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	SUBJECT:
	Ridgecrest Charter School: Approve Notice to Cure


Although continuing to have concerns about Ridgecrest Charter School (RCS), the California Department of Education (CDE) is pleased to report to the State Board of Education (SBE) that RCS’ 2007 growth Academic Performance Index (API), as released August 31, 2007, reflects that the school met its growth target for the first time in four years:
	Year
	Base API
	Growth API
	Growth Target
	Actual Growth
	Statewide Ranking
	Similar Schools Ranking

	2003-04
	777
	768
	1
	-9
	7
	5

	2004-05
	764
	725
	2
	-39
	7
	6

	2005-06
	725
	717
	4
	-8
	5
	1

	2006-07
	714
	721*
	5
	+7*
	4
	1


* Denotes results posted August 31, 2007.
The Sierra Sands Unified School District (SSUSD), where RCS students would likely attend school if not enrolled at RCS, did not meet its growth API (declining from a 2006 base API of 753 to 750). Nonetheless, RCS’ API continues to be lower than five of the district’s elementary schools and one of the district’s two middle schools. RCS did perform better than Inyokern Elementary School (a small school for which there were no comparisons in 2006), and cannot be compared to a seventh elementary school (Rand Elementary), for which there is no 2006 Base API.
RCS’ Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) results for the 2007 testing cycle are somewhat mixed. The mean scale scores for English-Language Arts improved over the 2006 testing cycle in grades 3, 5, 6, and 8, but declined in grades 2, 4, and 7. Mathematics scores improved in grades 2, 5, 6, and 7, but declined in grades 3 and 4. Scores for students taking Algebra 1 were too few to report. The mean scale score for History-Social Science (grade 8) declined significantly (from 321.5 to 285.5). The mean scale score for Science improved in grade 5 (from 317.9 to 336.2), but declined in grade 8 (from 302.5 to 284.9).
While pleased that RCS’ growth API made a modest gain for the first time in four years, CDE remains concerned that RCS’ academic performance has not reflected the results expected of an SBE-authorized charter school. Moreover, based on the STAR results from the 2007 testing cycle, it is likely that the school’s statewide API ranking of 4 and similar schools API ranking of 1 will be unchanged. Therefore, the CDE continues to recommend that the SBE approve a Notice to Cure, with the conditions set forth in this original agenda item.
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