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	SUBJECT

California Native Americans Supplemental Instructional Materials: Appointment of Reviewers


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the recommendation of the Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission (Curriculum Commission) to appoint applicants number one through five and number eight, per Attachment 1, to review the California Native Americans Supplemental Instructional Materials submitted by the California State Library (State Library).
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


At its March 2008 meeting, the SBE approved the evaluation criteria, timeline, and reviewer application for the review of the California Native Americans Supplemental Instructional Materials.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Senate Bill 41 (Alpert, Chapter 870, Statutes of 2002), authorized the State Library to develop supplemental instructional materials for use in public schools to educate students about the state’s Native Americans and their history. SB 41 required that the Curriculum Commission review the materials submitted by the State Library, hold a public hearing, and recommend the materials to the SBE for approval. 

In September 2007, the State Library submitted model supplemental instructional materials for grade eight to the Curriculum Commission. The Curriculum Commission took action at its January 2008 meeting to recommend a plan to the SBE for the review of the supplemental instructional materials. This plan was approved by the SBE at its March 2008 meeting. 
The Curriculum Commission has recruited and recommended to the SBE a panel to review the supplemental instructional materials in a public process similar to instructional materials adoption deliberations. The Curriculum Commission took action on May 16, 2008, to recommend six reviewers to the SBE for service on the review 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (cont.)


committee for the supplemental instructional materials. These reviewers include two college professors, three teachers, and one member of the American Indian Education Oversight Committee. Two incomplete applications, numbers six and seven per Attachment 1, were also received. 
Because fewer than the desired number of applications were received, the Curriculum Commission acted to empower the Commission Chair and the Chair of the 
History–Social Science Subject Matter Committee to review any late applications received and to recommend those deemed qualified to the SBE. The Curriculum Commission reviewed the two applications that were submitted incomplete and decided that if those two individuals completed their applications, that the two Chairs could elect to recommend those applicants to the SBE as well. The additional applications and/or completed applications, if any, will be submitted as a last minute addendum to this item.  

Reviewers will attend a one-day training in Sacramento on August 19, 2008. After an independent review of the submitted instructional materials, reviewers will return to Sacramento on October 29-30, 2008, to deliberate on their findings and to prepare a report to the Curriculum Commission. This report will detail whether the supplemental instructional materials meet or do not meet the established criteria adopted by the SBE.  

The review process will include multiple opportunities for public comment, including the following:

· The draft supplemental instructional materials have been posted on the CDE Web site. The CDE will accept all comments on the draft instructional materials and will forward them to the Curriculum Commission and the SBE. 

· Public comment times will be scheduled at all meetings of the review panel.

· The Curriculum Commission and the SBE will accept public comment at their regular meetings where the supplemental instructional materials are addressed. 

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The Legislature appropriated $50,000 to cover the cost of this review. The money will be spent on reimbursement of travel costs for reviewers, substitute replacement for current teachers that serve on the review panel, a $300/day honorarium for scholars with a Ph.D. degree that contribute their expertise to the panel, and CDE working costs, including the cost of preparing the document for publication on the CDE Web site. 
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Reviewer Applications (34 pages) (This attachment is not available for

Web viewing. A printed copy is available for viewing in the State Board of 
Education Office.)
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