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 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by three local educational agencies to waive portions of California Education Code Section 52055.740(a), regarding class size reduction requirements under the Quality Education Investment Act.
Waiver Numbers:
Corcoran Joint Unified School District 14-4-2013
        Pajaro Valley Unified School District 32-3-2013
        Pajaro Valley Unified School District 33-3-2013
        Ravenswood City Elementary School District 44-3-2013

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends denial of these waiver requests because its approval would not adequately address the educational needs of pupils per California Education Code (EC) Section 33051(a)(1). If approved, termination is effective as of June 30, 2013. The school is receiving QEIA funds for 2012–13 and is not obligated to return 2012–13 funds if the funds are expended by June 30, 2013.
See Attachments 1, 3, 5, and 7 for details.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The CDE Waiver Office has previously presented requests to waive the class size reduction (CSR) target as defined by the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) to the State Board of Education (SBE). Over 90 percent of CSR waiver requests previously presented have requested adjusted class size averages of 25.0 or lower, and have indicated a commitment to meeting that target for the life of the grant; because of the current fiscal climate, these have been approved by the SBE. A small number of CSR waiver requests have proposed CSR targets above 25.0; these have been denied.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Class Size Reduction

Schools participating in the QEIA program were monitored by their county offices of education for compliance with program requirements for the first time at the end of the 2008–09 school year. At that time, local educational agencies (LEAs) were required to demonstrate one-third progress toward full implementation of program requirements. Monitoring for compliance with second-year program requirements was completed to ensure that schools made two-thirds progress toward full implementation in the 
2009–10 school year. QEIA schools were required to demonstrate full compliance with all program requirements at the end of the 2010–11 school year.
QEIA schools are required to reduce class sizes by 5 students compared to class sizes in the base year (either 2005–06 or 2006–07), or to an average of 25 students per classroom, whichever is lower, with no more than 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size. The calculation is done by grade level, as each grade level has a target average class size based on QEIA CSR rules. For small schools with a single classroom at each grade level, some grade level targets may be very low. If, for example, a school had a single grade four classroom of 15 students in 2005–06, the school’s target QEIA class size for grade four is 10 students. Absent a waiver, an unusually low grade level target may result in a greater number of combination classes at the school, or very small classes at the grade level, which is prohibitively costly and may result in withdrawal or termination from the program.

QEIA schools are required to not increase any other (non-core) class sizes in the school above the size used during the 2005–06 school year.

Because this is a general waiver, if the SBE decides to deny the waiver, it must cite one of the seven reasons in EC 33051(a), available at http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=33001-34000&file=33050-33053.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There are no statewide costs as a result of waiver approval. If the waiver is denied, the school must implement the CSR targets based on statute requirements to stay in the program. Any school in the program not meeting those targets will risk the loss of future funding. The QEIA statute calls for any undistributed annual QEIA funding to be redistributed to other schools currently in the program (no new schools are funded).
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:  Corcoran Joint Unified School District Request 14-4-2013 for a Quality Education Investment Act Class Size Reduction Waiver (2 Pages)
Attachment 2:  Corcoran Joint Unified School District General Waiver Request 
14-4-2013 (2 Pages) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.) 
Attachment 3:  Pajaro Valley Unified School District Request 32-3-2013 for a Quality Education Investment Act Class Size Reduction Waiver (2 Pages)

Attachment 4:  Pajaro Valley Unified School District General Waiver Request 32-3-2013 (3 Pages) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)
Attachment 5:  Pajaro Valley Unified School District Request 33-3-2013 for a Quality Education Investment Act Class Size Reduction Waiver (2 Pages)

Attachment 6:  Pajaro Valley Unified School District General Waiver Request 33-3-2013 (3 Pages) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)
Attachment 7:  Ravenswood City Elementary School District Request 44-3-2013 for a Quality Education Investment Act Class Size Reduction Waiver 
(2 Pages)

Attachment 8:  Ravenswood City Elementary School District General Waiver Request 44-3-2013 (2 Pages) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)
Waiver Number: 14-4-2013             Period of Request: July 1, 2011, to June 30, 2014




   Period Recommended: Denial
Corcoran High School
 

   CDS Code:  16 63891 1632207
Corcoran Joint Unified School District

Local Educational Agency Request:

Corcoran Joint Unified School District (JUSD) is an urban district located in Kings County with a student population of approximately 3,334 students. Corcoran High School (HS) serves 920 students in grades nine through twelve. Monitoring performed by the Kings County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Corcoran HS in school year 2011–12. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are 24.0 in grades nine and ten, and an average of 23.3 and 21.0 in grades eleven and twelve, respectively. Through approval of a prior waiver, the present QEIA CSR targets were established for grades nine, ten, and twelve for 2010–11 and in all subsequent years in which the school receives QEIA funding at Corcoran HS.

