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Send Original plus one copy to:

Waiver Office, California Department of Education 

Faxed originals will not be accepted!
1430 N Street, Suite 5602
Sacramento, CA 95814

	
	CD CODE
	

	3
	0
	6 
	6 
	5 
	8 
	9 

	Local educational agency:

 Magnolia School District      
	Phone contact and recipient of approval/denial notice:

Dan Copple, Asst. Superintendent
	Contact person’s e-mail address:

dcopple@msd.k12.ca.us

	Address:                                          (City)                              (State)                        (ZIP)

2705 W. Orange Ave                     Anaheim                            CA                          92804                                                                                          
	Phone (and extension, if necessary):

(714 ) 761-5533  x 320
Fax number: (714 ) 827 - 0418

	Period of request:  (month/day/year)

From: July 1, 2010   To: June 30, 2011

	Local board approval date: (Required)

March 9, 2009
	Date of Public Hearing: (Required)

March 9, 2009

	LEGAL CRITERIA

	1. Authority for the waiver:   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Specific code section:  EC 60422(c)(1) through (3)
Section 60422(c) The State Board of Education may grant the school district additional time to meet the purchasing requirements of subdivision (a) if the governing board of the school district demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the state board, that all of the following criteria apply to the district:

(1) The school district has implemented a well designed, standards-aligned basic instructional materials program.

(2) The school district, at the time of its request for additional time pursuant to this subdivision, has sufficient textbooks or basic instructional materials for use by each pupil.

(3) The school district has adopted a plan for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional
materials in accordance with subdivision (a) but the plan indicated an alternative date for compliance that is declared in the request for additional time.


	2. Education Code Section to be waived:  EC 60422(a) “24 month” rule for IMFRP adoptions
Curriculum Area:  ELA       Grade Levels: K-6       Alternative Date for Compliance: K-6 ELA to be implemented in 2011-2012 (24 month delay)


	3. Collective bargaining unit information.  
       Does the district have any employee bargaining units?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No   FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes     If yes, please complete required information 

       below:

      Bargaining units) consulted on date(s):  February  24, 2009      
      Name of bargaining unit and name of representative(s) consulted: 

      Magnolia Educators Association (MEA):     Shirley Gilstrap            

      The position(s) of the bargaining unit(s):   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Oppose (Please specify why)

      Comments (if appropriate):  In lieu of the fiscal crisis with the State, MEA supports the District’s request for a waiver.
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	4. Education Code or California Code of Regulations section to be waived.  

EC 60422. (a) A local governing board shall use funding received pursuant to this chapter to ensure that each pupil is provided with a standards-aligned textbook or basic instructional materials, as adopted by the State Board of Education subsequent to the adoption of content standards pursuant to Section 60605 for kindergarten and grades 1 to 8, inclusive, or as adopted by the local governing board pursuant to Sections 60400 and 60411, for grades 9 to 12, inclusive. Pupils shall be provided with standards-aligned textbooks or basic instructional materials by the beginning of the first school term that commences no later than 24 months after those materials were adopted by the State Board of Education.


	5. Desired outcome/rationale. Give a general description of what adoption you want to postpone and the reason:
Magnolia School District (MSD) is requesting a twenty-four-month postponement of the adoption of new instructional materials for K-6 English Language Arts from Fall 2010 to Fall 2011.  This would extend the use of our current standards-aligned, state-approved textbooks from eight years to nine years.  Your approval of our waiver request would allow MSD to address the following issues.
1.  District and school site AYP and API test scores continue to increase with the implementation of our current ELA program, Houghton-Mifflin’s A Legacy of Literacy.  As a Reading First district, significant funding has been directed to support best practices of standards-aligned instruction to five of our nine schools in Kindergarten through Grade Three.  Additionally, the district has more than matched Reading First funds by extending professional development to the four non-funded sites (K-3) as well as to all sites in Grades Four-Six.  During these times of fiscal uncertainty and potential budgetary cuts, MSD is seriously concerned about providing the same high-quality staff development required to ensure the success of a new reading/language arts adoption.
2.  Ongoing analysis of student data has prompted the district to focus on English learner (EL) academic achievement and language development needs.  As a result, MSD is providing an extensive professional development series, Results for English Learners (California Reading and Literature Project), to all Kindergarten through Grade Six teachers during the 2008-09 school year.  This professional development series incorporates the best research-based thinking on effective teaching/learning practices for ELs with the district’s current instructional materials.  In the event of a new adoption, efforts to increase EL academic achievement and language development through the implementation of the Houghton-Mifflin program will no longer be applicable. 
3.  MSD has entered their first implementation year of a newly adopted mathematics program.  The transition between programs has been challenging for teachers.  With the approval of this waiver request, the district will be able to address pressing professional development needs in the area of mathematics during the adoption interim. 
With the approval of this waiver, MSD will follow the adoption schedule below:

