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Waiver Number: 174-2-2012
     Period of Request: July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2012
        Period Recommended: July 1, 2010, to June 29, 2012

Sierra Intermediate School




    CDS Code: 30 66670 6030415
Santa Ana Unified School District
Local Educational Agency Request:

Santa Ana Unified School District (USD) is an urban school district located in Orange County with a student population of approximately 56,000 students. Sierra Intermediate School (IS) serves 866 students in grades six through eight. Monitoring performed by the Orange County Department of Education indicates that the Class Size Reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Sierra IS in ten grade six classes, twenty-three grade seven classes, and twelve grade eight classes for school year 2010–11. Sierra IS met the QEIA average class size requirements but exceeded the class size cap of 27 students per classroom.
Santa Ana USD states that Sierra IS inadvertently exceeded the QEIA class size cap of 27 students per classroom because of master scheduling issues, and it did not have a clear understanding of the cap requirements. The district states that it had site level administration turnover as well as district level positions that were reduced due to economic constraints, which impacted oversight and monitoring of all of its QEIA schools. The district states that it has taken steps to ensure grade level averages remain below QEIA CSR targets and is collaborating with site administration to build the 2012–13 master schedules to ensure all sections meet the class size cap requirements.
Santa Ana USD requests a waiver for exceeding the QEIA class size cap of 27 students per core classroom for ten grade six classes, twenty-three grade seven classes, and twelve grade eight classes at Sierra IS for school year 2010–11 school year. The district assures the maintenance of class averages at 25.0, and also requests permission to waive the class size cap of 27 for school year 2011–12 while it brings class sizes in line with QEIA requirements by the start of the 2012–13 school year.
California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Santa Ana USD’s request that the QEIA 27-student cap per core classroom be waived for ten grade six classes, twenty-three grade seven classes, and twelve grade eight classes at Sierra IS for school year 2010–11. The CDE also supports Santa Ana USD’s similar request for waiver of the QEIA 27-student cap per core classroom CSR requirement for school year 2011–12, based on the district’s assertion that the school will meet its target by the end of the current year.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to ten grade six classes, twenty-three grade seven classes, and twelve grade eight classes at Sierra IS for school year 2010–11; (2) Applies to grades six through eight classes at Sierra IS for school year 2011–12; and (3) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Santa Ana USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.
Reviewed by Sierra Intermediate Schoolsite Council on February 24, 2012.
Supported by Santa Ana Educators Association, August 31, September 13, 15, and 29, 2011.
Local Board Approval: October 11, 2011.
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