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The Curriculum Frameworks and Instructional Resources Division (CFIR) contacted Oxford University Press (OUP) regarding the State Board of Education’s (SBE) March 9, 2007 action concerning the removal of the picture of Guru Nanak from page 95 of An Age of Voyages, 1350-1600. In response to the SBE’s action, OUP has agreed to do the following: 
· Reprint all future editions of the textbook without the picture of Guru Nanak.
· Freeze all existing stock of the textbook that include the picture of Guru Nanak and replace with the revised version.
· Replace all copies of the textbook that have already been sold with new editions that have the picture of Guru Nanak removed. 
· Have its distributor, Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, deliver the new textbooks to the 16 school districts that purchased the textbook that included the picture of Guru Nanak. Delivery to take place prior to the beginning of the 2007-08 school year. 
The California Department of Education sent a letter to OUP (copy attached) confirming the above actions to be taken by OUP and its distributor. In response to this letter, OUP has confirmed that new textbooks are currently being printed to replace the 520 copies.
No further action by the SBE is necessary.
Attachment 1: Letter to Oxford University Press regarding SBE’s action on Guru Nanak.
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July 2, 2007

Casper Grathwohl

Oxford University Press

198 Madison Avenue

New York, NY  10016

Dear Mr. Grathwohl:

I am writing in regard to Oxford University Press’ (OUP) willingness to support the action taken by the State Board of Education (SBE) at its March 8, 2007 meeting. To that end, OUP has agreed to eliminate the picture of Guru Nanak in future editions of 

An Age of Voyages, 1350-1600 (“revised version”), freeze and replace all current stock of the textbook with the revised version, and allow OUP’s distributor, Holt, Rinehart, and Winston (HRW), to replace all existing copies currently used in California schools with the revised version. To accomplish the last of these tasks HRW will contact the sixteen districts that purchased An Age of Voyages and arrange for the textbooks to be replaced with the revised version as soon as possible, but in no event, later than the beginning of the 2007-08 school year.

It should be noted that OUP correctly followed the textbook adoption procedures throughout the adoption process. The SBE appreciates OUP’s participation in the adoption process and its willingness to resolve this post-adoption matter. I will report to the SBE at its July meeting that OUP appropriately addressed the SBE’s action in order to maintain the textbook’s balance of academic integrity and religious sensitivity. 

Sincerely,

Thomas Adams, Executive Director

Curriculum Frameworks and Instructional Resources Division
7/28/2008 9:27 AM
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