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Send Original plus one copy to:

Waiver Office, California Department of Education 

Faxed originals will not be accepted!
1430 N Street, Suite 5602
Sacramento, CA 95814

	
	CD CODE
	

	5
	6
	7
	2
	5
	3
	8

	Local educational agency:

Oxnard School District
	Phone contact and recipient of approval/denial notice:

(805) 487-3918, ext #285
	Contact person’s e-mail address:

ckawaguchi@oxnardsd.org

	Address:                                          (City)                              (State)                        (ZIP)

10 51 South A Street                        Oxnard                              CA                     93030
	Phone (and extension, if necessary):

(805 ) 487-3918  x 285
Fax number: (805) 486-6084

	Period of request:  (month/day/year)

From:  7/01/2010            To:  6/30/2011

	Local board approval date: (Required)

April 1, 2009
	Date of Public Hearing: (Required)

March 18, 2009

	LEGAL CRITERIA

	1. Authority for the waiver:   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Specific code section:  EC 60422(c)(1) through (3)
Section 60422(c) The State Board of Education may grant the school district additional time to meet the purchasing requirements of subdivision (a) if the governing board of the school district demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the state board, that all of the following criteria apply to the district:

(1) The school district has implemented a well designed, standards-aligned basic instructional materials program.

(2) The school district, at the time of its request for additional time pursuant to this subdivision, has sufficient textbooks or basic instructional materials for use by each pupil.

(3) The school district has adopted a plan for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional materials in accordance with subdivision (a) but the plan indicated an alternative date for compliance that is declared in the request for additional time.


	2. Education Code Section to be waived:  EC 60422(a) “24 month” rule for IMFRP adoptions
Curriculum Area:   ELA/ELD     Grade Levels:   K-8   Alternative Date for Compliance:   7/01/2011


	3. Collective bargaining unit information.  
       Does the district have any employee bargaining units?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  X Yes     If yes, please complete required information 

       below:

      Bargaining unit(s)consulted on date(s):  February 17, 2009           

      Name of bargaining unit and name of representative(s) consulted: 

      Oxnard Educator’s Association (OEA)     
      Robin Lefkovits, President; Linda Cheryl Gunther, Vice-President.       

      The position(s) of the bargaining unit(s):   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral   X  Support   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Oppose (Please specify why)

      Comments (if appropriate):  

      N/A
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	4. Education Code or California Code of Regulations section to be waived.  

EC 60422. (a) A local governing board shall use funding received pursuant to this chapter to ensure that each pupil is provided with a standards-aligned textbook or basic instructional materials, as adopted by the State Board of Education subsequent to the adoption of content standards pursuant to Section 60605 for kindergarten and grades 1 to 8, inclusive, or as adopted by the local governing board pursuant to Sections 60400 and 60411, for grades 9 to 12, inclusive. Pupils shall be provided with standards-aligned textbooks or basic instructional materials by the beginning of the first school term that commences no later than 24 months after those materials were adopted by the State Board of Education.


	5. Desired outcome/rationale. Give a general description of what adoption you want to postpone and the reason:
The Oxnard School District is requesting a one year postponement of the adoption of new instructional materials for K-8 Reading Language Arts/ELD. This would extend the use of our current Reading Language Arts adoption through 2010-2011.  This waiver would provide us with additional time to fully implement the K-8 mathematics program which was adopted Fall 2008.
The Oxnard School District is fully committed to ensuring that 100% of K-6 teachers and 100% of 7-8 grade teachers of mathematics have completed the 40-hour SB472 state approved training in the core mathematics program (Scott Foresman and McDougal Littell, respectively) as well as professional development for the full implementation of the 4-8 grade intensive intervention programs (Glencoe Triumphs and UCLA Algebra Readiness, respectively). 

In addition to ensuring the full implementation of the newly adopted K-8 mathematics program, the District is also focusing central resources on identifying the most purposeful and formative district wide assessments for the programs as well as grappling with challenges presented in the master scheduling of strategic and intensive students in mathematics and Reading Language Arts/ELD according to students’ instructional needs.  We would like to continue to focus our budget-reduced central office staff members on the full implementation of the mathematics adoption and provide leadership in piloting the Reading Language Arts/ELD materials in 2009-2010 and 2010-2011. Our adoption process is in alignment with CDE’s recommendations and the Curriculum and Instruction Steering Committee’s (CISC) Reading Language Arts Toolkit and involves teacher participation across all 20 schools. The selection of the Reading Language Arts/ELD programs will be one of the most critical instructional decisions made by the Oxnard School District. Forty-eight (48%) percent of our students are English Learners. It is critical that we have the time to make a well-researched and well-supported decision on a new Reading Language Arts program. The additional time will allow us to train all of our teachers on any newly adopted Reading Language Arts program and plan for the full implementation of the new materials in every classroom.
REFER TO ATTACHMENT A:


	Is this waiver associated with an “apportionment related" audit penalty? (per EC 41344)   X  No      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes 

 (If yes, please attach explanation or copy of audit finding) 

Has there been a Coordinated Compliance Review finding on this issue?   X  No      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes 

(If yes, please attach explanation or copy of CCR finding)                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	District or County Certification – I hereby certify that the information provided on this application is correct and complete.


