Lupita Cortez Alcalá, Deputy Superintendent, Instruction and Learning Support Branch, by phone at 916-319-0821.

	APPLICATION DEADLINE
	Applications must be received by March 1, 2012.
Late applications may be accepted if positions remain unfilled. 


	
	California Department of Education

Application for Appointment to

English Language Development Standards Panel of Experts

(AB 124)

2011–2012
	Date Received




Phone: 916-319-0845; Fax: 916-319-0138

ELDStandards@cde.ca.gov
(Please complete all items and attach a résumé.)

	Name of applicant

First:                                                                      Middle:                                                                     Last:                                                                  

	Home mailing address:



	Business phone: 

(       )
	Home phone:

(       )

	Cell Phone:

(       )
	E-mail address:

	Current employer (if applicable):



	Current position (if applicable):




	In completing this application, please present information concisely and in the form requested. Please note that all applications, including letters of recommendation, will be available for public review (except personal contact information).


	The panel shall consist of experts in English language instruction, curriculum, and assessment, including individuals who have a minimum of three years of demonstrated experience instructing English learners in the classroom at the elementary or secondary level.


Application for Appointment to English Language Development Standards Panel of Experts
Page 2

What are your relevant areas of expertise or specialization?

	

	

	


Why do you wish to serve on the panel? (You may attach one additional page if needed.)
	

	

	

	

	


Relevant employment experience (Please list most recent first.)

	Position
	Organization or Agency
	Dates

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Educational background (Please list most recent first.)

	Institution or Program
	Date
	Degree

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Professional licenses and certificates

	

	


Application for Appointment to English Language Development Standards Panel of Experts

Page 3

Awards, honors, or citations received

	

	


Professional affiliations

	

	


Letters of recommendation: Please enclose (or have sent to the California Department of Education Language Policy and Leadership Office) two letters of recommendation. One of the letters must come from your employer (if applicable); the other should come from someone (not related to you) who knows you well and is able to comment on your qualifications for the position you seek. 

If you are employed by a local educational agency, the employer letter must come from the agency's chief administrative officer (typically the superintendent or a designee) and must (1) recognize the additional workload you would experience if appointed and (2) acknowledge that the State will not provide reimbursement for the cost of any substitute personnel that may be needed either because of an interview (to which you may have been invited in connection with the selection process) or, if appointed, because of your service on the panel. All required application materials, including letters of recommendation, must be received (not postmarked) by 
5 p.m. on the designated deadline date and time, or they will not be considered.

References: Please list three people who may be contacted regarding your work and experience in relation to the appointment you seek. Individuals who have written letters of recommendation may be listed as references.

	Name

	Position or Title
	Address
	Telephone Number

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Time commitment: Would you be able to contribute the time to attend the panel meetings and perform the duties of the position?
Yes ___ No___

Application for Appointment to English Language Development Standards Panel of Experts

Page 4

Conflict of interest: Please review the State Board of Education (SBE) Conflict of Interest Code, which is codified in the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 18600. Members of those advisory bodies identified in this code are subject to its provisions and are required to annually file a Statement of Economic Interest/Form 700. A copy of the code can be found on the SBE Conflict of Interest Code Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/ab/documents/conflictofinterestcode.doc (DOC; 28KB; 2pp.).

Do you understand that you will be subject to the SBEs Conflict of Interest Code?

Yes ___ No ___
	The following information is optional but would be helpful to ensure that the panel has balanced representation. 
(Government Code sections 11140–11141).

	____  Asian
____  African American

____  Filipino


	____ Hispanic

____ Native American
____ Pacific Islander


	____ White

____ Other (specify)

____ Decline to state
	  ____ Female

  ____ Male

  ____ Decline to state


	(Signature of applicant
	(Date


Please submit completed application via e-mail or by fax to:

California Department of Education

English Learner Support Division

Language Policy and Leadership Office

E-mail: ELDStandards@cde.ca.gov
Fax: 916-319-0138
[Type text]
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