Corcoran JUSD states that class sizes were larger than anticipated due to an increase of students in grade twelve because of transfer or wanting to remain at the school. In addition, the district states that hiring staff mid-year for a small rural high school with limited class offerings creates difficulties in managing class sizes. The district states all attempts were made to stay within the QEIA CSR requirement; however, the average class size in grade twelve went above the target by .8 students.
Corcoran JUSD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR target for grade twelve at Corcoran HS for school year 2011–12, and the establishment of an alternative CSR target of 21.8 students on average in core classes in grade twelve.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends denial of this waiver request because its approval would not adequately address the educational needs of pupils per California Education Code (EC) Section 33051(a)(1).
The CDE recommends denial of this request based on four factors: (1) Corcoran JUSD was granted a CSR waiver for Corcoran HS for 2010–11 with the condition that the school satisfy future QEIA CSR requirements; (2) QEIA funding is expected to be used to hire teachers resulting in significantly reduced class sizes for students at QEIA schools; (3) significant increases in classroom sizes will potentially impact academic performance in the near future, causing student performance to suffer; and (4) approximately 80 percent of all QEIA schools have been successful in meeting QEIA program requirements and staying within the parameters of the program.
Reviewed by Corcoran HS Schoolsite Council on December 19, 2012.

Supported by Corcoran Teachers Association, August 13, 2012.

Local Board Approval: January 22, 2013.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 1663891
Waiver Number: 14-4-2013

Active Year: 2013
Date In: 4/12/2013 1:16:32 PM
Local Education Agency: Corcoran Joint Unified School District 
Address: 1520 Patterson Ave.
Corcoran, CA 93212
Start: 7/1/2011

End: 6/30/2014
Waiver Renewal: Y
Previous Waiver Number: 90-2-2011-W-6
Previous SBE Approval Date: 5/12/2011
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements
Ed Code Section: 52055.740 (a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: For classes in English language arts, reading, mathematics, science, or history and social science courses in grades 4 to 12, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii) , as follows:

(i)
At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.

(ii)
An average of 25 pupils per classroom.

Outcome Rationale: Corcoran High School has seen many positive changes due to its involvement in the QEIA Program. Funding has allowed the school to add young, energetic, experienced and innovative staff members who have helped in creating a positive, academic

cultural change within the CHS campus. As a result, the school has seen dramatic increases in academic achievement including high growth rates in the number of students passing the California High School Exit Exam in both English/Language Arts and Mathematics, with a first time pass rate of 82 % for ELA and 81% for Math. In addition, an increase in the school Academic Performance Index (API) with an 18 point gain for the 2011-2012 school year, with a total API of 47 API point gain over the past 3 years. The graduation rate has also continued to increase to a high of 95%.

Unfortunately, the CSR target was “not met” for 2011-12 in 12th grade. The average class size went above by the target of 0.7%. All other class size targets were met.
We had an increase of students in 12th grade students that remained at CHS and/or transferred in that resulted in slightly larger class sizes than anticipated. In addition, hiring staff mid year for a small rural high school, with limited class offering, creates difficulties. However, all attempts were made to stay within the class size requirements.

Student Population: 3421
City Type: Rural
Public Hearing Date: 4/9/2013
Public Hearing Advertised: Posted at the District Office,  on the District Website &  at each School Site within the District
Local Board Approval Date: 4/9/2013
Committee/Council Reviewed By: CHS School Site Council Committee Members
Committee/Council Reviewed Date: 4/8/2013
Committee/Council Objection: N
Committee/Council Objection Explanation:
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Ms. Lora Cartwright
Position: Director of Educational Services
E-mail: lcartwright@corcoranunified.com
Telephone: 559-992-8888 x1231
Fax: 559-992-3957
Bargaining Unit Date: 4/15/2013
Name: Corcoran Faculty Association
Representative: Wendi Hulbert
Title: President
Position: Supportive
Comments: None
Waiver Number: 32-3-2013             Period of Request: July 1, 2011, to June 30, 2014