Subject Area
Grade

Year of Adoption Implementation

History/Social Science

K-6

2006-07

Science

K-6

2007-08

Mathematics

K-6

2008-09

English Language Arts
K-6
2011-12  *exceeds 24 month requirement by 12 months
History/Social Science
K-6
2012-13
Also complete Attachment A 



	Is this waiver associated with an “apportionment related" audit penalty? (per EC 41344)    FORMCHECKBOX 
  No      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes 

 (If yes, please attach explanation or copy of audit finding) 

Has there been a Coordinated Compliance Review finding on this issue?     FORMCHECKBOX 
  No      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes 

(If yes, please attach explanation or copy of CCR finding)                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	District or County Certification – I hereby certify that the information provided on this application is correct and complete.


	Signature of Superintendent or Designee:

>       
	Title:

Assistant Superintendent, Student Learning
	Date:

     

	Signature of SELPA Director (only if a Special Education Waiver)

> 
	Date:

     

	FOR CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION USE ONLY

	Staff Name (type or print):


	Staff Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Unit Manager (type or print):


	Unit Manager Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Division Director (type or print):


	Division Director Signature:

> 
	Date:



	Deputy (type or print):


	Deputy Signature:

> 
	Date:
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Attachment A: Desired Outcome/Rationale for Waiver
I. Responses to the Statutory Criteria for Waiver Approval:

EC 60422(c) The State Board of Education may grant the school district additional time to meet the purchasing requirements of subdivision (a) if the governing board of the school district demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the state board, that all of the following criteria apply to the district:

1. The school district has implemented a well-designed, standards-aligned basic instructional materials program.
MSD has implemented a well-designed and standards-aligned instructional materials program for all core subject areas (reading/language arts, mathematics, science, social science).  Implementation of instructional materials begins with a comprehensive process for textbook adoptions.  In the initial phase of this process, a Curriculum Adoption Focus Group (comprised of key teachers, site administrators, and district administrators) works together to develop the “district lens” from which to review potential programs.  In developing this lens, committee members ground themselves in the framework and identify district strengths and areas of need through a careful examination of applicable data (e.g., CST results, district benchmark assessments, classroom performance indicators).  Following this initial process, the focus group identifies programs that have the greatest likelihood of meeting district needs and presents this narrowed field for districtwide consideration.   A District Adoption Committee is then convened with teachers representing all grade levels, as well as site and district administrators.  This larger committee performs a thorough examination of new programs which includes a trace of key standards, review of test blueprints and assessment data, and an alignment with adoption evaluation criteria.  The Adoption Committee makes a final recommendation to the Governing Board of Trustees along with recommendations for professional development to occur in the upcoming school year.  
District coordination of the following post-adoption activities ensures ongoing and effective implementation of all instructional programs:
· Professional development (e.g., publisher overviews, technology integration, meeting the needs of all learners, research-based best practices, etc.)