	Signature of Superintendent or Designee:

      
	Title:


	Date:
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	Signature of SELPA Director (only if a Special Education Waiver)

N/A
	Date:



	FOR CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION USE ONLY

	Staff Name (type or print):


	Staff Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Unit Manager (type or print):


	Unit Manager Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Division Director (type or print):


	Division Director Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Deputy (type or print):


	Deputy Signature:

> 
	Date:
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Attachment A: Desired Outcome/Rationale for Waiver

I. Responses to the Statutory Criteria for Waiver Approval:

EC 60422(c) The State Board of Education may grant the school district additional time to meet the purchasing requirements of subdivision (a) if the governing board of the school district demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the state board, that all of the following criteria apply to the district:

1. The school district has implemented a well-designed, standards-aligned basic instructional materials program.

The Oxnard School District (OSD) has implemented a well-designed, standards-aligned instructional materials program. The District conducts a very thorough process when selecting a textbook for adoption. In year 1 of the process, the District forms an Instructional Materials Evaluation Committee composed of volunteer teachers who represent all grade levels, intervention classes and diverse populations. The Committee reviews longitudinal test data, standards, completes a needs assessment, and conducts an analysis of the district’s needs based on the past academic performance for the new adoption. The committee also creates the criteria and the lens that will be followed during the review of the materials that are to be field tested. The committee works collaboratively with the support of the Ventura County Office of Education and the CISC Reading Language Arts Toolkit. The Publishers Faire is coordinated by the VCOE and the committee attends. The committee then narrows the selection to a maximum of three companies to be field tested. Follow-up presentations by the publishers are scheduled by the District. A Steering Committee is formed, as well. The Steering Committee develops the pacing guide and required assessments for the field tested materials, ensuring that teachers who field test follow the same protocols during the field test process. The field test Teachers complete numerous questionnaires and attend debriefing meetings throughout the field test process. The results of the questionnaires are compiled and shared with all teachers and administrators across the district. Consensus is used to make the final selection, which is a recommendation to the district’s Curriculum Council, then, finally, recommended to the Board of Trustees.
2. The school district, at the time of its request for additional time pursuant to this subdivision, has sufficient textbooks or basic instructional materials for use by each pupil.

The Oxnard School District currently has sufficient textbooks in all core subject areas, language arts, math, science, and social studies that are aligned with the current state standards, and are state adopted. The district meets the Williams requirements in all core subject areas (Education Code 60119). See attached Board resolution that addresses EC 60119, approved by the Oxnard School District Board of Trustees on August 20, 2008.

Reading Language Arts materials currently in use are the State Board approved from the last adoption. Those materials are Houghton Mifflin, K-6 and Holt, 7-8.
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3. The school district has adopted a plan for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional materials in accordance with subdivision (a) but that plan indicated an alternative date for compliance that is declared in the request for additional time.

The Oxnard School District’s adoption timeline includes one school year for Instructional Materials Evaluation Committee activities, followed by the field testing of the determined materials with an anticipated implementation the next school year. The District also has a plan for the expenditure of IMFRP and Lottery Textbook Funds for the purchase of newly adopted materials. Each year, a portion of the district’s IMFRP Funds is allocated for the purchase of consumable textbook/workbooks, replacement textbooks/material as needed and textbooks/materials need for additional enrollment at grade or course levels.


It is anticipated that the new ELA/ELD adoption will cost $1.5 million dollars which includes primary language editions (Spanish), State Board approved intervention materials, and materials for English Language Learners K-8.


Funding, professional development, and resources continue to be needed for the full and complete adoption of mathematics intervention materials, grades 4-8, which are in progress 2008-2009 and will continue through 2009-2010, 2010-2011.

The textbooks for the current ELA/ELD adoption will be available during the extended year of use due to stabilized enrollment and surplus textbooks within the District Book Barn.
II. Assessment Information: STAR and local assessments in the particular subject matter 

A longitudinal review of the CST English Language Arts data conducted from 2005 – 2008 indicates that Oxnard School District students have made significant gains with the current adoption.  The percentage of students scoring proficient and advanced is steadily increasing as the percentage of students scoring in the far below basic and below basic ranges have steadily decreased.  
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These trends are true for our English Learner (EL) and Redesignated Fluent English Proficient (RFEP) significant subgroups as well our overall student population.  
[image: image2.emf]Longitudinal CST Scoring Band Comparison 
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The steady improvement in the English Language Arts scores over the past years can be attributed to focused professional development for teachers and administrators, greater fidelity in the use of the Houghton Mifflin and Holt programs, implementing appropriate interventions for strategic and insensitive students (by name, by need), the District-wide focus on instructional minutes, and Teachers’ dedication to meet student needs.
III Summary Rationale: Request for an Alternative Date of Compliance for EC 60422(a)


The Oxnard School District had originally planned to adopt the new language arts textbooks during the 2009–2010 school-year.  However, the demands for the full implementation of the newly adopted mathematics programs, including intervention materials, have stretched the limited resources of teachers and administrators. At the same time, the data demonstrates steady progress with the current adoption (Houghton Mifflin and Holt).  

We have established a culture in the Oxnard School District of supported professional development for all instructional materials. All teachers and administrators are expected to attend SB472 to maximize the classroom use of the instructional materials. These trainings are supported with regular administrative walk-throughs, classroom modeling and coaching, and collaborative teacher meetings to analyze students’ academic progress. An additional year between the mathematics and RLA adoptions will give us the time and resources to both fully implement the new mathematics program and pilot and select the best Reading Language Arts/ELD program for the district. 

The request to postpone our adoption is supported by the fact that our teachers are using the current curricula with fidelity to facilitate student learning of the California Content Standards.  Since a significant number of district teachers have completed the 40-hour training for Houghton Mifflin, Holt or Language! and have been using the current language arts programs with measurable gains in student success, we are confident that we can use the current program and continue our rate of growth through 2010-2011.










