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Waiver Number: 58-12-2011
    Period of Request: July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2011
                                                   Period Recommended: July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2011
Rancho Medanos Junior High School


   CDS Code: 07 61788 6084966
Pittsburg Unified School District
Local Educational Agency Request:

Pittsburg Unified School District (USD) is located in Contra Costa County and has a student population of approximately 10,316 students. Rancho Medanos Junior High School (JHS) serves 1,174 students in grades six through eight. Monitoring performed by the Contra Costa County Office of Education indicates that the Class Size Reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Rancho Medanos JHS in grade six. In addition, five grade six classes, six grade seven classes, and eleven grade eight classes exceeded the QEIA 27-student cap per classroom requirement. The district provided class size information from 2006–07, the base year upon which QEIA CSR targets are calculated, showing that the average size of core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science in grades six through eight were 25.7, 29.3, and 27.8, respectively. The QEIA CSR targets for grades six through eight are 20.7, 24.3, and 22.8, respectively.
Pittsburg USD states that, prior to 2007, it was in the process of adding a third junior high school to house the increasing number of students in the district. The district states that as Rancho Medanos JHS was being built, it was notified that one of the two existing junior high schools, Central Junior High, needed to be abandoned since it was located on a gas line posing a potential hazard for students and staff. The district states that students were moved to Rancho Medanos JHS and Hillview Junior High School. Ten portable classrooms were added to the new Rancho Medanos JHS campus to meet QEIA CSR targets. The district states that its two junior high schools are currently running at maximum capacity, and fortunately a third junior high school will open in August 2012 which will relieve the overcrowding issues. The district states that at Rancho Medanos JHS, several teachers were not assigned a classroom and had to move from room to room teaching during other teacher’s prep periods, and five sections were conducted in a modified teacher’s lounge.
Pittsburg USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR target for grade six at Rancho Medanos JHS for the 2010–11 school year and the establishment of an alternative CSR target of 23.0 on average in core classes for grade six. The district is also requesting a waiver for exceeding the QEIA 27-student cap per core classroom CSR requirement for five grade six classes, six grade seven classes, and eleven grade eight classes at Rancho Medanos JHS in 2010–11.
California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) recognizes Pittsburg USD’s extenuating circumstances and supports its request to increase its CSR target for grade six and to waive the QEIA 27-student cap per core classroom CSR requirement for five grade six classes, six grade seven classes, and eleven grade eight classes at Rancho Medanos JHS for school year 2010–11.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to the grade six CSR target for school year 2010–11 at Rancho Medanos JHS; (2) Applies to five grade six classes, six grade seven classes, and eleven grade eight classes at Rancho Medanos JHS that exceeded the QEIA 27-student cap per core classroom CSR requirement for school year 2010–11; (3) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Pittsburg USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Rancho Medanos Junior High Schoolsite Council on December 12, 2011.
Supported by Pittsburg Education Association and California Teacher’s Association on, November 28 and December 13 and 15, 2011.
Local Board Approval: December 14, 2011.
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