· Unwrapping standards, standards-based backward planning, locating and filling standards gaps
· Development of entry-level, district benchmark, and end-of-year assessments 
· Data analysis for the purpose of informing instruction and program effectiveness

· Reading/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Science Study Team Meetings (at least three times per year to discuss effective implementation practices)

· Grade Level Literacy Dialogues / Grade Level Curriculum Meetings
2. The school district, at the time of its request for additional time pursuant to this subdivision, has sufficient textbooks or basic instructional materials for use by each pupil.
MSD meets the Williams requirements in all core subject areas (Education Code 60119).  Every student at each school site and at all grade levels has textbooks to use in the classroom and to use for homework purposes.  Additional reading/language arts (RLA) textbooks will be available during the extension period due to continued declining enrollment and excess student anthologies available within the district textbook warehouse.  Furthermore, the district’s current program (Houghton Mifflin’s A Legacy of Literacy) has been state-approved for the primary adoption cycle.  As such, the student anthology will not be revised and we can continue to purchase textbooks as needs arise.
See attachments:
· Magnolia School District March 9, 2009 Governing Board Meeting Agenda 19  [Local Document #1]

· Board Policy 6161.1 [Local Document #2]
· Administrative Regulation 6161.1 [Local Document #3]

3. The school district has adopted a plan for the purchase of standards-aligned instructional materials in accordance with subdivision (a) but that plan indicated an alternative date for compliance that is declared in the request for additional time.)
The district’s amended Adoption Timeline (see Local Document #4] plans for the recommendation and purchase of an RLA program in the spring of 2012 for implementation beginning the next school year (2012-13).  This timeline exceeds the state’s 24-month requirement by 12 months.  In extending the timeline, the district will provide additional and necessary professional development to ensure success with a new mathematics program.  Instructional staffs district-wide will also have sufficient time to fully integrate an intensive professional development series, Results for English Learners, with the current RLA program (Houghton-Mifflin’s A Legacy of Literacy).  Furthermore, the requested extension will allow the district to carry-over and save funds for the approximate $1.5 million burden of a new program in these uncertain economic times.  As indicated by STAR and local assessment results, we continue to increase the effectiveness of current program effort.  Thus, the requested extension is anticipated to enhance our ongoing success.
See Attachment:

· MSD Adoption Timeline of Instructional Materials [Local Document #4]
II. Assessment Information: STAR and local assessments in the particular subject matter 
MSD’s Academic Performance Index (API) of 771 continues to increase each year (as illustrated in Local Document #5).  In addition, all nine schools have exceeded their 2007 API Growth Targets, with four schools scoring over the state API target of 800. 
Local Document #6 contains the 2008 Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) report which notes that MSD met 36 of 37 required indicators.  The district failed to meet the Percent Proficient criteria for Students with Disabilities within English-Language Arts.  Two of nine schools entered Program Improvement (PI) status Year 3.  However, both school sites demonstrated significant growth (20 and 36 API points respectively) from the previous year.
The percent of students achieving at proficient or above on the English-Language Arts California Standards Test (CST) increased at both the district level and seven of nine school sites from 2007 to 2008 [Local Document #7].  Further analysis of CST data demonstrates that all grade levels (K-6) increased the percent of students achieving at the state target for the same time period [Local Document #8].

See Attachments:

· API 5-Year Comparison [Local Document #5]
· 2008 AYP Report [Local Document #6]

· AYP 2008 Comparison Report by Sites and Subgroups [Local Document #7]

· AYP 2008 Comparison Report by Subgroups and Grade Levels [Local Document #8]
III Summary Rationale: Request for an Alternative Date of Compliance for EC 60422(a)
Magnolia School District is requesting a waiver to delay the adoption of RLA instructional materials past the “24 month rule” [EC 60422 (a)] by an additional 12 months.  The postponement will allow the district to address professional development needs in mathematics and English Language Development, extend and enhance successes with the current program, and prepare for a comprehensive adoption process.  As with other California school districts, MSD is also facing fiscal challenges due to an ongoing decline in student enrollment and significant cuts in state budgeting.  This extension will provide the district with additional time to set aside funds for an anticipated RLA adoption cost of $1.5 million.
MSD is wholly committed to providing the best education for students enrolled in our schools.  As such, the district has implemented a well-designed and standards-aligned instructional program in which every child has textbooks to use in both the classroom and at home.  Furthermore, the plan for extending this adoption cycle will ensure that students benefit from highly qualified teachers who skillfully utilize materials designed to meet their needs.    










