pdeab-p16-july09item01

Page 6 of 6

	California Department of Education
Executive Office
SBE-003 (REV. 06/2008)

pdeab-p16-jul09item01  
	ITEM # 27 

	[image: image1.png]





             
	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY 2009 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s P-16 Council Recommendations for Closing the Achievement Gap: Progress to Date.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) is providing the following to the State Board of Education (SBE) for information and discussion. 
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In December 2004, State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) Jack O'Connell announced the establishment of the California P-16 Council (Council). The Council was charged with examining ways to: (1) improve student achievement at all levels and eliminate the achievement gap; (2) link all education levels, from preschool, elementary, middle, high school, and through higher education, to create a comprehensive, seamless system of student learning; (3) ensure all students have access to caring and qualified teachers; and (4) increase public awareness of the link between an educated citizenry and a healthy economy. 

The members of the Council represent a wide-range of expertise from throughout California, including teachers, administrators, parents, business leaders, students, academics and philanthropy. In addition, several of the statewide Council members serve on regional councils. A complete list of Council members can be found at http://www.cde.ca.gov/eo/in/pc/p16council.asp.
In 2007, the SSPI directed the Council to examine specific strategies for closing the achievement gap in California. On January 22, 2008, the SSPI delivered his fifth annual State of Education Address and unveiled an ambitious, comprehensive plan aimed at closing the pernicious achievement gap that exists between students who are white and students of color, English learners, students in poverty, and students with disabilities. This plan was based on the Council’s 14 recommendations. 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS (Cont.)


Additionally, the Core Purpose of the CDE was changed to reflect this important goal of closing the achievement gap and states the purpose of the CDE is “to lead and support the continuous improvement of student achievement, with a specific focus on closing achievement gaps.”

Superintendent O'Connell has made closing the achievement gap his top priority in his second term of office. California's rigorous academic standards and its accountability system have led to steady, significant achievement gains over the past five years. However, data clearly reveals the need to focus in new ways on the groups of students whose achievement persistently lags behind. The achievement gap is a pervasive issue in many, if not all, California schools. This gap threatens the future competitiveness of our state in this demanding global economy. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The SSPI’s plan for closing the achievement gap is based on the Council’s 14 recommendations. The Council started with the premise that the major factors inhibiting successful learning for all students can be grouped into four main themes: access, culture and climate, expectations, and strategies. 

The following provides the progress of each of the 14 recommendations, to date: 
Access

Council Recommendation 1: Provide High-Quality Prekindergarten Programs 

In 2008, two bills were passed implementing this recommendation from the P-16 Council. Assembly Bill (AB) 2759 (Ch.308, Statutes of 2008) consolidated the state’s three pre-existing preschool programs into one, creating the California State Preschool Program. Senate Bill (SB) 1629 (Ch. 307, Statutes of 2008) established the Early Learning Quality Improvement System Advisory Committee.

Council Recommendation 2: Better Align Educational System from Prekindergarten to College 
The CDE, along with the system leaders for all higher education institutions, the business and career technical education communities, and the Governor's Office have teamed up to participate in the Achieve Alignment Institute. As part of the American Diploma Project, this team will form consensus around what it means to be college- and work-ready in order to ensure high school graduates can enter the workforce or credit-bearing college coursework without remediation.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Council Recommendation 3: Develop Partnerships to Close the Achievement Gap 
The CDE's P-16 Policy Development Office has developed partnerships with city, county, and state agencies; faith-based organizations; businesses; parent support organizations; and other interested organizations. The primary goal of the partnerships is to embed, "closing the achievement gap" as a primary driver of efforts being pursued by these organizations and to develop the Resource Kit for Partnerships to Close the Achievement Gap. The kit is designed to provide information on data analysis; needs assessment and asset mapping; create broad connections with local resources; develop infrastructures and partnership agreements; evaluate existing partnerships; and create partnership sustainability plans. It is anticipated that the Resource Kit will be available for free download in July 2009 at http://www.closingtheachievementgap.org.

Culture and Climate
Council Recommendation 4: Provide Culturally Relevant Professional Development for All School Personnel
A Culture and Climate Roundtable of national and state experts has been convened to discuss the development of a statewide framework supporting this recommendation. Focus groups are being held to gain valuable input from practitioners, school administrators, and stakeholders. The first draft of the framework is currently under development at the CDE.

Council Recommendation 5: Conduct a Climate Survey 
The CDE has augmented the California Healthy Kids Survey (CHKS) and California School Climate Survey (CSCS) to provide better data on issues related to race, culture, school conditions, and supports that impact the achievement gap. Over the next two years, we anticipate 800 school districts will receive CHKS and CSCS data collected from approximately 5,000 schools. The reports for both surveys will be available at the CDE and WestEd Web sites; accessible to students, staff, parents, and communities alike.

