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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
September 2008 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Butte County Office of Education for CORE Butte Charter School to waive portions of California Education Code (EC) Section 54026(a)(2)(B) to allow a revision to the first principal apportionment report (P-1) for the 2007-08 school year, so that the charter may receive funding for economically disadvantaged pupils who were served in that year.

Waiver Number: 12-6-2008
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial

That the charter school submit an attendance report for the 2007-08 first principal apportionment period with revised Economic Impact Aid (EIA) data within 30 days of approval that verifies its eligibility.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


This is the first waiver of this provision of law to come before the State Board of Education.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


To be eligible for EIA funding, EC Section 54026(a)(2)(B) requires that charter schools report the number of pupils ages five to seventeen who are living with families whose annual income is at or below the federal poverty guideline. This information must be submitted through the first principal apportionment data collection process, and may not be revised. 

For ongoing charter schools, the data reported are used in the subsequent year’s allocation of EIA funds. For new charter schools reporting for the first time, the data reported are used in the allocation of EIA funds for both the current and subsequent fiscal year.

CORE Butte Charter School opened in fiscal year 2007-08, and they erroneously neglected to report EIA pupil counts in the first principal apportionment. This waiver would allow them to resubmit data for the first principal apportionment, thus allowing them to receive funding in both 2007-08 and 2008-09.

Demographic Information: CORE Butte Charter School was approved by the Butte County Office of Education. It has a student population of approximately 350 and is located in the city of Chico in Butte County. 
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008

Local board approval date(s): June 16, 2008

Public hearing held on date(s): June 16, 2008

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): No bargaining unit.
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: No bargaining unit.
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: CORE Butte Charter Council   
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: May 14, 2008

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


EIA funding for charter schools is provided through the charter school categorical block grant. The categorical block grant, which is funded annually through the Budget Act, already has a deficiency, i.e., insufficient funds to support the total claims to date. While the CDE has requested additional funds from the Department of Finance, the request has not yet been approved. If approved, the current fiscal impact would be that the categorical block grant funds would be redistributed among charter schools to provide additional funds for CORE Butte Charter School.

If this waiver is not approved, the CORE Butte charter school anticipates it will lose approximately $41,900 in funding for the 2007-08 fiscal year. Also, because EIA data is used for two years for new charter schools, the CDE anticipates that the school would lose approximately this same amount in 2008-09.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (3 pages) (This attachment is not available for

                       Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver

                       Office.)
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