                        Period Recommended: Denial

Freedom Elementary School

    CDS Code: 44 69799 6049696

Pajaro Valley Unified School District

Local Educational Agency Request:

Pajaro Valley Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Santa Cruz County with a student population of approximately 20,000 students. Freedom Elementary School (ES) serves 635 students in kindergarten and grades one through five. Monitoring performed by the Santa Cruz County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Freedom ES in school year 2011–12. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are 20.44 in kindergarten and grades one through three, and an average of 25.0 in grades four and five. Through approval of a prior waiver, the QEIA CSR targets for grades one through three and grade five were waived only for school year 2010–11 at Freedom ES.
Pajaro Valley USD states that it worked closely with the school to meet the QEIA CSR in 2011–12, but was not successful due to ongoing student mobility throughout the schools in the district. The district asserts that it has been a challenge to maintain the QEIA CSR in all grades due to budget constraints and high student mobility.
Pajaro Valley USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for grade one and grades four and five at Freedom ES for school year 2011–12, and the establishment of alternative CSR targets of 20.8 students per class in core classes in grade one, and 26.6 and 26.5 students on average in core classes in grades four and five, respectively.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends denial of this waiver request because its approval would not adequately address the educational needs of pupils per California Education Code (EC) Section 33051(a)(1).

The CDE recommends denial of this request based on five factors: (1) Pajaro Valley USD was granted a CSR waiver for Freedom ES for 2010–11 with the condition that the school satisfy future QEIA CSR requirements; (2) QEIA funding is expected to be used to hire teachers resulting in significantly reduced class sizes for students at QEIA schools; (3) QEIA legislation requires an average classroom size of 25 students or lower for core subjects, with no more than 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; (4) significant increases in classroom sizes will potentially impact academic performance in the near future, causing student performance to suffer; and (5) approximately 80 percent of all QEIA schools have been successful in meeting QEIA program requirements and staying within the parameters of the program.
Reviewed by Freedom ES Schoolsite Council on December 13, 2012.

Supported by Pajaro Valley Federation of Teachers, December 5, 2012.

Local Board Approval: February 13, 2013.
California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 4469799
Waiver Number: 32-3-2013

Active Year: 2013
Date In: 3/13/2013 11:50:58 AM
Local Education Agency: Pajaro Valley Unified School District
Address: 294 Green Valley Rd.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Start: 7/1/2011

End: 6/30/2014
Waiver Renewal: Y
Previous Waiver Number: 73-2-2012-W-38

Previous SBE Approval Date: 05/10/2012
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)(1)(A); Section (a) (1)(B)(1) and (ii)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: 52055.740.  (a) For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the school by the end of the third full year of funding:

   (1) Meet all of the following class size requirements:

   (A) [For kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive, no more than 20 pupils per class, as set forth in the Class Size Reduction Program (Chapter 6.10 (commencing with Section 52120)).]

   (B) For self-contained classrooms in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

   (i) [At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.]

   (ii) An average of 25 pupils per classroom.

   (iii) [For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of self-contained classrooms in that grade at the schoolsite. If the self-contained classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph.]  A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a self-contained classroom in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.

Outcome Rationale: See attachments
Student Population: 635
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 2/13/2013
Public Hearing Advertised: Notice in the newspaper and Notice posted at the school
Local Board Approval Date: 2/13/2013