Expectations
Council Recommendation 6: Augment Accountability System 
An expert panel has been convened to design an index to augment the current accountability system. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The panel is currently meeting regularly in order to complete the project. Additionally, focus groups are being conducted for all stakeholders, including district and school site leaders. They will share their perspectives on what additional indicators are critical in closing the achievement gap. 

Council Recommendation 7: Model Rigor 
The Brokers of Expertise project pilot is identifying the best and promising practices, as well as modeling rigor, in algebra. This work is moving forward with the California K-12 High Speed Network and the Imperial County Office of Education. Along with mathematics experts throughout the state, the CDE will identify, collect, and align all possible material to the Mathematics Content Standards for California public schools.

Council Recommendation 8: Focus on Academic Rigor 
By joining over 30 other states in the American Diploma Project, California has created a leadership team to focus on students graduating from high school. This team focuses on how to best teach our students the skills necessary to enter college, business, and career technical education without remediation. 

Council Recommendation 9: Improve the Awards System
The CDE has adopted a Distinguished School application that requires all schools receiving the award in 2009 and beyond to have had measured improvement in closing the gap. To view the new requirements, visit the CDE letters Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/el/le/yr08ltr1113.asp

 HYPERLINK "http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/el/le/yr08ltr1113.asp" . Under these new requirements, applicants are providing the CDE with their signature practice for closing gaps so we can share proven practices throughout the state. 

Strategies
Council Recommendation 10: Create a Robust Data System
Through the generosity of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, a large scale effort to look at California's data collection systems and practices for continuous learning was completed in December 2008. As a result of this effort, the McKinsey & Company created the Framework, supported by 10 recommendations, for developing a Comprehensive Education Data System in California. The full report is available on the CDE P-16 Council Web page under the title, “Framework for a Comprehensive Education Data System in California” at http://www.cde.ca.gov/eo/in/pc/index.asp#mckinsey.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Council Recommendation 11: Provide Professional Development on the Use of Data 
The Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program (SB 472) allows a local educational agency to receive incentive funding to provide training in mathematics and reading/language arts to teachers. The training consists of an initial 40 hours on State Board of Education approved instructional materials and an additional 80 hours in follow-up training.

This recommendation was enacted into law by the passage of AB 2391(Ch.239, Statutes of 2008) in August 2008. This bill adds California Education Code Section 99237.6, which allows teachers to fulfill up to 40 hours of the 80 hours of follow-up training in SB 472 with training on data analysis that includes strategies on the use of data to close the achievement gap.

Council Recommendation 12: Share Successful Practices
The CDE has committed $1.5 million (matched by over $1.2 million dollars from private foundations) to contract with the Imperial County Office of Education, through the California K-12 High Speed Network to coordinate and develop the Brokers of Expertise project. The CDE has also teamed with various county offices of education to identify valuable instructional content, educational research, and promising practices suitable for statewide dissemination. The test site, which will focus on fourth grade English-Language Arts, Algebra I, and Career Technical Education, is currently being field tested by more than 35 educators across the state. In June, 10 pilot school groups were identified to use the Brokers of Expertise in a variety of activities. In addition, expansion to include 100 schools will be complete in June 2010.

Council Recommendation 13: Fully Implement the California K-12 High-Speed Network 
Regrettably, with the instability in the state fiscal outlook and state budget, little progress has been made on this recommendation. However, the CDE is looking at other alternatives to delivering access to technology to California's neediest learners. To this end, the CDE supports the School2Home Initiative, supported by the California Emerging Technology Fund and the Children's Partnership, bringing technology into the classroom by providing laptop computers to middle school students.

Council Recommendation 14: Create Opportunities for School District Flexibility
The SBE approved waivers as part of a pilot program between Fresno and Long Beach Unified School Districts in May 2008. Both districts now have increased flexibility around spending. Since the inception of this partnership, the two districts are creating greater connections and collaborations with regional postsecondary institutions. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The goal of this effort is to ensure students and parents are aware of college entry requirements as well as alignment of K-16 educational systems. They will also be securing support and counsel from other external partners.

The CDE is making great progress on all of the recommendations and has fully implemented a number of them. The SSPI remains focused on fully implementing all 14 recommendations. 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


None. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: PowerPoint presentation on Progress of 14 Recommendations to Close the Achievement Gap (46 slides)
Attachment 2: Data Sources for PowerPoint presentation on Progress of 14 Recommendations to Close the Achievement Gap (2 pages)

