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Waiver Number: 92-12-2011     Period of Request: August 17, 2010, to June 22, 2011

Mary Chapa Literacy and Technology Academy
    CDS Code: 27 66035 6026116
Greenfield Union Elementary School District
Local Educational Agency Request:

Greenfield Union Elementary School District (UESD) is a rural school district located in Monterey County and has a student population of approximately 2,735 students. Mary Chapa Literacy and Technology Academy (LTA) serves 371 students in kindergarten and grades one through two (K–2). Academic Performance Index (API) data for Mary Chapa LTA shows that the school did not exceed the three-year average growth requirement of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA). Mary Chapa LTA’s three-year growth average target is 10.7, but its three-year growth average is only 7.3. Greenfield UESD is concurrently requesting a teacher experience index waiver for Mary Chapa LTA.
Greenfield UESD states that it has consistently met all requirements for the schools in the program. The district states that during the 2010–11 school year it restructured Greenfield Elementary School (ES) as part of the School Improvement Grant (SIG) process. Greenfield ES went from a kindergarten and grades one through five school to a K–2 school and is now called Mary Chapa LTA. The district states that as a new school having only grade two contributing to the new API score, the school was unable to meet its API target. The district believes a waiver for Mary Chapa LTA’s API target is necessary to set a more realistic benchmark by which to measure student progress.

Greenfield UESD requests a waiver of the QEIA API three-year average growth requirement for Mary Chapa LTA for the 2010–11 school year.

Additional Local Educational Agency and School Information for Consideration:

	School Locale Code
	32*

	LEA Average Daily Attendance (ADA)
	2,735

	School ADA
	371

	Grade Span
	K–2

	2008–09 API
	568

	2009–10 API
	630

	2010–11 API
	597

	3 Year API Target Average
	10.7

	3 Year API Growth Average
	7.3

	Made API Growth?
	No

	Made AYP?
	No


*Town Distant: Territory inside an urban cluster that is more than 10 miles and less than or equal to 35 miles from an urbanized area.
California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education recommends denial of this waiver request because its approval would not adequately address the educational needs of pupils within the meaning of California Education Code Section 33051(a)(1).
Specifically, (1) QEIA funding is expected to result in increased academic achievement over time and Mary Chapa LTA has not demonstrated the required growth; (2) the restructuring for SIG did not require reconfiguring the school in this manner, and the impact on the API could have been foreseen; furthermore, the school received over $743,000 in SIG funds in 2010–11; and (3) QEIA program requirements were known to the district prior to its decision to apply for program participation.
Reviewed by Mary Chapa Literacy and Technology Academy Schoolsite Council on December 12, 2011.
Supported by Greenfield Teachers Association, November 17, 2011.
Local Board Approval: December 14, 2011.
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