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	SUBJECT

Update on Issues Related to California’s Implementation of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and Other Federal Programs: Fiscal Year 2012 School Improvement Grant Cohort 2 Fiscal Year 2012 Grant Award Notification; Title III Response to the Final Report Issued by the Student Achievement and School Accountability Programs Office.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This item includes two issues for the State Board of Education’s (SBE) consideration. 

· The first is the fiscal year (FY) 2012 Grant Award Notice (GAN) for the School Improvement Grant (SIG), authorized by Section 1003(g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), dated July 17, 2013, that authorizes SIG Cohort 2, Year 3 continuation awards for qualifying local educational agencies (LEAs) and schools during the 2014–15 school year (SY).

· The second item seeks SBE authority to authorize the SBE Executive Director and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to prepare a response to the Title III Final Report issued by the Student Achievement and School Accountability Programs Office (SASA) of the U.S. Department of Education (ED).

RECOMMENDATION
School Improvement Grant Cohort 2
The California Department of Education (CDE) is presenting information about the SIG Cohort 2; no action is necessary at this time. 
Title III

The CDE recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) authorize the SBE President or designee, along with the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI), to submit California’s response as well as any subsequent quarterly reports related to the ED 2013 Title III Monitoring Report.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
School Improvement Grant Cohort 2
Pursuant to the September 2013 SBE action, the SBE authorized the SBE President or designated liaison, along with the SSPI, to submit California’s “Continuation Awards Only Application for FY 2012 SIG Program” to the ED. 
Pursuant to the March 2012 SBE action, the CDE applied for and was granted FY 2011 SIG continuation awards by the ED. The FY 2011 SIG allocation will fund SIG Cohort 2, Year 2.

On September 20, 2011, the ED approved California’s waiver request to carry over 100 percent of FY 2010 SIG funds of Section 1003(g) of the ESEA. At its January 2012 meeting, the SBE approved allocation of funds as sub-grants to qualifying California LEAs and their respective schools for the 2012–13 SY.
Title III
The ED conducted a comprehensive review of the CDE administration of Title III, Part A-English Language Acquisition, Language Enhancement, and Academic Achievement Act, authorized by the ESEA, as amended on April 16–18, 2013.

During the review, the ED team conducted several monitoring activities. The ED team reviewed evidence of state-level monitoring and technical assistance, implementation of the state’s Title III accountability system, and fiscal and administrative oversight with the state educational agency (SEA). The ED team also interviewed staff at five LEAs— Sacramento Unified School District, Los Angeles Unified School District, Ventura Unified School District, San Francisco Unified District, and Stockton Unified School District.

On June 24, 2013, CDE and SBE staff received the California Title III monitoring report. The CDE provided the monitoring report to the SBE in an August Information Memorandum. California was given 30 business days from the receipt of the report to respond to all of the compliance issues contained therein. In view of the short time allowed to develop a California response, the CDE requested an extension from the ED for the submission. California’s response is now due October 1, 2013.

The report contains a listing of the critical monitoring indicators under each monitoring element, a description of the scope of the monitoring review, the findings, and recommendations that the team cited as a result of the review. The ED is requesting the CDE to provide a detailed description of the actions the department will take, regarding issues outlined under the “Further Action Required” heading of the report. 

The CDE is in the process of reviewing each finding with the appropriate divisions and units to properly prepare a response. CDE staff has identified multiple areas of inaccurate information and misunderstandings in the ED monitoring report, which will be disputed in the response to the findings and resolutions will be proposed for the remaining findings. 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
School Improvement Grant Cohort 2
At its March 2013 SBE meeting, the SBE authorized the SBE President or designated liaison, along with the SSPI, to submit California’s “Continuation Awards Only Application for FY 2012 SIG Program” to the ED.
At its March 2012 SBE meeting, the SBE authorized the SBE President or designated liaison, along with the SSPI, to approve California’s FY 2011 Continuation Awards Only SIG application to the ED.

At its January 2012 meeting, the SBE took action to approve funding for the recommended list of 14 LEAs on behalf of 39 schools that applied for FY 2010 SIG sub-grants provided under Section 1003(g) of the ESEA for the 2012–13 SY based upon the LEA submitting an approvable application.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
School Improvement Grant Cohort 2

The SIG funds provide LEAs with grants ranging from $50,000 to $2 million per SY. Approximately $66 million is available under Section 1003(g) of the ESEA for FY 2010 with an additional amount of approximately $63 million for FY 2011. California’s FY 2012 federal allocation is approximately $61.8 million.
Title III
California’s FY 2012 Title III allocation is approximately $161.6 million. There are no associated costs with the federal monitoring.
ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1:
July 17, 2013, letter from Deborah S. Delisle, Assistant Secretary, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, U.S. Department of Education, to Tom Torlakson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, California Department of Education, regarding the approval of California's application for fiscal year 2012 funds under the School Improvement Grant program (1 Page)
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