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	SUBJECT

2009 Education and the Environment Initiative Curriculum Review: Approval of Revised Timeline
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	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the revised timeline for the 2009 Education and the Environment Initiative (EEI) Curriculum Review.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


October 2003: Assembly Bill 1548 (Pavley, Chapter 665, Statutes of 2003) created the EEI, and directed the California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) and the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB), in cooperation with the California Resources Agency, the CDE, the SBE, and the Secretary of Education, to develop a set of Environmental Principles and Concepts for elementary and secondary schools.
2004: The Environmental Principles and Concepts were developed. Two members of the Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission (Curriculum Commission) served as liaisons to the committee that prepared the document.
December 2004: The Secretary of CalEPA and the CIWMB approved the Environmental Principles and Concepts.
October 2005: AB 1721 (Pavley, Chapter 581, Statutes of 2005) called for the creation of a model environmental curriculum that incorporated the Environmental Principles and Concepts.
January 9, 2008: The SBE approved the evaluation criteria, timeline, and reviewer application for the 2009 EEI Curriculum Review.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Pursuant to AB 1548 and AB 1721, the CalEPA and the CIWMB are developing 104 EEI curriculum units for presentation to the Curriculum Commission. The Curriculum 
Commission is responsible for the review of the proposed materials and will submit its recommendation to the Secretaries of CalEPA and the California Resources Agency. The Secretaries will then submit the materials to the SBE for approval.
Adoption Timeline

The 2009 EEI Curriculum Review Timeline contains key dates for the review of the submitted curriculum units. On May 16, 2008, the Curriculum Commission approved revisions to the timeline. The CDE recommends that the SBE approve these changes.

The shaded areas of the timeline (see Attachment 1) have been revised for the following reasons:

1. Recruitment of Content Review Experts (CREs)/Instructional Materials Reviewers (IMRs): The original recruitment period was changed from 
“January–April 2008” to “April–August 2008” in order to finalize the hotel accommodations for the reviewer training and deliberations.
2. Curriculum Commission recommends CREs/IMRs to the SBE: The change in the recruitment period pushed back the date for the Curriculum Commission recommendation of reviewers from “May 15-16, 2008” to “September 10-11, 2008.”
3. SBE appoints CREs/IMRs: The change in the Curriculum Commission date pushed back the date for the SBE appointment of reviewers from “July 9-10, 2008” to “November 5-6, 2008.”
4. California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) submits Education and the Environment Initiative (EEI) curriculum for review: The submission date for the EEI curriculum was changed from “Spring 2009” to “May 2009” based on CalEPAs revised completion date for the curriculum units.
5. Deliberations event held (up to three days); reviewers prepare reports of findings for the Curriculum Commission: The deliberation dates were changed from “August 2-5, 2009” to “August 10-12, 2009” because the hotel could not be booked on the original dates.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Funding for this review will come from the budget of CalEPA. CalEPA staff estimates that the review will cost approximately $200,000.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Draft Timeline (1 Page)
DRAFT Timeline

(Pending State Board of Education Approval)

2009 Education and the Environment Initiative Curriculum Review

	TASK
	COMPLETION DATE

	Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission (Curriculum Commission) approves review plan, evaluation criteria, Content Review Experts (CREs)/Instructional Materials Reviewers (IMRs) application
	November 28-30, 2007

	State Board of Education (SBE) approves review plan, evaluation criteria, CRE/IMR application
	January 9-10, 2008

	Recruitment of CREs/IMRs
	January–April 2008 April–August 2008

	Curriculum Commission recommends CREs/IMRs to the SBE
	May 15-16, 2008 September 10-11, 2008

	SBE appoints CREs/IMRs
	July 9-10, 2008 November 5-6, 2008

	Two-and-a-half day meeting to train reviewers 
	April 20-22, 2009

	California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) submits Education and the Environment Initiative (EEI) curriculum for review
	Spring 2009 May 2009

	Reviewers conduct independent review of the EEI curriculum
	May–July 2009

	Deliberations event held (up to three days); reviewers prepare reports of findings for the Curriculum Commission
	August 2-5, 2009 August 10-12, 2009

	Curriculum Commission makes recommendations on the EEI curriculum (public hearing) to the Secretary for Environmental Protection and to the Secretary of the California Resources Agency
	September 2009

	The Secretary for Environmental Protection and the Secretary of the California Resources Agency submit the EEI curriculum to the SBE
	November 2009

	SBE action on the EEI curriculum (public hearing)
	November 2009 or January 2010

	EEI curriculum prepared for publication by CalEPA
	Winter 2009-2010

	EEI curriculum released (California Department of Education (CDE)/CalEPA Web sites)
	Spring 2010
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