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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SEPTEMBER 2008 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: Communication Plan.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


At the March 2008 SBE meeting, Released Test Questions (RTQs) were presented as part of the STAR Program’s Communication Plan. At the May 2008 SBE meeting, a summary of findings and recommendations from parent and teacher focus groups was provided. In response to a request by the Board in July, the CDE will provide an example of the packet and Web pages that have been developed by Educational Testing Service (ETS) in collaboration with CDE and SBE staff, at the September 2008 SBE meeting.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


STAR Communication Plan
The CDE, with the approval of the SBE, annually provides RTQs from the California Standards Tests (CSTs) to the public (Education Code Section 60640(l)). RTQs are representative of content measured by items on the test and are representative of a range of difficulty on each test from the 2003 through 2007 CSTs.  
In addition to the RTQs already provided, ETS has developed a sample parent information packet and a sample Web site with exemplar items. Exemplars are examples of student performance on the CST multiple-choice tests that illustrate a specific level of achievement in a content area within a given performance level category: advanced, proficient, basic, and below basic. These two additions to the communication plan will provide valuable information to parents, teachers, and the general public on the STAR Program.

SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)
In order to develop the parent information packet and Web site, a pool of existing RTQs became the pool of CST exemplar items that were reviewed by CDE and SBE staff. To adequately finalize this pool of CST exemplar items, ETS psychometricians developed data files in which items identified by difficulty were matched to California’s established performance levels (advanced, proficient, basic, and below basic). Items that are used as exemplars of “proficient” level, for instance, were correctly answered by at least 65 percent of the students who scored “proficient” over all on the given CST. The National Assessment of Educational Progress identifies exemplar items using a similar method.
After initial review by CDE and SBE staff, the full set of items was reviewed by the ETS content team and the Assessment Review Panels. These content reviews of each of the items in the pool concentrated on how well each item represented what students should know and be able to do by its respective content standard. 
Approved exemplar items that met both the established statistical criteria and the given content criteria were included in sample parent information packets and Web pages. The information packets and Web pages were shared with eight parent and teacher focus groups. The focus groups included teachers from different subject areas and grade levels, and parents with diverse economic and language backgrounds. The focus groups reviewed information describing the purpose for and process of the STAR Program as well as the format and technical presentation of the information. 

The packet has also been reviewed by CDE and SBE staff and by SBE testing liaisons. On August 6, 2008, representatives from the California School Boards Association, the Association of California School Administrators, and the California Teachers Association also reviewed these materials.

The resulting parent information packet and Web pages for grades two and three take into account the feedback from the focus groups, CDE and SBE staff, SBE testing liaisons and the associations. They are written in concise and clear language to communicate to a wide-ranging audience of parents, guardians, and the general public. They include multiple examples for English-language arts and mathematics exemplars as well as information on the STAR Program components, purposes for testing, and testing participation. 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with this activity are included in the current contract with ETS.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Sample pages from the parent information packet and sample Web pages for grades two and three will be provided to the SBE in an Item Addendum. 
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