Committee/Council Reviewed By: Freedom Elementary School Site Council
Committee/Council Reviewed Date: 12/13/2012
Committee/Council Objection: N
Committee/Council Objection Explanation:
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Ms. Ylda Nogueda
Position: Assistant Superintendent
E-mail: ylda_nogueda@pvusd.net
Telephone: 831-786-2133
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit:  Date: 12/05/2012
Name: Pajaro Valley Federation of Teachers
Representative: Francisco Rodriguez
Title: President
Position: Support
Comments:
Pajaro Valley Unified School District, on behalf of Freedom Elementary School, requests a three-year waiver (2011-12), (2012-2013), (2013-2014) in regards to Education Code 52055.740(a):   QEIA Class Size Reductions.  The district asked for a one-year waiver in 2010-2011.  The district worked closely with the school to meet the QEIA requirement in 2011-2012, but was not successful due to ongoing movement of student throughout  the schools in the district.  It has been a challenge to maintain the QEIA class size requirements in K-3 and 4-5 due to budget constraints and high student mobility.  The district is asking for a waiver in K-3 and 4-5 with the following targets for kindergarten and grades one through three and for grades four through fifth for the school years 2011-2012, 2012-2013 and 2013-2014.
• K-3 
21:1
• 4-5 
27:1
The schools QEIA CSR targets for the average size of the core classes have been 22 in kindergarten and grades one through three and 28 students per class in core classes in grades fourth and fifth.
Pajaro  Valley  Unified  School  District  states  that,  due  to  district   instructional  decisions,  budget constraints,  increasing  class  size  in  non-QEIA  schools  causing  increased  student/teacher  ratio,  the district  is committed  to supporting  the  QEIA  schools  with  the  QEIA  CSR.   Freedom  Elementary student  population  is  predominantly  composed  of English  learners  from  low  income  and  migrant families,  resulting  in a high  mobility  rate.   Daily  enrolment  fluctuates  significantly  while  staffing normally  remains  constant  to  create  stability  and  consistency  for  the  students.  The  district  also experiences many students coming and going throughout the school year, causing a high transit student population.
The  QEIA   grant  has  provided   resources   that  have  reduced  class  sizes,   provided  professional development  to improve instruction and increase student achievement.   Without the QEIA's  funding, the school would not be able to continue to implement these programs that have had a positive effect in student  learning. Freedom School  has had steady increase  in academic  growth rate of the API. The district is also committed to supporting the QEIA program at Freedom Elementary School.
Additional Information:
•
PVUSD hired two additional elementary school teachers for 2011-2012 school year to meet class size reduction
•
PVUSD hired two additional elementary teachers for the 2012-2013 school year to meet class size reduction
Please  note  that  PVUSD  is  committed   to  ensuring  compliance   with  CSR  target  requirements. Additionally, Freedom Elementary School met the other Requirements for 2011-2012:   Teachers: Experienced,  Academic  Performance  Index, Highly  Qualified,  Professional  Development,  and  the Williams Settlement.
Local Board Approval:  February 13,2013
Waiver Number: 33-3-2013             Period of Request: July 1, 2011, to June 30, 2014




                        Period Recommended: Denial

Starlight Elementary School
                         CDS Code: 44 69799 6108146

Pajaro Valley Unified School District

Local Educational Agency Request:

Pajaro Valley Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Santa Cruz County with a student population of approximately 20,000 students. Starlight Elementary School (ES) serves 657 students in kindergarten and grades one through five. Monitoring performed by the Santa Cruz County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Starlight ES in school year 2011–12. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are 20.44 in kindergarten and grades one through three, and an average of 25.0 in grades four and five. Through approval of a prior waiver, the QEIA CSR targets for kindergarten and grades one through three and the QEIA 27-student cap in grades four and five were waived only for school year 2010–11 at Starlight ES.

Pajaro Valley USD states that it worked closely with the school to meet the QEIA CSR requirement in 2011–12, but was not successful due to ongoing student mobility throughout the schools in the district. The district asserts that it has been a challenge to maintain the QEIA CSR in all grades due to budget constraints and high student mobility.
Pajaro Valley USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for kindergarten and grades one through five at Starlight ES for school year 2011–12, and the establishment of alternative CSR targets of 20.8, 21.9, 21.4, and 22.3 students per class in core classes in kindergarten and grades one through three, respectively, and 27.8 and 27.9 students on average in core classes in grades four and five, respectively.
California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends denial of this waiver request because its approval would not adequately address the educational needs of pupils per California Education Code (EC) Section 33051(a)(1).

The CDE recommends denial of this request based on five factors: (1) Pajaro Valley USD was granted a CSR waiver for Starlight ES for 2010–11 with the condition that the school satisfy future QEIA CSR requirements; (2) QEIA funding is expected to be used to hire teachers resulting in significantly reduced class sizes for students at QEIA schools; (3) QEIA legislation requires an average classroom size of 25 students or lower for core subjects, with no more than 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; (4) significant increases in classroom sizes will potentially impact academic performance in the near future, causing student performance to suffer; and (5) approximately 80 percent of all QEIA schools have been successful in meeting QEIA program requirements and staying within the parameters of the program.

Reviewed by Starlight ES Schoolsite Council on December 17, 2012.

Supported by Pajaro Valley Federation of Teachers, December 5, 2012.

