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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SEPTEMBER 2008 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001: Report on 97 Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) in Program Improvement (PI) Corrective Action.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take the following action: 
· Approve the CDE proposal that LEAs submit all appeals of District Assistance and Intervention Team (DAIT) recommendations by November 4, 2008, and that any appeals include the following information:

· The findings of the district capacity study

· The reason(s) that the district disagrees with the findings, if any
· A summary of the district’s proposal to address Corrective Action F

The CDE proposes that such appeals be heard and resolved at the January 2009 SBE meeting. 
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In March 2008, the SBE took action for 97 LEAs in PI Corrective Action, including the following:

· Assigned Corrective Action F to each PI LEA in Corrective Action: “Instituting and fully implementing a new curriculum that is based on state academic content and achievement standards, including providing appropriate professional development based on scientifically-based research for all relevant staff that offers substantial promise of improving educational achievement for high priority pupils.” California Education Code (EC) Section 52055.57(c)(1)(F).
· Required each LEA to amend its LEA Plan or Plan Addendum identifying objectives and action steps to fully implement the corrective action and bring LEA Plans and LEA Plan Addendums to the SBE for review at the July 2008 meeting. 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS (Cont.)


· Required Coachella Valley Unified School District, which accepted a supplemental grant in 2005 and in consideration agreed to only the harshest sanctions under federal law, to also contract with a SBE-appointed trustee to undertake prescribed duties. 

· Reserved the right for the SBE to modify corrective actions for PI LEAs in Corrective Action at any time. 

· Directed CDE and SBE staff to create interim progress benchmarks and a reporting mechanism back to SBE for review once per year. 
· Directed the CDE to develop for SBE approval a process for districts assigned to work with a DAIT or other intervention team to appeal the recommendations of the DAIT to the SBE.
In May 2008, the SBE took the following action:

· Maintained the reporting timeline of July 2008 for the LEAs required to use state-identified PI instruments to analyze LEA needs and access technical assistance to fully implement the sanction and remove barriers to student achievement that led to LEA advancement in PI or to address the specific reasons the LEA failed to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) targets in their amended LEA Plans or LEA Plan Addenda. 
· Required the LEAs with SBE-assigned DAITs to provide an interim report by August 15, 2008, to CDE detailing the progress of their DAIT’s work and their LEA Plan revision. 

· Required the LEAs contracting with DAITs, or other assistance teams approved by the CDE, to provide an interim report by August 15, 2008, to CDE detailing the progress of their DAIT’s work and their LEA Plan revision.

· Required the CDE to provide a summary of LEA interim reports at the September 2008 SBE meeting.

· Required the LEAs with SBE-assigned DAITs to complete and deliver to CDE their revised LEA Plans by September 30, 2008. 

· Required the LEAs contracting with DAITs or other assistance teams approved by CDE to complete and deliver to CDE their revised LEA Plans and district capacity studies by September 30, 2008.

· Required CDE to summarize LEA Plans and district capacity studies at the November SBE meeting, including recommendations for any changes in the plans that the SBE may want to consider. 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS (Cont.)


· Requested that revised LEA Plans be made public. 

In July 2008, the CDE reported that all 53 of the required LEA Plans from LEAs with Priority Assistance Index values of 45 to 97 had been received on schedule. A rubric for evaluating PI Year 3 LEA Plans was shared. Informal public comments were shared with the SBE and incorporated as clarifications within the rubric. The CDE stated its commitment to work with LEAs on any necessary revisions to local Plans to address Corrective Action F.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


On July 21, 22, and 23, 2008, the CDE conducted a review of the 53 PI LEA Plans. The public was invited to observe the review. Twenty-seven readers, with expertise in English-language arts, mathematics, English learners and students with disabilities, as well as elementary, middle, and high-school grade span issues, participated in the review. All reviewers were trained in the use of the rubric shared at the July 2008 SBE meeting and e-mailed to LEAs on June 6, 2008. 
Plans were assigned to two readers based on individual expertise. Each plan was reviewed and ratings were discussed to create a consensus judgment about plan completeness. LEAs were advised of any items in the rubric which reviewers did not find sufficiently addressed and a few LEAs were asked to revise and resubmit their plans. Based upon SBE request, LEAs were asked to post their completed plans on their local Web site and provide a Web-link to CDE by the middle of September 2008. See Attachment 1 for a report of the review of the 53 PI LEA Plans.
Based on SBE direction, LEAs assigned to work with a DAIT submitted mid-August interim reports on progress being made on district capacity studies and revision of LEA Plans. Attachment 2 identifies the name of each LEA’s DAIT Provider and documents that a progress report has been submitted. The final LEA Plans and district capacity studies are due September 30, 2008. The CDE will review these plans and studies in October and report its findings at the November 2008 SBE meeting. 
In response to SBE direction at the March 2008 meeting, the CDE is proposing that LEAs who disagree with the recommendations of their DAIT Provider be allowed to appeal these recommendations, and should include the following information in their appeal:

· The findings of the district capacity study

· The reason(s) that the district disagrees with the findings, if any

· A summary of the district’s proposal to address Corrective Action F

Appeals will be due to CDE by November 4, 2008, and brought to the SBE for resolution at the January 2009 SBE meeting. 

SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)________________________________________
In all cases, it is the CDE’s intent to work with each district to revise their LEA Plan to meet the agreed-upon rubric and respond to the findings of the district capacity study. 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


To date, no funds have been appropriated to support the implementation of Corrective Action F or associated technical assistance required of PI LEAs in Corrective Action.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Report of Review of 53 Program Improvement Local Educational Agency Plans (1 Page) 
Attachment 2: Report of District Progress on Capacity Studies and Local Educational Agency Plan Revisions (2 Pages) 
Report of Review of 53 Program Improvement Local Educational Agency Plans
Fifty-three Program Improvement (PI) Year 3 Local Educational Agency (LEA) Plans were reviewed on July 21-23, 2008. LEAs were asked to address the following issues:
· Presence of SBE-adopted/standards-aligned instructional materials in English-language arts (ELA) and mathematics, including interventions, currently in place in LEA classrooms

· Plans to adopt and phase-in the 2007 mathematics and 2008 ELA instructional materials

· Evidence of participation in materials-based professional development for classroom teachers (Senate Bill [SB] 472) and administrators (Assembly Bill [AB] 430)

· Strategies to support high priority pupils, including English learners and students with disabilities
All 53 LEA Plans were submitted on time. Readers used the rubric shared with LEAs in June 2008 and with the State Board of Education (SBE) at the July 2008 meeting. A majority of plans included attention to core instructional materials, interventions, materials-based professional development, strategies to support the academic needs of English learners and students with disabilities, and phase-in of the 2007 mathematics adoption. Any LEA that did not include one or more of the above elements were provided feedback and asked to complete their plan before posting on the Web. 

Readers noted that much more detail was provided for phase-in and implementation of the 2007 mathematics adoption than for the 2008 ELA adoption. This is understandable given that the ELA adoption will not be formalized until November 2008. In addition, while LEAs are sending teachers and administrators to SB 472 and AB 430 institutes, English Learner Professional Development has only recently become available. 
Based upon SBE direction, all LEAs were asked to post their completed plans on a local district Web site and to send a Web address to the California Department of Education by mid-September. We anticipate that all links will be posted to the Title I Web page by the November 2008 SBE meeting. 
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