Local Board Approval: February 13, 2013.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 4469799
Waiver Number: 33-3-2013

Active Year: 2013
Date In: 3/13/2013 11:59:05 AM
Local Education Agency: Pajaro Valley Unified School District
Address: 294 Green Valley Rd.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Start: 7/1/2011

End: 6/30/2014
Waiver Renewal: Y
Previous Waiver Number: 76-2-2012W-38 
Previous SBE Approval Date:05/10/2012
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements
Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)(1) A; Section (a)(1)(B)(i) and (ii)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: 52055.740.  (a) For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the school by the end of the third full year of funding:

   (1) Meet all of the following class size requirements:

   (A) [For kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive, no more than 20 pupils per class, as set forth in the Class Size Reduction Program (Chapter 6.10 (commencing with Section 52120)).]

   (B) For self-contained classrooms in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

   (i) [At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.]

   (ii) An average of 25 pupils per classroom.

   (iii) [For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of self-contained classrooms in that grade at the schoolsite. If the self-contained classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph.] A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a self-contained classroom in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.

Outcome Rationale: See attachments
Student Population: 657
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 2/13/2013
Public Hearing Advertised: Notice in the newspaper and Notice posted at the school
Local Board Approval Date: 2/13/2013

Committee/Council Reviewed By: Starlight Elementary School Site Council
Committee/Council Reviewed Date: 12/17/2012
Committee/Council Objection: N
Committee/Council Objection Explanation:
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Ms. Ylda Nogueda
Position: Assistant Superintendent
E-mail: ylda_nogueda@pvusd.net
Telephone: 831-786-2133
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit:  Date: 12/05/2012
Name: Pajaro Valley Federation of Teachers
Representative: Francisco Rodriguez
Title: President
Position: Support
Comments: 

Pajaro Valley Unified School District, on behalf of Starlight Elementary School, requests a three-year waiver (2011-12), (2012-2013), (2013-2014) in regards to Education Code 52055.740(a):   QEIA Class Size Reductions.  The district asked for a one-year waiver in 2010-2011.   The district worked closely with the school to meet the QEIA requirement  in 2011-2012,  but was not successful  due to ongoing movement  of student throughout the schools  in the district.   It has been a challenge to maintain the QEIA class size requirements in K-3 and 4-5 due to budget constraints and high student mobility.   The district is asking for a waiver in K-3 and 4-5 with the following targets for kindergarten and grades one through three and for grades four through fifth for the school years 2011-2012, 2012-2013 and 2013-2014.
• K-3 
22:1
• 4-5 
27:1
The schools QEIA CSR targets for the average size of the core classes have been 22 in kindergarten and grades one through three and 28 students per class in core classes in grades fourth and fifth.
Pajaro  Valley  Unified  School  District  states  that, due  to  district  instructional  decisions,  budget constraints, increasing  class  size  in non-QEIA  schools  causing  increased  student/teacher  ratio,  the district  is committed  to supporting  the QEIA  schools  with  the  QEIA  CSR.    Starlight  Elementary student  population  is predominantly  composed  of  English  learners  from  low  income  and  migrant families, resulting in a high mobility rate.   The district also experiences  many students coming and going  throughout  the  school  year,  causing  a  high  transit  student  population.     Daily  enrollment fluctuates significantly  while staffing remains constant to create stability and consistency for students.
The  QEIA   grant  has  provided   resources   that  have  reduced  class   sizes,  provided  professional development  to improve instruction and increase student achievement.   Without the QEIA's  funding, the school would not be able to continue to implement these programs that have had a positive effect in student  learning.    The  district  is  also  committed   to  supporting  the  QEIA  program  at  Starlight Elementary School.  The approval of this waiver would allow the district  to continue QEIA class size implementation while meeting the demands of the student mobility.
Additional Information:
•
PVUSD hired two additional elementary school teachers for 2011-2012 school year to meet class size reduction
•
PVUSD hired two additional elementary school teacher for 2012-2013 school year to meet class size reduction
Please  note  that  PVUSD  is  committed   to  ensuring  compliance   with  CSR  target  requirements. Additionally, Starlight Elementary School met the other Requirements for 2011-2012:   Teachers: Experienced, Highly Qualified, Professional Development, and the Williams Settlement.
Local Board Approval:  February 13, 2013
Waiver Number: 44-3-2013             Period of Request: July 1, 2011, to June 30, 2012




                        Period Recommended: Denial
Cesar Chavez Elementary School

    CDS Code: 41 68999 6044366

Ravenswood City Elementary School District

Local Educational Agency Request:

Ravenswood City Elementary School District (ESD) is an urban district located in San Mateo County with a student population of approximately 4,077 students. Cesar Chavez Elementary School (ES) serves 277 students in grades six through eight. Monitoring performed by the San Mateo County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Cesar Chavez ES in school year 2011–12.The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are an average of 20.5, 23.9, and 22.8 in grades six through eight, respectively.
Ravenswood City ESD states that due to budget constraints and cuts, the school district was forced to close James Flood ES, which offered kindergarten and grades one through eight. The district states that this impacted the enrollment of Cesar Chavez ES by increasing its enrollment more than anticipated. In addition, the district states that a larger number of families elected to attend Cesar Chavez ES than had been anticipated. Due to the higher enrollment, the district states, the school did not meet the CSR per classroom requirement. Lastly, the district states that since then, the school has restructured to accommodate higher enrollment.

Ravenswood City ESD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for grades six through eight at Cesar Chavez ES for school year 2011–12, and the establishment of alternative CSR targets of 30.6, 29.3, and 28.6 students on average in core classes in grades six through eight, respectively. In addition, Ravenswood City ESD requests the establishment of an alternative CSR target of 25.0 students on average in core classes in grades six through eight for school year 2014–15.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends denial of this waiver request because its approval would not adequately address the educational needs of pupils per California Education Code (EC) Section 33051(a)(1).

The CDE recommends denial of this request based on five factors: (1) QEIA funding is expected to be used to hire teachers resulting in significantly reduced class sizes for students at QEIA schools; (2) QEIA legislation requires an average classroom size of 25 students or lower for core subjects, with no more than 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; (3) class size data provided by Ravenswood City ESD shows that class size averages for school year 2012–13 are currently at 27 students for grades six and seven, and 26 students for grade eight; (4) significant increases in classroom sizes will potentially impact academic performance in the near future, causing student performance to suffer; and (5) approximately 80 percent of all QEIA schools have been successful in meeting QEIA program requirements and staying within the parameters of the program.
Reviewed by Ravenswood City School District Board of Trustees on March 14, 2013.

Supported by Ravenswood Teacher Association, March 4, 2013.

Local Board Approval: March 14, 2013.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 4168999
Waiver Number: 44-3-2013

Active Year: 2013
Date In: 3/19/2013 2:14:43 PM
Local Education Agency: Ravenswood City Elementary School District
Address: 2120 Euclid Ave.
East Palo Alto, CA 94303
Start: 7/1/2011

End: 6/30/2012
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 
Previous SBE Approval Date:
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements
Ed Code Section: 52055.740(c)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: (c) For classes in English language arts, reading, mathematics, science, or history and social science sourses in grades 4 to 12, inclusive, an average clasroom size that is lesser of clause (i) or (ii) as follows:

[(i) At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.]

[(ii) An average of 25 pupils per classroom.]

(iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of subject specific classrooms in that grade at the school site. If the subject specific classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph. A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a class in English language arts, reading, mathematics, science, or history and social science in grades 4th-12th inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.
Outcome Rationale: Due to budget constraints/cuts the school district was forced to close Flood School a K-8 school. This impacted the enrollment of Cesar Chavez School, increasing its enrollment higher than anticipated, larger number of families elected to attend Cesar Chavez than had been anticipated. Since then, the school has restructured to accomodate higher enrollment. 
Student Population: 277
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 3/14/2013
Public Hearing Advertised: public posting 72 hours prior to meeting and distributed fliers to all district parents
Local Board Approval Date: 3/14/2013
Committee/Council Reviewed By: Ravenswood City School District Board of Trustees
Committee/Council Reviewed Date: 3/14/2013
Committee/Council Objection: N
Committee/Council Objection Explanation:
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Ms. Maria Ibarra
Position: Categorical Compliance Programs Coordinator
E-mail: mibarra@ravenswoodschools.org
Telephone: 650-329-2800 x 60197
Fax: 650-329-1793
Bargaining Unit:  Date: 03/04/2013
Name: Ravenswood Teacher Association
Representative: Luis Rodriguez
Title: Acting Vice-President
Position: Support
Comments:
6/28/2013 1:45 PM
6/28/2013 1:45 PM

